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The ERC strongly encourages 

research proposals of a multi 

and inter disciplinary nature. 

Proposals of this type are 

evaluated by the ERC's regular 

panels with the appropriate 

external expertise. 

 

Funding rates 

 

Maximum size of grant and grant assessment 

The maximum grant varies by grant type. 

During the peer review evaluation, evaluation panels will assess the funding requested by 

the applicant against the needs of the project before making any recommendation for 

funding. The funding requested must be fully justified by an estimation of the real project 

cost. The panels may suggest modifications to the indicative budgetary breakdown in the 

application, particularly where they consider funding requests to be not properly justified. In 

such cases they shall explain in writing any such suggested modification. The Principal 

Investigator will have the freedom to modify the budgetary breakdown during the course of 

the project. 

Union Contribution 

The Union financial contribution will take the form of the reimbursement of up to 100% of 

the total eligible and approved direct costs and of flat-rate financing of indirect costs on the 

basis of 25% of the total eligible direct costs7. The level of 

the awarded grant represents a maximum overall figure – 

the final amount to be paid must be justified on the basis of 

the costs actually incurred for the project. 

Call budgets 

For the Starting, Consolidator and Advanced Grant calls the 

ERC Scientific Council has established the following 

indicative percentage budgets for each of the three main research domains:  

Physical Sciences & Engineering 44% 
Life Sciences 39% 
Social Sciences & Humanities 17% 
 

                                                           
7
 Excluding the direct costs for subcontracting and the costs of resources made available by third parties which 

are not used on the premises of the host institution. 
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An indicative budget is then allocated to each panel within each domain, in proportion to the 

budgetary demand of its assigned proposals. 
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Consolidator Grant profile 

 

Objectives 

ERC Consolidator Grants are designed to support excellent Principal Investigators at the 

career stage at which they may still be consolidating their own independent research team 

or programme. Applicant Principal Investigators must demonstrate the ground breaking 

nature, ambition and feasibility of their scientific proposal. 

Size of ERC Consolidator Grants  

Consolidator Grants may be awarded up to a maximum of EUR 2 000 000 for a period of 5 

years20.  

However, up to an additional EUR 750 000 can be requested in the proposal to cover (a) 

eligible "start-up" costs for Principal Investigators moving to the EU or an Associated Country 

from elsewhere as a consequence of receiving the ERC grant and/or (b) the purchase of 

major equipment and/or (c) access to large facilities21. 

Profile of the ERC Consolidator Grant Principal Investigator 

The Principal Investigator shall have been awarded their first PhD over 7 and up to 12 years 

prior to the publication date of the call for proposals of the ERC Consolidator Grant. The 

effective elapsed time since the award of the first PhD can be reduced in certain properly 

documented circumstances (see “Eligible Principal Investigator” above). 

A competitive Consolidator Grant Principal Investigator must have already shown research 

independence and evidence of maturity. For example, it is expected that applicant Principal 

Investigators will have produced several important publications without the participation 

of their PhD supervisor. Applicant Principal Investigators should also be able to demonstrate 

a promising track record of early achievements appropriate to their research field and career 

stage, including significant publications (as main author) in major international peer-

reviewed multidisciplinary scientific journals, or in the leading international peer-reviewed 

journals of their respective field. They may also demonstrate a record of invited 
                                                           
20

 The maximum award is reduced pro rata for projects of a shorter duration. This does not apply to ongoing 
projects. 
 
21

 As any additional funding is to cover major one-off costs it is not subject to pro-rata reduction for projects of 
shorter duration. All funding requested is assessed during evaluation. 
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presentations in well-established international conferences, granted patents, awards, prizes 

etc. 

Early achievements track record 

 In the proposal (see “Proposal description” below) the applicant Principal Investigator should 

list:  

1. Publications in major international peer-reviewed multi-disciplinary scientific journals 

and/or in the leading international peer-reviewed journals, peer-reviewed conferences 

proceedings and/or monographs of their respective research fields, highlighting ten 

representative publications, those without the presence as co-author of their PhD supervisor, 

and the number of citations (excluding self-citations) they have attracted (if applicable).  

2.  Granted patent(s) (if applicable). 

3. Invited presentations to peer-reviewed, internationally established conferences and/or 

international advanced schools (if applicable). 

4.  Prizes and Awards (if applicable). 

Expected time commitment of the Consolidator Grant Principal Investigator  

The question of whether the Principal Investigator is strongly committed to the project and 

demonstrates the willingness to devote a significant amount of time to the project forms a 

key part of the evaluation. 

Principal Investigators funded through the ERC Consolidator Grants shall spend a minimum 

50% of their total working time on the ERC project and a minimum of 50% of their total 

working time in an EU Member State or Associated Country.  

Principal Investigators shall ensure a sufficient time commitment and presence throughout 

the course of the project to guarantee its proper execution. 
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