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Pollution crosses borders, 
so European countries work 
together to protect the 
environment.

The euro is 
used in many EU 
countries.

Students from different 
countries study together, 
with help from the EU.

Climate change 
and the environment

The environment belongs to everyone, so countries have to work 
together to protect it. The EU has rules about stopping pollution 
and about protecting (for example) wild birds. These rules apply in 
all EU countries and their governments have to make sure they are 
obeyed. 

Climate change – also known as global warming – is another 
problem that countries cannot tackle alone. EU countries have 
therefore agreed to work together to lower the amount of emissions 
they produce that harm the atmosphere and cause global warming. 
The EU is also trying to influence other countries to do the same. 

The euro

In years gone by, each country in Europe had its own kind of 
money, or ‘currency’. Now there is one single currency, the euro, 
which all EU countries can share if they wish. Having one currency 
makes it easier to do business and to travel and shop all over the 
EU without having to change from one currency to another.

It took nine years of hard work and careful planning to introduce 
the euro. The notes and coins came into use in 2002. Today, more 
than two thirds of the EU’s citizens are using the euro instead of the 
old currencies. If you compare euro coins you will see that on one 
side there is a design representing the country it was made in.  
The other side is the same for all the countries.

What the EU does

Freedom!

People in the EU are free to live, work or study in whichever EU 
country they choose, and the EU is doing all it can to make it 
simple to move home from one country to another. When you 
cross the borders between most EU countries, you no longer 
need a passport. The EU encourages students and young people 
to spend some time studying or training in another European 
country.

The EU tries to make life better in all sorts of ways. 
Here are some of them.
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Training people to 
do new jobs is very 
important.

The EU helps pay 
for new roads.

The EU delivers food to 
people in need.

Jobs

It’s important for people to have jobs that they enjoy and are good 
at. Some of the money they earn goes to pay for hospitals and 
schools, and to look after old people. That’s why the EU is doing all 
it can to create new and better jobs for everyone who can work. 
It helps people to set up new businesses, and provides money to 
train people to do new kinds of work.

Helping regions in difficulty

Life is not easy for everyone everywhere in Europe. In some places 
there are not enough jobs for people, because mines or factories 
have closed down. In some areas, farming is hard because of the 
climate, or trade is difficult because there are not enough roads  
and railways.

The EU tackles these problems by collecting money from all its 
member countries and using it to help regions that are in difficulty. 
For example, it helps pay for new roads and rail links, and it helps 
businesses to provide new jobs for people.

Helping poor countries

In many countries around the world, people are dying or living 
difficult lives because of war, disease and natural disasters such 
as droughts or floods. Often these countries do not have enough 
money to build the schools and hospitals, roads and houses that 
their people need.

The EU gives money to these countries, and sends teachers, 
doctors, engineers and other experts to work there. It also buys 
many things that those countries produce without charging 
customs duties. That way, the poor countries can earn more money.
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The European flag.

The European Union has brought many European countries together in friendship. 
Of course, they don’t always agree on everything but, instead of fighting, their 
leaders sit round a table to sort out their disagreements.

So the dream of Jean Monnet and Robert Schuman has come true.

The EU has brought peace among its members. It is also working for lasting peace 
among its neighbours and in the wider world. For example, EU soldiers and police 
officers are helping keep the peace in the former Yugoslavia, where there was bitter 
fighting not many years ago.

These are just some of the things the EU does: there are many more. In fact, being 
in the European Union makes a difference to just about every aspect of our lives. 
What things should the EU be doing, or not doing? That’s for the people in the EU to 
decide. How can we have our say? Find out in the next chapter. 

Europe has its own flag and its own anthem – Ode to Joy from Beethoven’s ninth 
symphony. The original words are in German, but when used as the European 
anthem it has no words – only the tune. You can hear it on the Internet:

europa.eu/abc/symbols/anthem/index_en.htm

Peace
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Let’s explore Europe! Quiz

How many continents are 
there in the world? 

Which material, used to power 
steam engines, made the Indus-
trial Revolution possible?

Which two cities does the 
Channel Tunnel connect? 

Which historic event took 
place in 1789?

In which decade was the 
computer invented? 

Where is the Court 
of Justice based? 

How often do European 
elections take place?

How many countries are part 
of the European Union?

What do you call it when birds 
fly south in autumn and spend 
the winter in warmer regions? 

What do you call it when farmers 
water their fields with water from 
the ground or rivers? 

