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Cornwall (Regional Partnership on Transition Regions in Europe)

Type: Information Event

Title: Europe Direct Information Event
Date start: Date end:

Organiser; Cornwall County Council

Venue: Truro

Outline

The local event, this will be organised through Europe Direct Cornwall. Cornwall Council will
hold an event to promote the activities of the European Union. The event will take the form of
a display and will be situated in a prominent place in the County. Using materials available
from the European Commission, European Parliament and other European Institutions,
Europe Direct Cornwall will provide information on topics such as living, working and travelling
in other Member States, European Policy and information for Schools. The event will also
provide information on all areas of the Commission’s Communication priorities for 2009. The
target audience will be the general public.

More information:

Europe Direct Cornwall: http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=38623




East Midlands (Achieving Regional Innovation: Innovative Regions for
Growth)

Type: Workshop

Title: Launch of the East Midlands iNets

Date start: 14/10/2009 Date end: 14/10/2009
Organiser: East Midlands Development Agency

Venue: Nottingham

Chair: Barry Stickings, Chair of East Midlands Innovation
Speakers: To be confirmed
Mike Carr — Executive Director of Business Services, emda

David Wallace — International and Innovation Director, emda

Outline

This local event will focus on the development of the East Midlands’ regional innovation
strategy and will highlight the methodologies used within the region to deliver the strategy.
The event will outline regional best practice tools used to enhance knowledge transfer,
including successful collaborations between the Regional Development Agency (emda),
regional universities and local businesses.

In particular, the event will showcase the regional iNets, business-led innovation networks
which provide support to help businesses in the region’s key sectors to become more
innovative. These key sectors focus on sustainable construction, food and drink, transport
and healthcare/bioscience.

The event will emphasise the need to foster regional innovation in order to meet national and
European objectives. The workshop will be targeted at public sector actors, regional
businesses within the key growth sectors, university partners and other European
stakeholders. The event aims to facilitate an interactive dialogue between all stakeholders in
the field of innovation policy in order to share best practice.

More information:

East Midlands Development Agency (emda): http://www.emda.org.uk/main/

East Midlands Innovation: http://www.eminnovation.org.uk/Default.aspx




East of England (2020 Regions: Acting for the Future)

Event 1

Type: Conference/Exhibition

Title: Exhibition of Advanced Manufacturing and Engineering (EAMEQ9)
Date start: 22/09/2009 Date end: 23/09/2009

Organiser: Hethel Engineering Centre

Venue: Hethel

Chair: Several to cover numerous conferences

Outline

Through a two programme of exhibitions and conferences, EAMEQ9 (Exhibition for Advanced
Manufacturing & Engineering) will promote the engineering excellence of the East of England
Region. This will be achieved via conferences focused on stimulating greater university-
business dialogue and by providing opportunities for knowledge transfer and networking
within the engineering and automotive sectors. In addition, approximately 80-100 exhibits and
stands will cater for the estimated 300-400 participants from a range of public and private
organisations. These include higher education establishments, the MAS East (Manufacturing
Advisory Service), Business Link East, EEDA (Regional Development Agency) and the
Learning and Skills Council, through Train to Gain and Sector Skills Councils.

Target group
Universities, business organisations the automotive sector, local and regional authorities,

More information: www.hethelcentre.com

Event 2

Type: Conference

Title: Creating the Greenest County

Date start:  02/10/2009 Date end: 02/10/2009

Organiser: Suffolk County Council, Environment Agency
Venue: Ipswich

Outline

Across Suffolk, communities, businesses and organisations need to consider how climate
change may affect them, so that our environment and economy continue to be well placed to
respond. Adaptation means planning ahead so that we can meet the challenges that the
future climate brings.

This year's "Creating the Greenest County" conference will be looking at:

- Climate adaptation ~ what does it mean for Suffolk, practical advice and producing an
action plan.

- Mitigation - what can we do to reduce our emission and slow down climate change.

- Launching the Creating the Greenest County Awards 2010.

