
• Objective SESTI
– Assessment methods for Weak 

signals identification
– Methodological framework:

from identification -> policy
– Better understanding of 

dissemination WS to policy
– Emerging issues on “future of 

research”
– Dissemination issues to policy

• Partners
– TNO
– ARC systems research
– MCST
– MIOIR
– IPTS
– Ministry of OCW

Objective and partners



• Objective SESTI
– Assessment methods for Weak 

signals identification
– Methodological framework:

from identification -> policy
– Better understanding of 

dissemination WS to policy
– Emerging issues on “future of 

research”
– Dissemination issues to policy

• Partners
– TNO (project 

coordinator)
– ARC systems research
– MCST
– MIOIR
– Ministry of OCW (NL)

Objective and partners

Climate change/Energy

Pressure on healthcare

…………….

Organization

Support

S&T dev.

R
esearch

infrastructureGreat challenges



Survey

WIKI

Internet

TextMining

Weak
Signals

Key
signals

Key
signals

Key
signals

Emerging
issues

Not relevant
(yet)

Project 
start up

Scanning for
emerging issues

In depth
analysis

WorkshopsKnowledge
dissemination

Processing
information

WikiHub

7

1

3 4 5

2

6



Feeding the use of foresight

• Identification of new issues, not addressed by 
policy

• Concise reports on emerging issues
• Connection to the actual use by policymakers
• Diverse dissemination activities on

– Emerging issues
– Methodological results
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Over 400 societal issues!Over 400 societal issues!



How to organize forward looking 
process

• Create a sound Great Challenges taxonomy

• Create an content oriented infrastructure for 
mutual learning

• Translate available information (reports) to 
“knowledge” (accessible)

• Set up EC teams for national and ERA support
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