





attention was given to the challenge presented by demographic
trends when implementing support measures. The Operational
Programme seeks to enhance competitive and innovative capa-
bilities, and particularly those of SMEs. Investment in research and
development contributes to raising the profile of Brandenburg as a
business location.

His main message was that exchange of good practice entailed en-
hanced cooperation but also led to a kind of ‘healthy’ competition
between regions and business locations. Brandenburg exchanges
good practice with the aviation industry cluster in Hamburg. He
commented on the difficulties his authorities had in accessing fi-
nance from FP7 and CIP, which they viewed as very complex.

Mr Francesco Saverio Liguori introduced the KEEP (Knowledge
and Expertise in European Programmes) and INTERACT Knowledge
Management and Capitalisation initiatives. These tools aim to inte-
grate results from all European Territorial Cooperation programmes
and emphasise projects of exceptional quality and communicate,
European-wide, the benefits of co-operation results.

He underlined the contribution that this exchange of good prac-
tice tools could have in improving the quality of mainstream
programmes, thereby contributing to achieving the Lisbon and
Gothenburg objectives. Workshop participants conveyed the mes-
sage that Interact should extend its evaluation and network activi-
ties to FP7 and CIP.

Luc Hulsman

Francesco Saverio Liguori
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RegioStars 2009: celebrating innovation and creativity

Annual RegioStars awards were proposed as part of the package of
measures contained in the ‘Regions for Economic Change' initia-
tive adopted by the Commission in 2006. The first competition was
launched in February 2007 and first prizes were awarded in February
2008. The 2009 awards were therefore the second annual awards.

In 2009, several prizes were on offer in two broad thematic categories
- innovation & research (2009 was the European Year of Creativity and
Innovation), and fighting climate change. A third'media’category con-
cerned the best information or promotional video linked to Cohesion
Policy programmes in the Member States and regions. This category
rewarded creative approaches to communicating the value of EU sup-
port to the regions.

The prize in 2009 was international recognition of the excellence of
the finalists and winners in the relevant categories, a commemora-
tive trophy and, for projects in the thematic categories, a promotional
video. The Commission was delighted that projects from 18 Member
States responded with applications. These were assessed by an expert
jury under the Chairmanship of Mr Job Cohen, Mayor of Amsterdam.

At its first meeting, the jury drew up a shortlist of finalists. It chose the

winners at its second meeting, having further examined the projects

in the different categories. For the ‘media’ category, volunteers from

the Commission’s ‘Inform’ network of communication officers from the

Member States offered expert assistance in the pre-selection process.

The winners and the full list of finalists are presented on the following

pages.

Chairman of the 2009 Jury: Mayor Job Cohen, Mayor of Amsterdam

Members:

- Ms Anita Bhalla, BBC, UK

- Mr Clément Cohen, Expert in climate change, France

- Ms Lourdes Cruz, Red de Espacios Tecnolégicos de Andalucia,
Spain

- Prof Knut Koschatsky, Fraunhofer Institute for Systems and
Innovation Research, Germany

- Ms Urzula Machlarz, Marshal Office of the Silesian Voivodeship,
Poland

- Ms Vanja Rangus, Creativity for Innovation, Slovenia

The 6 categories for the RegioStars 2010 awards were announced at
the closing session of the RfEC annual conference, the deadline being
17 July. The Commission also linked territorial cohesion concerns to
three award categories for the first time. Two ‘CityStar’ categories are
linked to good practice in an urban context and one ICT category is
linked to rural broadband. The categories were also chosen by the
Commission to highlight good practices in thematic domains linked
to urban development, use of information and communications tech-
nologies (ICT) and social inclusion. The latter dimension is timed to
coincide with 2010, the European Year for combating poverty and so-
cial exclusion.

The deadline set for submissions was 17 July 2009.

Further information:
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/innovation/regiostars_en.htm

RegioStars 2009 - WINNERS

CATEGORY Research, Technological
Development and Innovation Change

Award winner

DIPLE Printing Technologies from Wales, UK

The printing industry plays an important role in the Welsh economy.
The Welsh Centre for Printing and Coating (WCPC) in Swansea under-
took a project entitled DIPLE, the main aim of which was to develop
case studies, undertake research on innovative uses of printing and
transfer this knowledge to industry, particularly small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs). According to the jury, this project “integrated
different challenges linked to the full life cycle of the printing sector.
The project was comprehensive, closely linked to regional needs, and
is actively seeking sustainability, including environmental sustainabil-
ity. The partnership was open to developing associated opportunities
such as applications in the health sector, lean manufacturing, etc. This
project not only sought to measure impacts [..] from the outset but also
delivered important [results] and mobilised private funding. The impact
on SMEs and regional skilled jobs and [the] focus [..] on start ups were
particularly impressive.”