More information:
http://www.greensuffolk.org/events/creating the greenest county conference friday 2nd oc
tober 2009 trinity park ipswich 9 15am 4 30pm




England's Northwest (2020 Regions: Acting for the Future)

Type: Workshop
Title: Fast Tracking into the mainstream - how can this best be achieved?
Date start: 05/11/2009 Date end: 05/11/2009

Organiser European Co-operation Group (comprises 2 main regional agencies plus range
of sectors) in conjunction with NWDA European Programme Executive

Venue Manchester

Chair: thc

Speakers: It is hoped to include:

David Malpass or Emma Kirkpatrick, North West Development Agency (NWDA), European
Programme Executive

Michel Lamblin, Akos Szabo or Elena Ferrario, Interreg IVC Secretariat

URBACT contact (yet to be determined)

Matt Nichols, INTERACT

Dr Pernille Kousgaard, Director of Policy, NWDA

Outline

“Fast tracking” of projects and transferring their findings into mainstream programmes is a
fairly new approach. The North West of England is keen to explore this opportunity to ensure
that the region as a whole benefits from the impacts of transnational projects. The workshop
will showcase some current transnational projects which have North West involvement, some
projects from the main ERDF/ESF programme.

The target audience will be:-

CoR members

Senior Decision makers

Politicians

North West ERDF Programme Executive

Members of the European Co-operation Group
Participants in any transnational projects in the region
Participants in mainstream ERDF/ESF projects

More information:
Various transnational project websites

NWDA website www.erdfnw.co.uk

DRAFT Proposed Programme for the event :
Workshop: Fast Tracking into the Mainstream — How can this best be achieved?
Chair: ClIr Flo Clucas, CoR member and Chair of North West European Partnership (NWREP)

Content: List of North West Fast Track Projects, their contact people in the North West and
the NWDA or GONW contact they would be linked to, dependant on programme or theme.

Speakers: Interreg IVC — either Michel Lamblin, Akos Szabo or Elena Ferrario
URBACT - query with Maria



INTERACT — Matt Nichols

9.30am Registration

10.00am Welcome and opening remarks
ClIr Flo Clucas

10.15am North West approach to co-operation/transnational activities
thc

10.30am Fast Track Projects — what are they and what do they do?
One of the above speakers to set the scene

10.50am Coffee

11.05am North West Participation in Fast Track Projects

1. Hero - lan Wray — Martin Eyres

2. NetTopic

3. MaxinNov

4. CoNet

5. Making Knowledge Work

6. MiniEurope (example of project aiming to link into mainstream)
(Projects to give a brief outline of aims and proposed outcomes.)

12.00 Links to mainstream ERDF programme/NWDA themed contacts/ESF contact
David Malpass/Emma Kirkpatrick

12.15 Panel discussion to include audience on how best to link the outcomes from these
projects into the mainstream — facilitated by lan Hill

12.55 Summary
CllIr Flo Clucas

1.00pm Lunch and opportunity to discuss projects with partners



Glasgow (Urban-rural alliances - METREX plus)

Type: Workshop

Title: Regions working together on a healthier Europe - Mitigating climate change
Date start: 30/10/2009 Date end: 30/10/2009

Organiser : Glasgow- METREX

Venue: Glasgow

Chair: Roger Read, Secretary General, METREX

Speakers:
Dr. Sebastain Carney, Research Fellow, Manchester University

Dr. Grahame Buchan, Manager, Glasgow and the Clyde Valley Stratgeic Planning and
Development Authority (GCVSPDA)

Outline

Target group - Those responsible for climate change mitigation in Scottish metropolitan
regions and areas (city regions).

Purpose of Workshop - The GCVSPDA led the InterMETREXplus project (under Interreg
IIIC), which piloted the GRIP model for the preparation of green house gas emission
inventories and the exploration of mitigation scenarios at the metropolitan (city region) level.
The project received an Award from the Scottish Government in 2009 for "outstanding
performance and quality in Development Plans". The purpose of the Workshop will be to
disseminate this effective EU developed practice to the other Scottish metropolitan areas,
which, from January 2009, also have Development Authorities with a direct interest in climate
change mitigation.

