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Introduction  
 

Concerning the attitudes toward the European Union (EU) in the United Kingdom (UK), the 

European Commission is keeping track of the publicôs general opinions, level of knowledge and 

information, and familiarity with certain important issues. 

 

The main themes in the report are the following:  

 

- The EUôs 50th
 birthday celebrations 

- The role of the EU in securing peace, prosperity and democracy 

- The perceived advantages of EU membership 

- How the UK can influence certain decisions in the EU 

- The proportion of UK trade with the EU compared to its trade with the US 

- The EUôs main priorities 

- Opinions about metric equivalents and mobile phone roaming costs 

- The EU and climate change. 

 

This study follows previous Flash Eurobarometer surveys on this subject (i.e. Flash Eurobarometer 

185 ï in 2006 - and Flash Eurobarometer 203 ï in 2007). However, as the present questionnaire has 

changed totally, there is no possibility to compare with the previous waves.  

 

The surveyôs fieldwork was carried out between January 15 and February 8, 2008. Over 6,000 

randomly selected citizens aged 16 years and older were interviewed in the 12 government regions of 

the UK; with roughly 500 respondents in each region. The interviews were carried out via landline 

telephone. To correct for sampling disparities, a post-stratification weighting of the results was 

implemented based on important socio-demographic variables.  
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Ma in findings  
 

The 2008 survey ï the UKôs Attitudes about the EU ï set out to gauge the UK citizensô 

awareness of the EU and its policies, their opinions as to the benefits of membership and 

their ideas concerning itôs the Unionôs future policies. 

 

The survey showed that the UKôs citizens give overwhelming support (+/-87%) to the EUôs 

key priorities, support an active role for the EU in tackling climate change (88%) and are in 

agreement that the EU has brought a host of benefits for individuals, such as easier 

travelling and taking holidays in another Member State (80%). However, less than half of 

respondents agreed that the EU has secured peace, prosperity and democracy for its 

Member States and only half of the interviewees felt that the UK now has more influence in 

the fight against international terrorism and in its ability to combat climate change. Of the 

regions, Northern Ireland was by far the one whose citizens were most appreciative of the 

EU and its policies. 

 

¶ Awareness of the EUôs anniversary: The EU celebrated its 50
th
 birthday in 2007, 

but two-thirds of UK citizens were not aware of this. A concern for the future was 

that the over 54 year-olds were much more aware, 44% vs 25% of the 15-39 yearï

olds. Just one in five citizens could recall the football match that was played to 

celebrate the anniversary. 

  

¶ Awareness of trade links with the EU: A majority of citizens were aware that the 

EU is a more significant trade partner for the UK than the US. Note: Currently 60% 

of the UKôs external trade is with the EU, while only 10% is with the US However, 

many citizens (79%) were unaware of the extent of this imbalance in the UKôs 

trade with the two entities.  

 

¶ Opinions as to the benefits the EU brings to its Member States: A relative 

majority of UK citizens, but less than half, agreed that the EU has secured peace, 

prosperity and democracy for its Member States. Those citizens with the highest 

levels of education were most in agreement with this proposition (59%).   

 

¶ Opinions as to the benefits the EU brings for individuals: All the benefits listed 

were seen as beneficial by a majority of UK citizens. This was especially the case 

for travelling and taking holidays in another Member State, where almost 80% of 

citizens supported the argument. All other benefits (e.g. transferring money, buying 

property, etc) were also seen as being useful, but more people did not give an 

answer.  

 

¶ EU membership and the UKôs influence on global matters: Two-thirds of the 

EUôs citizens agreed that membership of the UK gave the UK a bigger say in 

advancing freer trade. However, only a half of respondents felt the same about the 

UKôs influence on the fight against international terrorism and its ability to combat 

climate change.  

 

¶ The UK citizensô views about the EUôs priorities: Respondents gave 

overwhelming support (+/-87%) to the EUôs key priorities, e.g. creating jobs and 

growth, combating climate change and securing energy supplies, etc. Cutting red 

tape got the support of there-quarters of the UKôs citizens.   

