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Extract from ERC Work Programme 2015 (Page 39)- Proof of Concept 
Evaluation Criteria 

 

1. Excellence (Innovation potential)  

Does the proposed proof of concept activity greatly help move the output of research 

towards the initial steps of a process leading to a commercial or social innovation?  

2. Impact 

2.1 Is the project to be taken to proof of concept expected to generate economic and/or 

societal benefits which are appropriately identified in the proposal? 

2.2 Does the proposal indicate a suitable process that is designed to result in a concrete 

application, including outlining a process of commercialisation or a process of generating 

social benefits?   

The proposal should include: 

- plans for the analysis of whether the project’s outcomes are innovative or distinctive 

compared to existing solutions; 

- plans for seeking confirmation of the actual effectiveness of the project’s results;  

- plans to clarify the IPR position and strategy1; 

- plans for setting up contacts with industry partners, societal organisations or potential ‘end 

users’  of the projects’ results. 

 

3. Quality and efficiency of the implementation (Quality of the proof of 

concept plan) 

Does the proposal provide a reasonable and acceptable plan of activities against clearly 

identified objectives and towards establishing the feasibility of the project? 

This should include: 

- a sound project-management plan, including appropriate risk and contingency planning; 

- demonstration that the activities will be conducted by persons well qualified for the 

purpose; 

-demonstration that the budget requested is necessary for the implementation of the 

project and properly justified.

                                                            
1  Any application for funding of IPR activities under the ERC Proof of Concept will not discharge beneficiaries 
from their prior obligations under their pre-existing ERC Grant Agreement in respect of protecting IPR capable 
of industrial or commercial application. If any foreground was potentially protectable in the pre-existing ERC 
project, beneficiaries had the legal obligation to seek for adequate and effective protection according to the 
Rules for Participation and the ERC Model Grant Agreement. 
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