More information

GCVSPDA - www.gcvcore.gov.uk

METREX - www.eurometrex.org




Gloucestershire (Creative and Inclusive Economic Growth Network)

Type: Briefing

Title: The European Union institutions, Programmes and Funding
Date start: 20/10/2009 Date end:20/10/2009

Organiser: Gloucestershire County Council

Venue: Gloucester

Chair:

Susan Stoner, European Manager

Speakers:

Representation of the European Commission in London
Representation of the European Parliament in London
Ahmed Goga, Gloucestershire First

Jane Griffiths, Head Teacher

Martin Kimber, Youth Team Leader

Outline

The event will give local politicians an introduction to the EU institutions and decision-making
process, with presentations from the Representation of the European Commission and the
European Parliament in London. It will also familiarise them with the EU funding programmes
that Gloucestershire has used, in order to deliver some of its priorities. These EU funding
programmes include ESF, Comenius, Leonardo da Vinci and Interreg. There will be

presentations from local people who have already used these funds.



Kent (Addressing the Crisis through Skills and Inclusion: Regional and
local responses)

Type: Workshop

Title: Maximizing EU Opportunities in a Time of Change
Date start: 22/10/2009 Date end: 22/10/2009
Organiser: Kent County Council

Venue: Canterbury

Chair: Alan Marsh, Lead Member International, Kent County Council
Speakers:
Dafydd Pugh, Kent County Council

Representatives of higher education and business community in Kent

Outline

Within the current challenging economic context, this workshop will bring together
representatives of the public sector in Kent with representatives of the business, voluntary
and higher education sectors, to:

Showcase practical examples of where cooperation with European partners has delivered
benefits for organisations in Kent and their partners

Identify how to maximise opportunities and impact from European co-operation in the current
challenging economic context

Discuss the challenges for successful cooperation and how to meet them

Particular attention will be paid to opportunities for stakeholders from the various sectors
represented to work together under European programmes. A “speed-dating” breakout
session will also offer project promoters and delegates the chance for one-to-one meetings to
follow up on issues raised in plenary.

More information:
Kent County Council - International Affairs Group

http://www.kent.gov.uk/business/support-services-and-advice/international-profile
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Lancashire (Cohesive Regions for a Stronger Europe)

Type: Workshop

Title: Universities as the Drivers of Knowledge Transfer through Business- Academic
Interaction

Date start: 20/10/2009 Date end: 20/10/2009
Organiser : Lancashire Brussels Office

Venue: Lancaster

Chair: Tanja Siggs, Lancashire Brussels Office

Speakers: Dion Williams, Lancaster University

Steve Riches, Knowledge Business Centre, Lancaster University
Prof. David Hutchison, InfoLab21, Lancaster University

Neal Barfoot, EuropeDirect Lancashire

Georgi Dimitrov, European Commission (thc)

Outline

Knowledge transfer and improved university, SME and local authority partnership-working is a
key priority at all levels — European, national and regional.

The workshop will underline the importance and benefits of joint-working to create modern
regional economies that exploit knowledge, skills and innovation to boost economic growth.

Lancaster University’s InfoLab21 and Knowledge Business Centre (KBC) have been
developed with the support of European funding. InfoLab21 and the KBC will be used to
demonstrate how businesses, academics and community partners can be drawn together in
an innovation cluster to facilitate joint research projects and ventures. This
business/academic/local authority collaboration through InfoLab21 and the KBC creates the
foundation to build long-term mutually beneficial relationships to create economic growth for
the benefit of the whole community.

More information:

InfoLab21, Lancaster University : http://www.infolab21.lancs.ac.uk/
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Liverpool (European Capitals of Culture)

Type: Workshop

Title: Local organisations and local inclusion
Date start: 22/10/2009 Date end: 22/10/2009
Organiser: Merseyside Network for Europe

Venue: Liverpool

Outline

‘Local Organisations and Local Inclusion’ will provide a best practice showcase for
Merseyside third-sector organisations to show how they work, support and develop inclusive
activities for local people. This event will provide participants and the general public with
access to information about local organisations, including those supported by European
programmes. It will comprise an exhibition, information exchange, workshops and networking
opportunities. Workshops will discuss good practice examples in the topics of social
enterprise, community development, housing and energy efficiency and other relevant areas.
The event will be hosted by Merseyside Network for Europe, the third-sector co-ordinators for
Merseyside.
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London (capital Cities)