Award winner

Cenaero Recherches from Hainaut, Belgium

This centre of excellence in aeronautical research has played an im-
portant role in Wallonia's economic development. The centre bases
its success on well-developed collaboration between universities and
industry, and is a recognised leader in Europe in the field of numerical
simulation, in particular for aerospace applications. The RegioStars jury
stated that “this was an outstanding project in terms of the diversity
of its activities, including research and development. The jury were
impressed by the broad-based and dense regional network behind
Cenaero Recherches. The project also stood out because of the suc-
cessful partnership based on the focused regional demand. The net-
work and partnership also appear to be good boosters for regional
employment and business creation. While the specific experience
is rooted in the particular mix of enterprises and other actors in the
Hainaut region, the methodology is transferable and relevant for oth-
ers to replicate”




CATEGORY Adaptation to or Mitigation
of Climate Change

Award winner

Centrale de production d*électricité photovoltaique en milieu tropi-
cal, lle de la Réunion, France

This station produces photovoltaic electricity from panels located on
three buildings connected to a transformer. In adapting techniques in
a tropical environment, it has helped the island towards self-sufficiency
in electricity production, and created local employment. The project
saw this as one operation amongst several that are implementing
the regional renewable energy and energy efficiency plan (PRERURE).
The jury awarded a prize because of the importance of the initiative in
terms of impact (CO2 reduction, energy generation and employment)
and because of the innovation involved in installing photovoltaics in a
cyclone-prone region. “The project is a good example of how, in the
specific territorial context of an ultra peripheral region, a strategic ap-
proach built on natural assets can lead to a well-adapted exploitation of
photovoltaic technology and contribute actively to the European effort
to combat climate change. It is also a good opportunity to enlarge such
efforts to territories or countries of the Indian Ocean”

Award winner

EnergyAgency.NRW, North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany

In times of volatile energy prices and supply, it is vitally important
to develop innovative energy technologies and provide impartial
guidance to companies, local authorities and individual citizens on
sound energy management and renewable energies. This is the role
of EnergyAgency.NRW, the new central contact point in Disseldorf
for all energy issues in North Rhine-Westphalia. The jury saw this “as
a good example of what a region can and needs to do in terms of a
broad, integrated strategy able to advise and support its businesses,
citizens [and] researchers in the effort for sustainable energy. The ob-
jectives, the methodology and most of the results of this project can
be transferred to other European Regions!

CATEGORY elevision spot or programme that
highlights the contribution of Cohesion Policy

Award winner

‘Do you know about ESPA?, Greece

The advert entitled ‘Do you know about ... ESPA? was designed by the
Greek Ministry of Economy and broadcast on major Greek public TV
channels. In the ad, the famous actor Thodoris Atheridis explains the
meaning of 'ESPA; which is the‘National Strategic Reference Framework,
defining the priorities of Cohesion Policy in Greece. According to the

RegioStars jury, “it was a dynamic TV spot which used the images of
harmony between and from old to new very well, both in terms of the
people and their surroundings — and also of the ‘actor’that is the VESPA
motorcycle. This is an amusing way of highlighting an acronym which is
not easy to explain and the short film leaves the viewer curious to find
out more about 'ESPA"and EU funding”

Two other projects received special mentions
from the RegioStars 2009 jury:

Special mention

ROADEX - Interreg project, Lead partner Vésterbotten, Sweden

This network focuses on research on a wide range of issues affecting
rural roads. This has led to the development of a range of new technolo-
gies and practices that address the particular needs of northern regions
and their users.

Special mention

Spacelnnovation SAAR, Saarland, Germany

Saarland has developed particular know-how which is useful for the
space industry. In harnessing its expertise in nanotechnologies, and
IT and automotive, and biomedical technologies through this project,
innovative industries, SMEs and research institutes in Saarland have
became partners of the European Space Agency.

RegioStars 2009 - Full list of FINALISTS

CATEGORY Research, Technological
Development and Innovation

ROADEX - Interreg project, lead partner Vasterbotten, Sweden

This project involves trans-national collaboration, networking and re-
search on a wide range of issues affecting rural roads, which maximises
their potential and contributes to the sustainability of local communi-
ties.

Lahti Cleantech Cluster, Paijat-Hame, Finland

The aim of this project was to strengthen development work between
companies and development organisations specialising in recycling,
materials and energy efficiency, water management and soil decon-
tamination.

Berlin Adlershof - City of Science, Technology and Media, Berlin,
Germany

This project saw a campus (Adlershof) developed into a leading
Science Park, improving links between science, research & technology
and innovative business and efficient services.




