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Brussels, 15 March 2010
Regions and cities prepare for the 2010 edition of Brussels' top institutional event 
OPEN DAYS, the European Week of Regions and Cities, held each year in October, has long been Brussels' biggest annual event on regional and urban development – but now it is also the city's best institutional event as well. On the day that the 2010 version of the OPEN DAYS was officially launched, the 2009 edition was named 'best 2009 event' in the category Associations & Institutional Meetings in an award ceremony hosted by the Brussels International Tourism & Congress office. 
The OPEN DAYS are organised jointly each year by the Committee of the Regions (CoR), the EU's assembly of regional and local representatives, and the European Commission's Regional Policy Directorate-General (DG REGIO). The 2010 event will also include 28 regional partnerships, who will organise around a third of the more than 100 conferences and seminars to be held between 4-7 October in Brussels. The other two thirds will be organised by the CoR and DG REGIO. 
The reform of cohesion policy post-2013 and the local dimension of the 'Europe 2020 strategy' will dominate  the 8th European Week of Regions and Cities. Workshops and seminars will concentrate on the three key issues of competitiveness, co-operation and cohesion and will highlight the concerns and demands of regions and cities in the run-up to the adoption by the European Commission of its 5th cohesion report, an assessment of the current state of play that will influence the Commission's thinking on the policy post-2013.
The OPEN DAYS also involve the European Parliament, private companies and financial institutions. The latter will showcase the role of public-private partnerships in developing a 'greener economy' and 'territorial co-operation' – the themes of two 'villages' hosted by the CoR. In addition, the OPEN DAYS University, which brings together top-level scholars and researchers in the field of regional and urban development, will address the issue of EU cohesion policy from a more academic point of view.  
A total of 6,000 participants, representing local, regional and national authorities, academia, EU officials and media, are expected to attend the 2010 event. In addition, under the label "Europe in our Region/City", another 260 local events will be organised all over Europe to reach an even wider public of more than 25,000.

The final programme and on-line registration will be available as of 5 July.
For more information, please visit www.opendays.europa.eu
Background of the 'Associations and Institutional Meetings Award':

http://www.brusselsmeetingsweek.be/
List of regions and cities participating in OPEN DAYS 2010:
1 goal, 7 regions, 2020 challenge

Croatian Regions (HR), Vojvodina (RS), Zilina Region (SK), South Finland (FI), West Pannonia  (HU),  Styria (AT), Kujawsko - Pomorskie (PL)

2020 Regions: Acting for the future

Castilla y Leon (ES), East of England (UK), Central Region (PT), Mid Norway (NO), West Norway (NO),  England's Northwest (UK), Warmia and Mazury (PL), North Portugal (PT), Saxony (DE), Central Denmark  (DK)

Adriatic Macro Region towards Enlargement

Emilia-Romagna (IT), Croatian Pannonia (HR), Maribor (SI), Shkodër (AL), Sarajevo Canton (BA), Molise (IT), Marche (IT), Kadikoy (TR), Istarska Region (HR)

Advanced Co-operation in the North Sea - English Channel

Niedersachsen (DE), Västra Götaland (SE), Northern Netherlands Provinces (NL), East of Scotland (UK),  West Sussex (UK), North Denmark (DK), North Holland (NL), Upper Normandy (FR), South Norway  (NO),  South Holland (NL), Bremen (DE)

Atlantic Alliance 

Galicia (ES), Andalusia  (ES), Lower Normandy (FR), Basque Country  (ES), Brittany (FR), Irish Regions (IE), Northern Ireland (UK), EGTC Galicia-North Portugal (ES-PT), Wales (UK), Cornwall (UK)

Baltic Sea Group

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (DE), Tallinn (EE), East Sweden (SE), Hamburg (DE), Westpomerania (PL), South West Finland (FI), Schleswig-Holstein (DE), Central Sweden (SE), Malmö (SE), West Finland (FI), Zealand (DK)

Baltic-Adriatic Corridor Regions

Zlín Region (CZ), Friuli Venezia Giulia (IT), Trencin Region (SK), Lodz Region (PL), Pomorskie (PL),  Carinthia (AT), Silesia (PL)

BAPTS – Boosting Advanced Public Transport in Cities and Regions in North-West Europe

Bielefeld (DE), Eindhoven (NL), Tees Valley and Durham / Darlington (UK), Essex / Southend-on-Sea (UK), Nantes Metropole (FR), Lille Metropole (FR), City of Liege (BE), Rhine-Main transport Region (DE), Dublin Region (IE)

Bringing Europe 2020 Beyond GDP

Stockholm Region (SE), Lviv Region (UA), Randstad (NL), West Ireland (IE), Malopolska (PL), Ljubljana (SI), Navarra (ES)