Type: Workshop/Round table

Title: Open Days 2009: Capital Cities raise the challenge
Date start: 12/10/2009 Date end: 12/10/2009
Organiser: Municipality of London

Venue: London

Chair: --

Speakers: --

Outline

Open Days represent a unigue opportunity for cities and regions to share approaches and
possible solutions to common problems, such as urban mobility, climate change, urban
environment, etc. It is however essential that information gathered in Brussels are spread at
the local level.

For that reason, Capital Cities have decided to organise an original « format » of local events
specifically aiming at disseminating the Open Days experience at home. The format will thus
consist of a similar workshop/round table to be organised in each capital belonging to the
partnership for a selected target of experts and interested parties : local decision makers,
financial operators, public administrators, university professors active in urban and spatial
planning, etc..

The agenda of the events will follow a common scheme.

The first part of the workshop will be devoted to a briefing about the Open Days and their
main results, including a resume of policies, programs and projects presented by the other
members in Brussels. A second part will be reserved for an open debate with the audience.

All workshops will be held on the same date and time, and if technically possible, they will be
interconnected via video-conference.

A press conference will follow. Materials relating to the Open Days will be also distributed.

This joint exercise should stimulate the creation of cooperation linkages among the partners
even after the Open Days.
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Merseyside (Creative and Inclusive Economic Growth Network)

Type: Conference

Title: Public Art & Regeneration: ‘DREAM’ - St. Helens
Date start: 27/10/2009 Date end: 28/10/2009
Organiser: St Helens Metropolitan Borough Council
Venue: St Helens

Chair: To be confirmed
Speakers:

Speaking will be a range of public art specialists, artists and stakeholders representing the
following fields:
Public art
Regeneration and the economy
European & international affairs
Local, Sub-regional & Regional affairs
Public, private & voluntary sectors
Community participation & engagement
Creative direction & arts commissioning
The media
Ministerial & civic representation

Description

The Big Art Project is a unique 4-year public art commissioning initiative inaugurated in
Autumn 2005 by Channel 4, with an invitation to the public to nominate sites where they
wanted to see a work of art. The Big Art Project has seven sites around the UK.

The premise of the project was to action research to:

investigate the impact of public participation in the entire process of commissioning
public art, in a relationship with curators, artists, policymakers and funding agencies

instigate new working practices which stimulate cultural opportunities embedded in
local communities.

A documentary series, which follows some of this process, will air in a peak-time slot on
Channel 4 in May 2009. However these projects have a cultural and social legacy beyond
television and as a result the Big Art Project is something much bigger than just a TV
documentary and it is this area that will underpin the proposed conference in St. Helens in the
autumn.

The conference will use Big Art St. Helens and St. Helens Borough Council’'s commissioning
of Jaume Plensa’s Dream, as a case study of commissioning, framed through a best practice
local authority model in relation to art, regeneration and its European dimensions. The
screening of clips from the C4 documentary will provide a framework for the event.

Target groups

The event is aimed at artists, public art practitioners, commissioners, producers, curators,
local authorities, arts/community and regeneration officers, lecturers, researchers, students,
policy-makers, education and cultural sectors, regional development agencies

More information: www.bigartsthelens.com; www.dreamsthelens.com;

email: garymaddock@stehelens.gov.uk
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North East England (Addressing the Crisis through Skills and Inclusion:
Regional and local responses)

Type: Workshop
Title: Europe In Our Region
Date start: 23/10/2009 Date end: 23/10/2009

Organiser: Europe Direct in co-operation with One NorthEast and North East England Office
in Brussels

Venue: Chester le Street (Durham County)

Chair: One NorthEast

Speakers: A mix of local, regional, national and European speakers

Outline

North East England’s local event will focus on how the region is increasing its engagement
with the European Union and how we can benefit from learning from other EU regions. The
event will showcase some examples of regional projects and initiatives that are tackling key
European challenges, sharing best practice and improving local service delivery.

