








Karl Falkenberg,
Director-General, Environment DG

“e There is considerable potential for many
environmental projects to contribute in the short,
medium and longer term to economic development,
competitiveness [and] employment, and all this at a
regional level. ¥ 9

Katarina Mathernova,
Deputy Director-General, Regional Policy DG

“E This year Conference has gathered an
exceptional number of people coming from all over
Europe (more than 800). ‘Regions for Economic
Change' offers once again the opportunity to discuss
the importance of networking for results in critical
fields for growth and development, like creativity
and innovation, urban adaptation, climate change
and sustainable development. 33

Jan Figel,
Commissioner for Education, Training and Culture

ce The concept of creativity and innovation
that we are presenting is a broad one. It ranges
from fostering artistic self-expression — which is
avaluable goal in its own right — to harnessing
people’s creative and innovative potential to
strengthen Europe's economic competitiveness.
The underlying objective is to enable all our citizens
to better achieve their personal, social and
economic goals. ¥ ¥

Gerardo Galeote,
Chairman, Committee on Regional Development,
European Parliament

(9 1 : - . .
Cohesion policy is a driver of economic
growth and it is therefore important to exchange
good practices.¥ ¥
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Regions for Economic Change 2009

Networking for results — 16-17 February 2009, Brussels

The aim of ‘Regions for Economic Change'is to address core issues facing Europe by building a stronger link between the exchange
of good practices in EU networking programmes (INTERREG IVC and URBACT Il) and the main body of EU Cohesion funding in
national and regional operational programmes. To achieve this aim, ‘Regions for Economic Change’ has introduced four elements:
identification of priority themes focused on the Lisbon Agenda, emphasis on a two-way bridge between thematic networking and
mainstream programmes, an enhanced effort for joint communication and a ‘fast track’ option, where the Commission will offer its
expertise to a number of networks.

This brochure has been produced as part of the Commission’s work under the third element above. It collects the main points from
workshops and plenary sessions from the 2009 Regions for Economic Change spring conference — Networking for Results. Nearly
700 participants from regions throughout Europe met during the conference and discussed how European regional policy can help
regions to learn from one another and how to translate network outputs into action through mainstream programmes.

A special section in this brochure is dedicated to the RegioStars award finalists and winners, whose innovative projects were rewarded

in a formal award ceremony during the conference.

Inforegio

Consult the Inforegio website for an overview of EU Regional Policy:
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/
regio-info@ec.europa.eu
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