Quotes from OPEN DAYS
"Well, I think the Baltic Sea Strategy is very much a response to globalisation, it's about using the challenges and opportunities that globalisation give us by improving our cooperation, by connecting young entrepreneurs and universities in the regions for instance."

Cecilia Malmström, Swedish minister for European Affairs
"Climate change has to be tackled globally and locally and I hope that while the Baltic Sea Strategy develops that there will be projects where we can move from today's economy to a more eco-efficient economy when it comes to business, when it comes to energy or transport."
Cecilia Malmström, Swedish minister for European Affairs
"Many solutions to climate change are to be found in cities and regions. Altering the way we live on a very day-to-day basis can't be done by national governments and it can't be done by international organisations. It has to be done by local and regional authorities in partnership with institutions like the European Union in order to help us find more sustainable ways of living."

John Tomaney, Newcastle University
"Europe needs to have a clearer overall vision of where Europe needs to go -  this is what we call the integrated strategy […] and from that we need better systems basically to engage member states in how they are contributing to that."

Benedict Wauters, Deputy director - ESF Agency Flanders
"The competition is very hard out there so we have to do our very best to use our resources in a more efficient way. We have to trust people that they have ideas, we have to trust small businesses that they are innovative but we also have to create an environment for them to be innovative and I think that's how we can cope with the economic crisis that we have right now."
Maud Olofsson, Minister for Enterprise and Energy, Deputy Prime Minister, representing the Swedish Presidency
I think we can take the lead in changing our economy to a more eco-efficient one and of cause the cohesion policy is one part of that but also the transport policy, the regional policy, the agriculture policy, the innovation policy. If we all use all our resources in the right direction we can be in a very good position in the future."

Maud Olofsson, Minister for Enterprise and Energy, Deputy Prime Minister, representing the Swedish Presidency
"The Cohesion policy is of great importance because it allows us to equalize the levels between different regions. Even if the global situation is difficult from a financial point of view the unemployment rate raised only 1.5% in our region. Without structural funds and cohesion policy the unemployment in the economic crisis would be much higher."

Jan Kozlowski, Marshal, Pomorskie region (Poland)
"I am definitely convinced that the cohesion policy helps but it also creates significant risks connected with the huge development which is implemented within the EU cohesion policy for transportation infrastructure, water management and for the waste infrastructure. We will have huge investments, huge buildings, huge infrastructure and the operational costs will be very high. We have to deal with these risks and we have to deal with the benefits of the EU cohesion policy."
Jirina Jilkova, Institute for Economics and Environmental Policy, Prague
On climate change:

"European cities have to play a key role because they produce almost 80% of emissions. They have to be prepared for the implementation of new measures and I'm a little bit afraid that they are not enough prepared. They need some time, some resources and some knowledge to be better prepared."

Jirina Jilkova, Institute for Economics and Environmental Policy, Prague
"The European Union has to look at the regions and particularly at the insular areas that I am coming from as well to see their specific needs concerning the energy and development resources in order to investigate in which way the Union can help to solve the problems existing due to climate change."

Nikitas Nikitakos, University of Aegean
"I think cohesion policy is really important regarding the continuing growth particularly of the Eastern European countries and the Mediterranean countries or regions because if there is an economic breakdown to a substantial extent there is a large loss as compared to a situation in which there is some assistance. And I do hope that the cohesion support from the European Union would help a little bit to overcome the very difficult situations in some of the member countries."

Eberhard Jochem, Fraunhofer Institute of Systems and Innovation, Karlsruhe
On cohesion policy:

"This policy needs to be a place based policy, needs to be a policy which is not sectoral but is regional or local. It is a policy that needs to be based on investment that develops public goods in places and it is a policy that needs to put together different actors across different levels of governance."

Mario Pezzini, OECD 
"The financial and economic crisis and the growing awareness of the threats of climate change underline the need for strategies centred on sustainable living."
Christine Chapman, rapporteur, Future of the Lisbon Strategy 

"There is a long-term objective of cohesion policy and that is to foster development across Europe and to make sure that even those regions which are lacking behind can unlock their potentials and use the opportunities they have." 

Dirk Ahner, Director General for Regional Policy, European Commission
"In this crisis now what cohesion policy can do to help is that we try to accelerate as much as we can the implementation of projects on the ground for a double reason. First, the implementation of projects demands for jobs. Second, in this way we build already a potential for further growth in the future. So at the moment the key slogan for cohesion policy is: Do it rapidly, do it well."

Dirk Ahner, Director General for Regional Policy, European Commission
"Climate change both as far as fighting climate change is concerned and as far as adaptation to the effects of climate change is concerned needs best to be done at a regional level because it depends very much on local conditions which exist." 

Dirk Ahner, Director General for Regional Policy, European Commission
"I think what we have seen from Estonia very clearly is that when a crisis hits then the long-term policy such as cohesion policy with this urgency of financing and also having a thought through what needs to be done in a long-term is really very helpful because when a crisis hits everybody tries to take care of the immediate problems and there is less attention and money left over for the long-term development so in that sense cohesion policy is very well placed to make sure that also in the long-term we are still on the right road." 
Kadri Uustal, Counsellor Permanent Representation of Estonia to the EU
"Yes we can change the system of cohesion policy to become more result-orientated. I think it's the one and only important message: It is possible and we should do it. There is still time, it is technically possible and I guess it's up to all the hundreds of people who are in this room to make sure it will also become politically possible."

Kadri Uustal, Counsellor Permanent Representation of Estonia to the EU
"I think cohesion policy can best help regions do what they do best. And that means helping give regions the tools they need to identify what their competitive advantage is. It means creating the incentives for partnership to form between public and private non-profit organisations at the regional level and I think it also means thinking about how public policy can invest in those public goods and services that are most necessary to help regions seeing their economic potential."

Mark Drabenstott, OECD.

"Concerning issues like climate change, the solution has a regional footprint. If you look at renewable energy for example, wind energy, solar energy, all of these are going to be focused on regional solutions and, in a case of climate change, regional adaptation. So I think that a regional approach is absolutely essential."

Mark Drabenstott, OECD.
"I would like to say to the people who are in the Committee of the Regions now it's your time really to show that you can help Europe to get out of the crisis, that you can use all the possibilities that also Europe is offering you and just try to feel responsible for where Europe is going and what we are going to leave for the next generation." 

Danuta Hübner, Chairwoman of the European Parliament's Committee on Regional Development (REGI)