Name a type of marine animal 
that can be farmed.  

What does ‘democracy’ mean? 

1.

?

? ?

? ?

? ?

? ?

? ?

7.

2.

3. 9.

4. 10.

5. 11.

6. 12.

Answers1. Seven (Europe, Africa, North and South America, Antarctica, Asia and Australia/Oceania) (p. 3) / 2. Calais in France and Folkestone in England (p. 6) / 3. Migration (p. 11) / 4. Irrigation (p. 13) / 
5. Salmon, mussels, oysters, clams (p. 17) / 6. Government by the people (p. 20) / 7. Coal (p. 25) / 8. The French Revolution (p. 27) / 9. 1940s (p. 27) / 10. 27 / 11. Luxembourg (p. 41) / 12. Every five years (p. 40)

Want to play games, test your knowledge and explore Europe further?
Go to: europa.eu/europago/explore

(Hint: you can find the answers to all these questions in this booklet)

TO BE REPLACED (!!!
) IN

 THE 

DEFINITIVE PDF 

BY PAGE 2 FROM CARTE.indd
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Ministers from all EU 
governments meet to 

pass EU laws.

The European Commission

In Brussels, 27 women and men (one from each EU country) meet every Wednesday 
to discuss what needs to be done next. These people are put forward by the 
government of their country but approved by the European Parliament.

They are called ‘commissioners’, and together they make up the European 
Commission. Their job is to think about what would be best for the EU as a whole, 
and to propose new laws for the EU as a whole. In their work they are helped by 
experts, lawyers, secretaries, translators and so on.

Once they have agreed what law to propose, they send their proposal to the 
European Parliament and the Council of the European Union.

The European Parliament

The European Parliament represents all the people in the EU. It holds a big meeting 
every month, in Strasbourg (France), to discuss the new laws being proposed by 
the European Commission. If the Parliament doesn’t like a proposal, it can ask the 
Commission to change it until Parliament is satisfied that this is a good law.

There are 736 members of the European Parliament (MEPs). They are chosen, every 
five years, in an election when all the adult citizens of the EU get the chance to vote. 
By choosing our MEP, and by talking to him or her, we can have a say in what the EU 
decides to do. 

How the EU 
takes decisions
As you can imagine, it takes a lot of effort by a lot of people to organise the EU and make 
everything work. Who does what?
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The Council of the European Union

MEPs are not the only people who decide on new EU laws. They also have to be 
discussed by government ministers from all the EU countries. When the ministers 
meet together they are called ‘the Council of the European Union’.

After discussing a proposal, the Council votes on it. There are rules about how 
many votes each country has, and how many are needed to pass a law. In some 
cases, the rule says the Council has to be in complete agreement.

Once the Council and the Parliament have passed a new law, EU governments 
have to make sure it is respected in their countries.

The Court of Justice

If a country doesn’t apply the law properly, the 
European Commission will warn it and may 
complain about it to the Court of Justice, in 
Luxembourg. The Court’s job is to make sure that EU 
laws are respected, and are applied in the same way 
everywhere. It has one judge from each EU country.

There are other groups of people (committees of experts and so on) involved 
in taking decisions in the EU, because it’s important to get them right. 
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One of the challenges facing Europe today is how to 
make sure that young people can have jobs and a good 
future. It’s not easy, because European firms have to 
compete for business with companies in other parts of 
the world that may be able to do the same job more 
cheaply. 

There are other big problems today which can only 
be tackled by countries around the world working 
together, for example:

> pollution and climate change; 
> hunger and poverty; 
> international crime and terrorism.

The European Union is working on these problems, 
but it’s not always easy for 27 governments and the 
European Parliament to agree on what to do. It doesn’t 
help that the EU’s decision-making rules are rather 
complicated.

What’s more, many people feel that just voting for their 
MEP once every five years doesn’t give them much of a 
say in what gets decided in Brussels or Strasbourg.

Tomorrow…
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The future is for us to decide – together!

…and beyond

So we need to make sure that everyone can have their say in what the 
European Union decides.

How can we do that? Do you have any good ideas? What are the most 
important problems you think the EU should be dealing with, and what would 
you like it to do about them? 

Why not discuss and jot down your ideas with your teacher and your 
classmates and send them to your MEP? You can find out who he or she is and 
where to write to them on the following website:  europarl.europa.eu/

You can also contact the European Commission or Parliament at one of the 
addresses at the end of this book and perhaps even arrange for your class to 
visit the two institutions.

