










EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Directorate-General for Research
Directorate H — Industrial Technologies
Unit G.1 — Horizontal aspects and coordination

Contact: Maria Rosa Virdis
European Commission
Office CDMA 06/113
B-1049 Brussels
Tel. (32-2) 29-65487
Fax (32-2) 29-67023
E-mail: maria-rosa.virdis]@ec.europa.eu

Interested in European research?

Research*eu is our monthly magazine keeping you in touch with main developments (results, programmes, events, etc.).
It is available in English, French, German and Spanish. A free sample copy or free subscription can be obtained from:

European Commission

Directorate-General for Research

Communication Unit

B-1049 Brussels

Fax (32-2) 29-58220

E-mail: research-eu@ec.europa.eu

Internet: http://ec.europa.eu/research/research-eu

SALES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS

Publications for sale produced by the Office of Official Publications of the European Communities are available from our
sales agents throughout the world.

You can find the list of sales agents on the Publications Office website (http://publications.europa.eu) or you can apply for it
by fax (352) 29 29-42758.
Contact the sales agent of your choice and place your order.

eur 23341_Nano:Layout 1  5/03/08  12:07  Page 2



S
T

U
D

Y

EUR 23341

K
I-N

B
-23341-E

N
-C

Monitoring progress towards Gender Equality
in the Sixth Framework Programme

Nanotechnologies and nanosciences,
knowledge-based multifunctional materials
and new production processes and devices

E X E C U T I V E S U M M A R Y

Nanotechnologies and nanosciences, knowledge-based multifunctional
materials and new production processes and devices

A series of gender monitoring studies were launched during FP6 (five lots each covering
several activity areas, a separate study for DG INFSO and a coordination contract) designed
to monitor progress towards gender equality and gender relevance awareness in FP6.
The studies examine both the participation of women in FP6 activities and the gender
dimension of the research content, the aim being to assess the success of current gender
mainstreaming strategies and to provide recommendations for future activities in this field.

This report presents the results for Nanotechnologies and nanosciences, knowledge-based
multifunctional materials and new production processes and devices, areas closely related to
physics and engineering, which are not only the most male-dominated scientific fields, but also
the fields in which the relevance of gender in research content is least evident.This report
shows how the emphasis on interdisciplinarity and the end-user approach opens up the oppor-
tunity to integrate gender issues in research content, clearly enhancing scientific excellence.
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