Capital Cities and Regions

Brussels Capital Region (BE), Prague (CZ), Nicosia (CY), Ile de France (FR), Bratislava (SK), Vienna (AT), Madrid (ES), Berlin-Brandenburg (DE), Budapest (HU), Sofia (BG), G-4 (Amsterdam, The Hague, Rotterdam, Utrecht) (NL), London (UK)

Climate KIC – innovating regions for a greener Europe

West Midlands (UK), Arnhem Nijmegen (NL), Valencian Region (ES), Hessen (DE), Utrecht (NL), Central Hungary (HU), Lower Silesia (PL)

Competitive Regions for Offshore Renewables

North East England (UK), Southern Denmark (DK), Finistere (FR), South East England (UK), Scotland (UK), South West of England (UK), Stavanger (NO), Cantabria (ES), Yorkshire and Humber (UK)

Competitive Territories Promoting Social Inclusion

Province of Barcelona (ES), Stockholm (SE), Dublin (IE), Greater Manchester  (UK), Stuttgart (DE), Province of Rome (IT), Province of Venice (IT), Varna (BG)

Creative and Inclusive Economic Growth Network

Lisbon and Tagus Valley (PT), Bucharest (RO), Azores (PT), Estonia (EE), Abruzzo (IT), Latvia (LV), Lithuania (LT), Opolskie (PL), West Sweden (SE), Veneto (IT)

Creative Regions Partnership

Saxony-Anhalt (DE), Mazovia Region (PL), Ústí Region (CZ), Latvian Regions (LV), Region of Murcia (ES), Sardinia (IT), Gloucestershire (UK), Merseyside (UK), Cyprus (CY), Eszak-Alfold (HU), Presov Region (SK)

Cross-border cooperation in the Upper Rhine Region and the Greater Region

Alsace (FR), German speaking Community of Belgium (BE), Wallonia Region (BE), Baden-Württemberg (DE), Luxembourg (LU), Northwestern Switzerland (CH), Rhineland-Palatinate (DE), Lorraine (FR), Saarland (DE)

Euroregion for territorial Integration

Rhône-Alpes (FR), Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur (FR), Catalonia (ES), Balearic Islands (ES), Languedoc Roussillon (FR), Liguria (IT), Midi-Pyrénées (FR), Piedmont (IT), Southern Transdanubia (HU), Aosta Valley (IT)
Innovative Employment in Europe's Cities and Regions

Lazio (IT), Extremadura (ES), North Hungary (HU), Castilla-La Mancha (ES), Strovolos (CY), Republic Srpska (BA), Southern England (UK), Wielkopolska (PL)

Local Intermediate Authorities: Driving Territorial Co-operation

Province of Luxembourg (BE), Aachen (DE), Hautes-Pyrénées (FR), Province of Limburg (BE), Hohenlohekreis (DE), Province of Namur (BE), Florina (GR), Campobasso (IT)

Local Intermediate Authorities: Key Actors for Cohesion

Province of Badadajoz (ES), Dahme-Spreewald (DE), Province of Castellón  (ES), Nord (FR), Côtes d'Armor (FR), Alessandria (IT), Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén (HU), Prahova (RO), Kozani (GR), Province of Cáceres (ES).
Local Intermediate Authorities: Mobilising Competitive Territories

Province of Liège (BE), Grevena (GR), La Spezia (IT), Steinfurt (DE), Eure (FR), Deux Sèvres (FR), Province of Turin (IT), Flemish Brabant (BE), Catania (IT)

Local Urban Development Network Turin (IT), Starogard (PL), Bacau (RO), Gothenburg (SE), Venice (IT), Seville (ES), Belfast  (UK)

Northern Sparsely Populated Areas (NSPA)

East Finland (FI), North Sweden (SE), North Finland (FI), Mid Sweden (SE), North Norway (NO)

Regions and cities in action  for territorial co-operation

Nord-Pas de Calais (FR), Apulia Region (IT), Kent (UK), Valencia (ES), Lubuskie (PL), Campania (IT), Municipality of Bourgas (BG), Dunkirk (FR)

Regions and the EU 2020 Strategy - Competitiveness Regions make it happen!

Lower Austria (AT), Tuscany (IT), West of Scotland (UK), Picardie (FR), Tampere (FI), North Rhine-Westphalia (DE), East Wales (UK), East Netherlands (NL), North Brabant (NL), Limburg (NL)

S.M.I.L.E.: Sustainable Mobility and Innovation for Local Entities

Genoa (IT), Grenoble (FR), Vrancea (RO), Hannover (DE), Warsaw (PL), Rome (IT), Swietokrzyskie Region (PL)

Territorial co-operation: improving quality of life

Umbria (IT), Nitra (SK), Podlaskie (PL), Alentejo (PT), South East Region (BG), Twente (NL), City of Lodz  (PL), Seferihisar  (TR), Lubelskie (PL), Central Bohemia (CZ)

Towards an Alpine Macro Region

South Tyrol (IT), Lombardy (IT), Trentino (IT), Tyrol (AT), Western Slovenia (SI), Franche-Comté (FR)
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