OPEN DAYS 2009 Application form for Regional Partnerships – 
Template for workshop descriptions
Dear authors, 

Please fill in this template and include it in your application.Please note that the below text is meant to be only guidelines for your workshop description.
Workshop: Regions working together on a healthier Europe (fill in here your workshop title)
Organiser: Fill in here please
European Commission, Regional Policy DG

Chair:
 Fill in here please
Peter Maxwell, Director, European Commission, Regional Policy DG

Speakers (max 4): 
Fill in here please
Prof. Linda Holström, University of Stockholm, Sweden

Roger McDonald, Mayor of Limerick, Ireland

Dr. Judit Kiss, University of Budapest, Hungary
Outline (not more than 200 words or 1,400 characters; please fill in below your workshop description)
Regional innovation is a priority for Europe. The workshop will address challenges and opportunities for regions, universities and SME's concerning innovative technologies and will present best practise projects undertaken in the area of intellectual property. It will outline tools, necessary partnerships; services and competencies regions needed to face future challenges. An efficient and faster transfer of knowledge and technology from public research institutions to industry is being recognised as an essential element to improving Europe's competitiveness and economic performance. The European Patent Office (EPO) will highlight existing projects, which make the IP expertise of national patent offices available to universities fostering technology transfer. Today, some actors in Europe do not fully exploit the existing possibilities, the pre-diagnosis project allows companies to have a forward-looking vision on the own competitive assets and is an opportunity to develop an IP strategy. In the IP4Inno project, the European Commission and EPO collaborate closely in increasing the understanding and the usage of intellectual property. The workshop aims at encouraging regional players to discuss intellectual property as an element for creating a better innovation environment. It provides an opportunity to bring stakeholders up to speed on various aspects of the EPO's work.
More information: (Please fill in here eventual links to related webpages)
HealthNet: www.healthnet.uk
Cornwall project: www.healthycornwall.uk
OBEY project: www.obey.hu
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