L]

Proof of Concept, North East of England, UK

The Proof of Concept Fund, an early-stage technology investment fund,
is at the heart of science and technology SME development, investing
at the very earliest stages of business creation and growth.

Science Park Potsdam - Golm, Brandenburg, Germany

As a result of a regional strategy, scientific and academic institutions
have established themselves at the Science Centre in Golm, this in
turn becoming one of the most significant drivers of innovation in the
region.

LOFAR, Northern Components, The Northern Netherlands Provinces,
The Netherlands

The LOFAR project is aimed at developing and constructing a sensor
network for the collection and processing of real-time streaming data
for a highly sensitive radio telescope used in an array of geophysical
sensors in the field of precision agriculture.

DIPLE Printing Technologies, Wales, UK

The main aim of DIPLE was to carry out case study projects with part-
ner companies and to develop best practice methodologies and in-
novative uses of printing to create high quality value added products.
These could then be used as the basis for knowledge transfer.

Cenaero Recherches, Hainaut, Belgium

This project aimed to start up a new centre of excellence in aeronau-
tical research dedicated to advanced simulation and modelling for
multi-physics applications, virtual manufacturing, multi-scale material
and structure modelling, multidisciplinary optimisation and high per-
formance computing.

ISFOC, Castilla la Mancha, Spain

Focusing on field tests, standardisation and know-how in a develop-
ing market, the Institute for Concentration Photovoltaic Systems aims
to work on collaborative projects in order to assist companies and uni-
versities in adapting their supply to technological demand in the field
of Concentration Photovoltaic Systems.

West Midlands Technology Network, West Midlands, UK

The aim of WMTN was to make university expertise more accessible to
companies and use it in a practical way in an effort to make a strategic
difference to the region’s productivity by increasing the competitive-
ness of regional companies.

REGENERGY, Interreg project, lead partners, Berlinand Brandenburg,
Germany

This is a Europe-wide network of pioneering communities and regions
working on innovative organisational, regulatory, policy and financing
solutions in the area of heating and cooling.

Spacelnnovation SAAR, Saarland, Germany
This initiative coordinates the innovation process between the
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European space community and non-space, high-tech sectors in
Saarland, providing a spin-in approach that generates new opportuni-
ties for cooperation.

Lasers for Micromachining and Diagnostics, Lithuania

This project brought together four Lithuanian laser technology and
photonic enterprises for the purpose of developing top quality indus-
trial lasers intended for particularly subtle micromachining.

‘Nanoscience and Nanotechnology’ Centre of Excellence, Central
Slovenia

This R&D project on nano-electronic devices for nanotechnology has
combined research facilities at public research units with those in the
business sector, providing closer cooperation and better use of re-
search results for economic development.

Ashfield Skills Centre, East Midlands, UK

This project delivered five discrete, but philosophically linked learn-
ing environments over the course of four years, delivering high quality
vocation courses to meet the skills shortages identified by local em-
ployers.

Corallia - The Hellenic Technology Clusters Initiative, Attica, Greece
This project facilitates the advancement of industry-driven innova-
tion clusters in knowledge-intensive and export-oriented technology
segments where there is capacity to build up a worldwide competi-
tive advantage and a sustainable innovation ecosystem. Corallia has
supported the emergence of the first cluster in Greece in the area of
Microelectronics and Embedded Systems.

ESTIIC: Fostering competitiveness through Innovation and the
Information Society, Interreg project, lead partner Asturias, Spain
The aim of this interregional project has not only been to improve re-
gional cooperation in specific technological areas but also to harness
the knowledge obtained through collaborative projects for use in the
future.

CATEGORY Adaptation to or Mitigation
of Climate Change

Photovoltaic Electricity Production, lle de la Réunion, France

This project involves photovoltaic electricity production from panels lo-
cated on three industrial buildings connected to a transformer, thereby
increasing the autonomy of the island’s electricity production, adapting
techniques in a tropical environment and generating local employment.

The Northern Maritime Corridor, Interreg project, lead partner
Rogaland, Norway

The overall aim and vision for this interregional project is that the
Northern Maritime Corridor constitute a means of efficient, safe and
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sustainable transportation, connecting coastal areas and enhanc-
ing regional development in the North Sea Region and the Northern
Periphery Region.

EnergyAgency.NRW, North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany

This service provider acts as a strategic platform with wide-ranging
competence in the energy domain, from funding for research, technical
developments, demonstrations and market launch to energy consul-
tancy and continuous vocational training.

