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Title: 
Genetic screening and testing: towards Community policy on insurance, 
commercialisation and promoting public awareness 
EUROSCREEN 
 
Brief description: 
EUROSCREEN is a continuation of earlier EU funded research on "Genetic 
screening: ethical and philosophical perspectives, with special reference to 
multifactorial diseases" and investigates three issues not covered in the earlier 
project but identified as arising out of it. The three issues from three related 
strands: the ethics of insurance, commercialisa-tion and programmes for public 
education and raising awareness. 
 
The project will be carried out by means of the reinforced concerted action 
focusing on a demonstration project - the piloting of a genetic information "shop" 
on a city high street in the north-west of England associated with targeted 
training seminars for young researchers from all over Europe, for the specific 
purposes of the concerted action. The demonstration phase is primarily in the 
public awareness strand but is also linked to the other two. 
 
The insurance strand will seek to build on previous EU funded work on life 
insurance by investigating the conceptual and ethical basis of the institution of 
insurance, exploring the differences between health and life insurance, 
examining the extent to which genetic information constitutes a special case, and 
elucidating the implications for Community policy in the light of relevant 
Community directives. 
 
The commercialisation strand will examine the extent to which commercialisation 
is occurring in different countries, explore the advantages and disavantages of 
commercialisation, investigate the factors influencing the use of available tests, 
and examine the possible mechanisms for regulation in Europe. 
The public awareness strand, in addition to piloting the Genetic Information shop 
will obtain information about debate-generating activities elsewhere e.g. in 
Denmark, explore the social factors influencing success, liaise with bodies such 
as consumer organisations and develop a series of training seminars at the 
centralised facility in Preston. The project is primarily philosophical but involves 
20 researchers from 8 countries representing a variety of disciplines: Philosophy, 
Sociology, Law, Genetics, History of Medicine, Public Health Medicine. It seeks 



to strengthen existing links of the group with industry, consumer organisations 
and public policy making.  
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