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Rural change in Europe

• Diversity of directions of change
• Diversity of drivers of change
• Increased capacity of rural communities to

manage the change
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Diversity of rural change

Importance of
agriculture

to rural livelihoods

weight of agricultural
incomes on farming families’ income

•specialised agricultural districts
•subsistence economies

dualism

agricultural
marginalisation

rural
diversification
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Drivers of change

• Agricultural drivers (markets, policies, 
technologies)

• Territorial socio-economic restructuring
(economic, demographic, social)
– Don’t forget liberalisation in CEE countries!

• Macro scenarios (oil prices, kyoto
agreements)

• Endogenous drivers
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Endogenous drivers and local
resources
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External
flows

Local assets Patterns of 
development

Rural
livelihoods

Local actors

Neo-endogenous approaches
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Farming and local assets
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Governance arrangements

Civil society

Market 
State
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Room of manoeuvre to manage
rural change

• Civil society: participation, increasing
awareness of local resources, trust, 
organisational structures

• State: decentralisation, subsidiarity
• Markets: active construction through 

differentiation and hybridation
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Example: typical products

Identities, 
local culture

Civil society

Short supply chains
Market 

Role of municipalities
State
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An hybrid network for typical
products

municipality

Slow food

outside consumers

restaurants

Other local actors

retailers

local
consumers

consortium

province
Chamber of commerce

Slow food italy
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Example: organic school meals

Consumers’
awareness

Civil society

Public 
procurement

Market 

Regional legislation
State
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Levels of competitiveness

farm
Commodity
networks

Territory

Symbolic
capital

Learning
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efficiency

Institutional
support

Capacity
to adapt



UNIVERSITY OF PISA - LABORATORY OF RURAL STUDIES “SISMONDI”

Technical and economic options?

Value creationScale enlargementGrowth path

Strategy, 
communication

productionKey farming functions

internalisationexternalisationOrganisational model

diversifiedspecialisedProductive model

Food networks, rural
territory, farm
resources, II pillar

Food chain, 
commodity markets, 
first pillar

Relevant context

MultifunctionalConventional
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Knowledge systems

Recent trends in governance
• Privatisation of delivery
• Cost recovery ‘demand led’ extension
• Competitive funding

Are the emerging knowledge systems
prepared to link competitiveness to

production of public goods? 



UNIVERSITY OF PISA - LABORATORY OF RURAL STUDIES “SISMONDI”

Challenges for innovation policies

• Improving coordination
• Stimulating horizontal learning processes
• Improving strategic capacity
• Improving design capacity
• Sustaining transition costs
• Supporting the role of interfaces
• Promoting context-sensitive knowledge

systems
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Thank you for your attention
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