This one-day event will bring the Brussels Open Days back to the region, building on the
themes debated in our Brussels event. We will look at successful projects and opportunities to
learn from partners from other European countries. We will raise awareness about how North
East England is represented within the European institutions and the advice and support
organisations which can be contacted locally.

The event will be aimed at elected local politicians, officers and practitioners from local
authorities, the regional development agency, social partners, universities, non-governmental
organisations and project partners from across Europe. The content of the event will be
designed to engage the audience, including people who have little or no previous experience
of European work and funding, in order to raise their awareness of the opportunities available.
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Northern Ireland (atlantic Alliance)

Type: 2 day information event and celebration of Europe
Title: Opportunity Europe

Date start: 20/10/2009 Date end: 21/10/2009
Organiser: Belfast City Council

Venue: Belfast

Outline

This event is aimed mainly at post primary schools from all over the region. It celebrates
being part of Europe and offers many stalls and master classes giving an insight into
language, work opportunities, doing business and culture in Europe including a food
experience. The event is also open to the public and participants include the Embassies and
Consuls, European Commission, European Parliament, OFMDFM, Queens University and
many more.

This is the sixth time Belfast has held this event.

More information: http://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/
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South West Region (Atlantic Alliance)

Type: Workshop

Title: South West Maritime Task Force workshop — the European dimension of Maritime
Spatial Planning

Date start: Date end:
Organiser : Devon County Council

Venue : Exeter
Chair: Clir Humphrey Temperley, South West Regional Assembly

Speakers:

Expert from the European Commission on the Maritime Spatial Planning Roadmap (tbc)
Clir Humphrey Temperley, South West Regional Assembly

Representative from the Dorset Coast Forum (tbc)

Representative from Devon County Council (tbc)

South West Maritime Task Force Members (to be defined)

Outline

The South West Maritime Task Force was established in 2006 to develop a regional response
to the Green Paper on a Future Maritime Policy and gathers a broad representation of experts
in the maritime sector in the South West of England. The Maritime Task Force now focuses
on engaging the South West of England with maritime and coastal policy at European level.

This workshop will focus on the ongoing work at European level on developing key principles
underpinning a common approach to Maritime Spatial Planning in the European Union (EU).
A representative from DG Maritime Affairs and Fisheries will be invited to present the state of
play with regards to the process of developing common principles for Maritime Spatial
Planning in the EU. The intervention will be followed by two short presentations from the
Dorset Coast Forum and Devon County Council focusing on the relevance of maritime spatial
planning as addressed in the C-SCOPE project and the CAMIS project.

The final session will allow South West Maritime Task Force Members to debate the
development of a common approach to maritime spatial planning in Europe with the
European Commission.

More information:
South West Maritime Task Force

The aim of the South West Maritime Task Force is to ensure the full and effective
engagement of South West Regional partners in current and future European and National
Coastal and Marine Policy development and delivery.

The purpose of the SW Maritime Taskforce (SWMTF) is:

» To ensure that the SW region has a voice at a National and European level in relation to
marine and coastal policy development.

» To critically assess and respond to policy consultations relating to the coast and marine
environment with a regional perspective

« To encourage partnership working and collaborative and complementary project
development with both regional and European partners in order to deliver policy outlined in
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the Integrated Maritime Policy for the European Union and the Marine Strategy Framework
Directive

« To promote collaborative working in order to maximise potential funding opportunities for
the Southwest

» To encourage a strategic view on coastal and marine development at a regional scale

» To promote the SW Region as an exemplar in marine and coastal management, maritime
industry and marine science

Membership

The SWMTF membership is comprised of the following organisations:
South West Regional Assembly

South West Regional Development Agency
Cornwall County Council

Devon County Council

Dorset County Council

Somerset County Council

Bournemouth Borough Council

Maritime Plymouth

South West UK Brussels Office

Natural England

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
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Southern England (Advanced Co-operation in the North Sea - English
Channel)

Type: Youth debating competition

Title: EU?.. U Wot?!

