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A series of gender monitoring studies were launched during FP6 (five lots each covering
several activity areas, a separate study for DG INFSO and a coordination contract) designed
to monitor progress towards gender equality and gender relevance awareness in FP6.

The studies examine both the participation of women in FP6 activities and the gender
dimension of the research content, the aim being to assess the success of current gender
mainstreaming strategies and to provide recommendations for future activities in this field.
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This report presents the results for Nanotechnologies and nanosciences, knowledge-based
multifunctional materials and new production processes and devices, areas closely related to
physics and engineering, which are not only the most male-dominated scientific fields, but also
the fields in which the relevance of gender in research content is least evident.This report
shows how the emphasis on interdisciplinarity and the end-user approach opens up the oppor-
tunity to integrate gender issues in research content, clearly enhancing scientific excellence.

Nanotechnologies and nanosciences, knowledge-based multifunctional
materials and new production processes and devices
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