Agenda
Joint Meeting of 
DG REGIO Evaluation Network and ESF Evaluation Partnership
- 8 July 2011 -
The Polish Baltic Frédéric Chopin Philharmonic
ul. Ołowianka 1, 80-751 Gdańsk (Poland)

	8.30-9.00
	COFFEE & ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES


	9.00-9.15
	Welcome
	Ministry of Regional Development, PL 

	9.15-9.30
	Opening Remarks
	· Veronica Gaffey 

    (European Commission, DG REGIO) 

	MORNING SESSION: Maximising the Use of Evaluation Findings 


	9.30-9.50
	Opening Speech: Evaluation Use and Usability: Theoretical Foundations and Current State of International Debate
	Prof. Murray Saunders 
(Lancaster University, UK)

	9.50 -10.50
	Panel Discussion

To discuss the experience of how the evaluation results were used – panellists will provide some practical examples (has something changed as a result of evaluation?)

	Moderator: Jacki Davis, Journalist 
Presentations :
· Use of Evaluation Findings in Poland: Ex Post Evaluation of the National Development Plan (2004-2006), Stanisław Bienias, Ministry of Regional Development, Poland
· Use of ESF Evaluation Findings in Austria: Evaluation of the Sub-Priority "Adult Education" of the Employment Operational Programme (2007-2013), Regina Barth, Ministry for Education, Arts and Culture, Austria
· Ex Post Evaluation of the ERDF in Objective 1 and 2 Programmes (2000-2006) - Kai Stryczynski, European Commission, DG REGIO
· Evaluation of ESF Support to Gender Equality - Effie Meletiou (European Commission, DG EMPL)
Discussion with reference to the Opening Speech

	10.50-11.15
	COFFEE BREAK



	11.15-12.15

	Discussion with all Participants 

Questions: 
· Based on your experience, what are the factors that make the use of evaluation results easier, more attractive and effective?

· What can be improved in your current practice? 

(These questions will form the basis for discussion – all participants are encouraged to take an active part in the discussion)
	Moderator: Jacki Davis, Journalist 
Wrap up of the panellists presentations 
Discussion with all participants 


	12.15-12.30
	Closing Remarks
	Summary of discussion and conclusions by Prof. Murray Saunders, Lancaster University, UK 

	12.30-13.45
	LUNCH


	AFTERNOON SESSION: Evaluation Methods - Delivering Evidence and Explaining Impact

	13.45-14.45
	First Part

Question: What are the challenges in applying Counterfactual Impact Evaluation in Cohesion Policy? 

(this question will form the basis for discussion – all participants are encouraged to take an active part in the discussion)
	Moderator: Antonella Schulte-Braucks 

(European Commission, DG EMPL) 

Expert: Prof. Bernhard Boockmann 
(Institute for Applied Economic Research, Germany)

Introduction 
Presentations :

· Estimating Net Impacts of the European Social Fund in England, Paul Ainsworth, ESF Evaluation, Jobseekers and Work Programme Division, Department for Work and Pensions, UK
· Feedback on the Evaluation Experiences during the Implementation, Ignác Siba, National Development Agency, Hungary 
Discussion with all participants

	14.45-15.45

	Second Part

Question: How to make an appropriate choice of methods to evaluate Cohesion Policy?
(this question will form the basis for discussion – all participants are encouraged to take an active part in the discussion)
	Moderator: Veronica Gaffey

(European Commission, DG REGIO)
Expert: Prof. Harvey Armstrong 
(University of Sheffield, UK)
Introduction
Discussion with all participants

	15.45-16.00
	Summary of the Meeting
	· Antonella Schulte-Braucks 

     (European Commission, DG EMPL)
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