Date start: 05/12/2009 Date end: 05/12/2009
Organiser: Hampshire County Council

Venue: Winchester

Chair: Darryl Sheppard, Youth Participation Worker, Hampshire County Council;
darryl.sheppard@hants.gov.uk

Speakers:  Young people from Hampshire aged 14 — 18
Contacts:  Helen Richardson,

European Policy Officer,

Hampshire County Council,

Elizabeth Il Court,

The Castle,

GB-Winchester SO23 8UJ

Tel.: +44 (0)1962 846 108

Email: Helen.Richardson@hants.gov.ukK ;

Outline

‘EU?.. U Wot?!" is the Hampshire regional heat of the Europe-wide Assembly of European
Regions (AER) initiative ‘Do You Speak European’ competition. This is a youth debating
event for small groups of young people aged 14 to 18, offering them the opportunity to
explore what it means to be part of Europe. The competition is a public speaking and
personal expression contest which offers young people the opportunity to learn and practise
debating skills and improve their overall ability to communicate. At the same time involvement
in the event helps to raise young people’s awareness of European issues. The teams of
young people can present their entry in any format they feel is appropriate — dance, song,
speech, play etc — and each team has a maximum of 7 minutes for their presentation. The
entries are judged by a panel of experts with an interest in European affairs and young
people, including local politicians and MEPs. The winners of the event proceed to the UK
finals heat and if they win this, they are invited to participate in the European final, which
takes place in Brussels in December.

More information: Southern England Local Partners, www.selp.org.uk ;

Hampshire County Council, www.hants.gov.uk ;

AER Do You Speak European? Competition,

http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/youth/do-you-speak-european-aer-competition.html

19



Wales (Atlantic Alliance)

Type: Policy

Title: Mock Council of the European Union
Date start: 24/09/2009 Date end: 24/09/2009
Organiser: Welsh Assembly Government
Venue: Cardiff

Chair: Jane Hutt AM, Minister for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills
Speakers: thc

Outline

On Thursday 24 September 2009 our second Mock Council of the European Union will be
held. The event will involve the participation of students from twenty seven schools or
colleges from across Wales. We will also be inviting students from one of the European
regions with which the Welsh Assembly Government has a Memorandum of Understanding.

Each of the schools will represent one of the twenty seven Member States of the European
Union, with the final school representing the European Commission. The students will have
the opportunity to debate with students from other schools or colleges and vote on key issues
affecting the European Union. The event is aimed at 16 — 18 year olds who have an interest
in European affairs or politics and in lively debate. By participating in the event, students will
find out more about the European Council, the main decision-making body of the European
Union. They will also get a chance to practice their debating and diplomacy skills in a
prestigious setting in the National Assembly for Wales’ educational debating chamber ‘Siambr
Hywel’ in Cardiff Bay, and to conduct research on topical issues. The event will be observed
by teachers from the twenty eight participating schools.

More information: www.wales.gov.uk/international
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West Midlands (Lisbon Regions Network&Partners)

Type: Workshop

Title: Economic Recovery through Creativity & Innovation
Date start: Date end:

Organiser: West Midlands in Europe

Venue: Birmingham

Chair: Prof David Tidmarsh, Vice Chacellor, Birmingham City University
Speakers:

David Furmage, West Midlands Screen, Image & Sound Cluster

Lisa de Propris, University of Birmingham

Steve Harding, Birmingham City University

Frank Challenger, The Lighthouse, Wolverhampton

Outline

Under the headline for Open Days 2009 ‘Global Challenges, European Responses’, the West
Midlands local event will address how creative industries can demonstrate real potential for
boosting economic growth and competitiveness in order to tackle the current downturn.

This workshop aims to bring together and showcase a number of initiatives from around the
West Midlands region to profile the innovation and creative thinking which is fuelling these
advances and address how European policy and funding can further these developments
across Europe, particularly during the European Year of Innovation & Creativity.

In addressing the challenges and opportunities for regions, cities, universities and SMEs, both
in the creative sector and concerning innovative technologies, the workshop will present best
practise examples and showcase the best of the West Midlands region. Speakers will focus
on creative cities, clusters of creative and innovative SMEs and practical examples of
successful and high profile projects.