We are today’s European children: before long we’ll be  
Europe’s adults.
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The European Union’s online Teachers’ Corner is a one-stop 
resource centre for a wide range of teaching material about 
the European Union and its policies.  
The material has been produced by various EU institutions 
and other government and non-government bodies.  
Whether you’re looking for inspiration for your lessons or 
for existing educational material about European history 
and culture, or even specific topics such as climate change 
and reducing energy consumption, you should find 
something useful tailored to the age group of your pupils 
at the following address:

europa.eu/teachers-corner

Why not test what you have 
learned in this book and play the 
Let’s explore Europe game online? 

Go to: 
europa.eu/europago/explore 

You can also find more games, 
quizzes and online fun at:

europa.eu/quick-links/eu-kids/
index_en.htm

	 For you	 &	 For your teacher

Useful links 



Getting in touch with the EU
ONLINE
Information in all the official languages of the European Union is available on the Europa website:
europa.eu

IN PERSON
All over Europe there are hundreds of local EU information centres.
You can find the address of the centre nearest you on this website: europedirect.europa.eu

ON THE PHONE OR BY MAIL
Europe Direct is a service which answers your questions about the European Union. You can contact this  
service by freephone: 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11, or by payphone from outside the EU: + 32 22999696, or by  
electronic mail via europedirect.europa.eu

READ ABOUT EUROPE
Publications about the EU are only a click away on the EU Bookshop website: bookshop.europa.eu
 

 
You can also obtain information 
and booklets in English about the European Union from:

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
REPRESENTATIONS

Representation in Ireland
18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2
IRELAND
Tel. +353 16341111
Internet: www.ec.europa.eu/ireland/
E-mail: eu-ie-info-request@ec.europa.eu

Representation in the United Kingdom
8 Storey’s Gate, London SW1P 3AT
UNITED KINGDOM
Tel. +44 2079731992
Internet: www.ec.europa.eu/uk

Representation in Wales
2 Caspian Point, Caspian Way, Cardiff
CF10 4QQ
UNITED KINGDOM
Tel. +44 2920895020
Internet: www.ec.europa.eu/uk

Representation in Scotland
9 Alva Street, Edinburgh EH2 4PH
UNITED KINGDOM
Tel. +44 1312252058
Internet: www.ec.europa.eu/uk

Representation in Northern Ireland
74-76 Dublin Road, Belfast BT2 7HP
UNITED KINGDOM
Tel. +44 2890240708
Internet: www.ec.europa.eu/uk

Delegations in the United States
2175 K Street, NW
Washington DC 20037
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Tel. +1 2028629500
Internet: www.eurunion.org

222 East 41st Street, 20th floor
New York, NY 10017
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Tel. +1 2123713804
Internet: www.eurunion.org

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
OFFICES

Office in Ireland
European Union House
43 Molesworth Street, Dublin 2
IRELAND
Tel. +353 16057900 
Internet: www.europarl.ie
E-mail: epdublin@europarl.europa.eu

United Kingdom Office
2 Queen Anne’s Gate, London SW1H 9AA
UNITED KINGDOM
Tel. +44 2072274300
Internet: www.europarl.org.uk
E-mail: eplondon@europarl.europa.eu

Office in Scotland
The Tun, 4 Jackson’s Entry
Holyrood Road, Edinburgh EH8 8PJ
UNITED KINGDOM
Tel. +44 1315577866
Internet: www.europarl.org.uk
E-mail: epedinburgh@europarl.europa.eu

There are European Commission and Parliament representations and offices in all the countries of the  
European Union. The European Union also has delegations in other parts of the world.



Let’s explore Europe!

Europe: a beautiful continent with a fascinating history. It has produced many 

of the world’s famous scientists, inventors, artists and composers, as well as 

popular entertainers and successful sports people.

For centuries Europe was plagued by wars and divisions. But in the last 60 years 

or so, the countries of this old continent have at last been coming together in 

peace, friendship and unity, to work for a better Europe and a better world.

This book for children (roughly 9 to 12 years old) tells the story simply and 

clearly. Full of interesting facts and colourful illustrations, it gives a lively 

overview of Europe and explains briefly what the European Union is and 

how it works.

Go to the website: europa.eu/europago/explore 

You’ll find lots of fun quizzes and games to test your knowledge! 

Have fun exploring!
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