Evalsed: the online and interactive resource 
for the evaluation of socio-economic development
www.evalsed.com
Evalsed is a web-based successor to the "MEANS" Collection
, developed and published by the European Commission
. It is a free online and interactive resource providing guidance on the evaluation of socio-economic development. It promotes exchange of experience and good practice as well as increasing the relevance of evaluation to decision-making.

Evalsed consists of two main parts: a Guide and three Sourcebooks.
The Guide is for decision-makers. By emphasising both: the potential and limitations of evaluation as well as the circumstances that improve its effectiveness, the Guide:
· defines the role of evaluation in socio-economic development
· provides guidance on how to design and implement evaluations and how to ensure their quality
· discusses various ways to develop evaluation capacity and promote institutional learning
· elaborates on evaluation methods and techniques
The Sourcebooks are of particular interest to practitioners and those wishing to impart or acquire evaluation skills. The three Sourcebooks cover the following issues:
· evaluation approaches for particular themes and policy areas
· evaluation methods and techniques

· resource material on evaluation capacity building (including the case studies and examples of good practice from different EU Member States)
The texts of the Guide and three Sourcebooks are currently being reviewed and updated. The update takes account of experience gained in the mid term evaluation of the Structural Fund programmes in 2003 (and its update in 2005) as well as EU enlargement and capacity building work in the new EU Member States. The online Forum creates an opportunity for commenting on the draft texts and for providing further examples of good practice.
Revamped Evalsed
Evalsed now has a new design and “look” to make it more attractive and user-friendly. This is supported by a new navigation system - pages are now more accessible and it is easier to take advantage of the full potential of Evalsed.

The new features of Evalsed include: 

· Three brand new sections: 
The News section to keep visitors up–to-date with relevant developments in the area of evaluation, including reports on events, reviews of new publications, and of course new additions to Evalsed itself.
The Events page, providing details on upcoming events, with links to local sites where possible.
The Library page, for downloads or links to publications of evaluation reports, documents produced by DG REGIO and any other relevant documentation.

· The Forum
The interactive Forum is for debate and exchange of experience on issues affecting the evaluation of socio-economic development and evaluation capacity building. In addition, it creates an opportunity for giving feedback on the content of the website and for posting documentation which might be included in the Library. During periods of intense debate and in advance of evaluation events, special sections will be created on the Forum for discussion of "hot topics". Furthermore, online conferences are being planned and will be announced in the News section.
� MEANS Collection: Evaluating socio-economic programmes, Evaluation design and management, European Commission, Office for Official Publications of the European Communities, 1999.


� Regional Policy Directorate-General (DG REGIO).
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