II. Innovation Conference of Észak-Alföld Region

Open Days of the Committee of the Regions and 
the European Commission – decentralised event

10-11th October 2006 

Debrecen, Kölcsey Centre

Access to Innovation for SMEs in the Regions of Europe

The II. International Innovation Conference, bearing the title Access to Innovation for SMEs in the Regions of Europe will be held on the 10th and 11th of October in the Kölcsey Centre, in Debrecen in the Eszak-Alfold Region, and it is an Open Days 2006 decentralized event of the Committee of the Regions and European Commission Regional Policy General Directorate. 

The Észak-Alföld (North Great Plain) Region is situated in the north-eastern part of Hungary, and has borders with Slovakia, Ukraine and Romania. The region’s land area covers 19% of Hungary, while the population represents 15,3% of the total population of the country. The region has a significant educational and research capacity that promotes the intensive development of innovation-oriented technologies. The region provides a solid R+D base, concentrated in Debrecen and in the other two county seats, Szolnok and Nyíregyháza, which are attractive to companies seeking high quality development operations. 

Debrecen, the centre of the region, is the second biggest city in Hungary after Budapest and it has significant educational and research capacity. The continuously developing international airport of the city is a gateway to the entire world. This city is also a special development centre, based on the potentials in environmental sciences, agriculture, pharmaceutics, biotechnology and information technology.  

On the conference the representatives of the European Commission, politicians, specialists from the region will share their views on supporting the innovation-activity of the small and medium enterprises. The international partners: the Region of Champagne-Ardenne, the land of Saxony-Anhalt, Region Valencia, the Province of Flevoland, North West Romania play also an important role on the conference contributing through their best practices and experiences.   
You can find the programme and the registration form of the conference on the following website: http://www.innova.eszakalfold.hu
.