CATEGORY elevision spot or programme that
highlights the contribution of Cohesion Policy

The third category in the 2009 RegioStars Awards called for TV adverts
and programmes that have highlighted the contribution of Cohesion
Policy. Clips will be shown during the RegioStars Award ceremony and
will be available with the Conference proceedings.

‘The EU Funds in the Czech Republic’ highlighted, with a witty TV ad,
the contribution of Cohesion Policy to the development of infrastruc-
ture and the improvement of the regional road network.

‘Do you know about ... ESPA? and ‘Now, you know about ...ESPA'from
Greece, cleverly played on a well known movie, to raise awareness of
the National Strategic Reference Framework.

It's good to be proud’ from Hungary, showed several short adverts
demonstrating how Hungary has developed through successful EU co-
funded projects under its National Development Plan.

‘The European Union and the Zuid-Holland Province’ of the
Netherlands produced a series of documentaries aimed at the region’s

viewers, and highlighted the wide variety of projects that have been
developed in the region through EU funding.

The ‘National Cohesion Strategy Image Campaign’from Poland used a
well known TV personality to host a show, mixing expert opinion with
the views of children, to demonstrate the impact of EU funds.
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Annex ”Sound bites"

Dirk Ahner,

Danuta Hiibner,
Director-General, Regional Policy DG

Commissioner for Regional Policy

Without an active Cohesion Policy, the Lisbon “E It is very likely that the policies planned in a
Strategy could not work properly: [. ... ] not only have particular region can be informed, reinforced or
we observed the so-called 'Lisbonisation' of Cohesion improved by experience already implemented in
Policy, but also the necessity for other policies and for another region. Regions can therefore benefit from
the Lisbon Strategy to use the experience of Cohesion networking with one another. They should share

Policy to achieve its goals. ® ¥ knowledge in order to save time and resources

and to find the optimum solution for their
circumstances. ¥ ¥

Emil Hor¢icka,
Director-General, Ministry for Regional
Development, Czech Republic

Joost Van lersel,
Chairman, Consultative Committee for Industrial
Mutation, European Economic and Social Committee

The main motor of this conference is the e | start from the presumption that globalisation
transferring of knowledge and networking.  # and technological development will remain the
driving force and will influence decisively the way in
which we Europeans shape the best environment for
sustainable development. ¥ 9



Karl Falkenberg,
Director-General, Environment DG

“e There is considerable potential for many
environmental projects to contribute in the short,
medium and longer term to economic development,
competitiveness [and] employment, and all this at a
regional level. ¥ 9

Katarina Mathernova,
Deputy Director-General, Regional Policy DG

“E This year Conference has gathered an
exceptional number of people coming from all over
Europe (more than 800). ‘Regions for Economic
Change' offers once again the opportunity to discuss
the importance of networking for results in critical
fields for growth and development, like creativity
and innovation, urban adaptation, climate change
and sustainable development. 33

Jan Figel,
Commissioner for Education, Training and Culture

ce The concept of creativity and innovation
that we are presenting is a broad one. It ranges
from fostering artistic self-expression — which is
avaluable goal in its own right — to harnessing
people’s creative and innovative potential to
strengthen Europe's economic competitiveness.
The underlying objective is to enable all our citizens
to better achieve their personal, social and
economic goals. ¥ ¥

Gerardo Galeote,
Chairman, Committee on Regional Development,
European Parliament

(9 1 : - . .
Cohesion policy is a driver of economic
growth and it is therefore important to exchange
good practices.¥ ¥
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Regions for Economic Change 2009

Networking for results — 16-17 February 2009, Brussels

The aim of ‘Regions for Economic Change'is to address core issues facing Europe by building a stronger link between the exchange
of good practices in EU networking programmes (INTERREG IVC and URBACT Il) and the main body of EU Cohesion funding in
national and regional operational programmes. To achieve this aim, ‘Regions for Economic Change’ has introduced four elements:
identification of priority themes focused on the Lisbon Agenda, emphasis on a two-way bridge between thematic networking and
mainstream programmes, an enhanced effort for joint communication and a ‘fast track’ option, where the Commission will offer its
expertise to a number of networks.

This brochure has been produced as part of the Commission’s work under the third element above. It collects the main points from
workshops and plenary sessions from the 2009 Regions for Economic Change spring conference — Networking for Results. Nearly
700 participants from regions throughout Europe met during the conference and discussed how European regional policy can help
regions to learn from one another and how to translate network outputs into action through mainstream programmes.

A special section in this brochure is dedicated to the RegioStars award finalists and winners, whose innovative projects were rewarded

in a formal award ceremony during the conference.

Inforegio

Consult the Inforegio website for an overview of EU Regional Policy:
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/
regio-info@ec.europa.eu
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