 

¶ Views on the potential action against climate change: There was also great 

support for the EUôs wish to play an active role in tackling climate change, with 

88% of citizens backing the Union. Although citizens also backed actions such as 
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investing more in public transport to the same extent, there was less support (54%) 

for increasing taxes on cars and petrol. 

 

¶ Views on EU planned and existing policies: British citizens welcomed the recent 

announcement to extend the use of imperial measurement units (e.g. inches, feet, 

yards, etc.), although many ï especially the young ï considered metric units to be 

easier to work with. Although not yet implemented, the planned reduction of 

mobile roaming costs within the EU, due to the EU directive, was known to 40% of 

citizens. Among those with the highest levels of education, this figure reached 

54%.  

 

¶ Regional differences ï most positive attitudes: Of the 12 UK regions, Northern 

Ireland was by far the one whose citizens were appreciative of the EU and its 

policies. It outstripped the UK regional average in several areas: e.g.  +10 

percentage points above the average in thinking that the EU had brought peace and 

democracy, +11 points re the UKôs improved ability to combat climate change, +10 

points in its support for reducing the use of private cars. After Northern Ireland, 

Scotland was one of the most positive regions of the UK; for example, it was 

second only to Northern Ireland in supporting the EUôs push for jobs and growth, in 

agreeing to raise taxes on cars and petrol and in being willing to reduce personal 

carbon footprints.  

 

¶ Regional differences ï less positive attitudes: The East of Englandôs citizens 

regularly gave the most sceptical views about the EU (coming bottom in 11 of the 

24 questions that asked for approval of the EUôs actions), e.g. 6 points below the 

average in thinking that the UK now had a greater say in promoting freer global 

trade and in supporting efforts to reduce the use of private cars. The South East was 

also often near the bottom of the regional rankings, e.g. 8 points below average in 

thinking that the UK now had a greater say in climate change and in fighting 

terrorism.  

 

¶ Socio-demographic highlights: Those respondents with the highest levels of 

education were much more likely to agree that the EU has brought peace and 

democracy to Europe (+13 points above the UK average) and to say that the EU has 

made it easier to travel in other Member States (+12). Those still in education also 

had mostly positive attitudes, e.g. +10 points above average in agreeing that it was 

easier to take holidays in another Member State. Younger citizens were the ones 

most willing to agree to efforts aimed at reducing the use of private cars (+6) and to 

change their methods of travel (+7) to reduce carbon emissions.  
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1. The EU@50  

1.1 Awareness  

 

Two-thirds of UK citizens were not aware that the EU ñturned 50ò in 2007 

 

According to the survey, two out of three (67%) British citizens did not know that the EU celebrated 

its 50
th
 birthday in 2007; as opposed to 33% who were aware of this.  

 

This lack of awareness was at approximately the same level ï between 63% and 73% ï across all of 

the UK regions. The Scots were the most aware of the anniversary (37% of citizens); followed by 

those in the South West and Yorkshire (both 36%) regions. The least aware were citizens living in the 

West Midlands (27%). 
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Q1. Are you aware that  in 2007 the EU celebrated its 50th birth day?
Base: all respondents

% by region

Awareness of EU celebrating its 50th birthday in 2007

 
 

Investigating the awareness of the EUôs 50
th
 birthday among UK citizens ï by demographic cross-

sections (e.g. sex, age, years of study, subjective level of urbanisation) ï we found significant 

differences between the different demographic segments. Men were the least likely to be uninformed 

compared to women. As for age, the trend was linear, with awareness growing with age: the 

difference between the youngest and oldest citizens amounted to 20 percentage points. 

 

There is not such a clear trend when it comes to the level of education: those with the highest levels 

were most aware of the event, followed by the least educated. The least informed were those still at 

school (and the youngest were the least informed age group). 

 

In terms of settlement types, city dwellers were more aware than inhabitants of smaller towns and 

villages.  As for type of occupation, we found that the currently non-employed (i.e. mostly retired) 

citizens were most aware of the anniversary; and the manual workers the least. 