Target groups for the event will be local politicians, public policy professionals, business,
higher education sector and media.

More information:

West Midlands in Europe : www.westmidlandsineurope.org
Birmingham City University : www.bcu.ac.uk

University of Birmingham : www.bham.ac.uk

The Lighthouse : www.light-house.co.uk

Advantage West Midlands : www.advantagewm.co.uk
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West Wales and the Valleys (Regional Partnership on Transition
Regions in Europe)

Type: Conference

Title: Closing the gap: delivering broadband to rural Europe
Date start: 14/10/2009 Date end: 14/10/2009

Organiser: Pembrokeshire County Council

Venue: Pembroke Dock

Chair: John Davies, Leader of the Welsh Local Government Association and Pembrokeshire
County Council

Speakers: (to be confirmed)
Senior Representative of DG Information Society and Media, European Commission
Lord Stephen Carter (UK Minister for Communications, Technology and Broadcasting)

Councillor Bob Bright (Welsh Local Government Association Member of the Committee of the
Regions)

Gareth Hughes (Chief Executive, European Regional Information Society Association)
Malcolm Corbett (CEO Community Broadband Network UK)

Outline

The Welsh Local Government Association will be hosting a high-profile conference in the
Technium centre in Pembrokeshire, west Wales, to examine how effective broadband
strategies can be delivered in rural areas. Like many other rural areas in Europe, rural Wales
is lagging behind on broadband coverage. These rural areas are at a great disadvantage in
providing services, expanding customer bases, and remaining competitive with urban
competitors. This conference will look at ways to ‘close the gap’ by promoting new
developments and innovative broadband approaches, understanding the role of regulators,
structural funds and state aids in broadband schemes across Europe, understanding the
needs of rural areas by examining successful rural broadband case studies from across the
EU, and learning best practice techniques and effective public private partnerships from
across Europe. The conference will involve a number of high level presentations as well as a
facilitated panel session examining case studies from across Europe, and will be of interest to
local authorities, broadband networks, businesses and individuals from Wales and beyond
who are interested in learning how rural areas can maximise opportunities and accessibility,
and ensure that efficient broadband strategies are being provided in rural areas in Wales and
across the EU.

More information:
Welsh Local Government Association and ICT:

http://www.wlga.gov.uk/english/information-and-communication-technologies/

Technium Pembrokeshire : http://www.technium.co.uk/server.php?show=nav.8607

Welsh Local Government Association Cllir Bob Bright” Opinion on the Second Periodic Review
of the Universal Services Directive on behalf of the CoR’ Commission for Culture, Education
and Research (EDUC) :

http://www.cor.europa.eu/pages/EventTemplate.aspx?view=detail&id=08703846-60b2-4dc7-
8940-2b73f4dbefec
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Yorkshire and Humber (20/20/20 Regions against climate change)

Type: Workshop

Title: Climate Change Adaptation within the Yorkshire and Humber Region: 1. The regional
perspective on climate change adaptation; 2. The view from Brussels; 3. Best practise within
the region

Date start: 22/10/2009 Date end: 22/10/2009

Organiser : Richard Hall — Programme Director Carbon Action Yorkshire — Sustainable
Futures Company

Venue: Leeds

Chair: David Middleton — CEO Business Council for Sustainable Development - UK

Speakers: tbc

Outline

Number of delegates 10 — 30 (open to selected Yorkshire and Humber Partners in addition to
conglomerate partners)

Structure of the seminar:
1) A micro session: Regional perspective and lessons from the flooding of 2007
2) A macros session: Brussels role in climate change adaptation strategy

3) A micro session: Examples of best practise within the region from both public
and private sector and round table discussions

The event will be split into three sessions (two seminars with Q & A and a semi structured
presentation with debate), thus offering the audience a broad overview of both the regional
perspective and a view on Brussels role within regional adaptation. The final session allows
for technical experiences and case studies from both the public sector and large private
organisations whom are addressing the subject or have identified a need to. Finally share
sessions and round table discussion will take place to allow delegates to voice their plans and
where this best practise can be further disseminated. Outcomes will be recorded.
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