 

We had sufficiently reliable sample sizes for each group at the UK level (see charts in the Annex). 

The lowest-sized groups in the sample were manual workers (300 people) and those still at school 

(497 people). 
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Awareness of EU celebrating its 50th birthday in 2007

Q1. Are you aware that  in 2007 the EU celebrated its 50th birth day?
Base: all respondents

% by demo
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1.2 Football match: Manchester  United vs. Europe All -Star XI  

 

Four-fifths of UK citizens did not know about the Manchester United vs. Europe 

All -Stars XI  football match held in the framework of the EU@50 festivities. 

Those that were aware thought it was a good idea; and most of them learned of 

the match through TV. 

 

The majority of those who were aware of the match reckoned that players and 

managers from the Continent, working in the UK, were an asset to British 

football. 

 

Four out of five (79%) UK citizens did not remember that, almost a year ago, in March 2007, there 

was a Manchester United vs. Europe All-Stars XI match held in the framework of the EU@50 

festivities; while one-fifth (20%) did know about the game. 

 

As for awareness by regions, the proportion of those being unaware ranged from 70% to 82%: the 

best-informed citizens were found around Manchester, in the North West region (29% were aware); 

while the least-informed were the inhabitants of Greater London (where only 17% could recall the 

event), the West Midlands (18%) and the South East (18%). 

 

Awareness of the fact that this match took place ï by the various demographic cross-sections ï did 

not mirror awareness of the EUôs 50
th
 birthday celebrations. In other words, being aware of the match 

did not mean that people knew about the EU reaching 50. Exceptions to this pattern were men and 

city-dwellers, as they had greater awareness of both the football match and the anniversary itself, than 

the other groups in their particular cross-section. 
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Awareness of the Man Utd ïEU All Stars exhibition football match

 
 

As for age, we captured an inverse linear trend: the youngest were most aware of this exhibition 

football match; and the oldest were the least aware. Students and those who have completed between 

16 and 20 years of education were better informed than the groups with either the highest or lowest 

level of education. Manual workers were far more aware of this event than any other occupational 

group. 
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Respondents who could recall the Manchester United vs. Europe All-Stars match were asked a range 

of related questions, such as: where did they learn about the match, whether they thought it was a 

good idea, whether players and managers from Continental Europe were beneficial to British football? 

 

Most of those aware about match 

learned about it through TV (59%). 

Twenty-eight percent mentioned 

newspapers or magazines, and 21% 

were informed by word of mouth. 

 

Ten percent heard about it on the 

radio; 7% through the Internet; and 

5% mentioned other sources. Three 

percent could not recall where they 

learned about the match. 

 

Across the regions, there were 

variations in the numbers saying they 

heard about the match through a TV 

channel:  the regions that mainly used 

this source of information about the 

match were: York / Humberside, the North East Region and Scotland. The citizens of Greater London 

were the least likely to have heard about the match via TV. 
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Newspapers and magazines were the main source of information in Wales; while information was 

mostly spread by word of mouth in the Yorkshire / Humber region. Those citizens of the South East 

region, who knew of the match, were less likely to have learned about it from either newspapers or 

word of mouth than people living in other regions. (Word of mouth scored lowest in the North East 

region.) 

 

The Radio was the leading source of information in the South East region; and the least mentioned in 

Scotland; where many people named the Internet as their source of information. On the other hand, 

inhabitants of the North East region were the least likely to learn about the match through the Internet. 

 

Source of information on the football match
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As for demographic characteristics, we found no special patterns regarding the source of the 

information about the match. Television was the main source of information across all segments ï 

with high scores among men, those with the lowest levels of education and employees. Newspapers 

and magazines were the main source of information (about the match) among the oldest age group, 

while word of mouth was rather more typical for women. 

 

Radio stations and the Internet (as the source of information about the match) were more likely to be 

mentioned by those with the highest levels of education, but there were no significant differences 

among demographic segments.  
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Two-thirds (67%) of those citizens who were aware of the match found it to be a good idea to 

celebrate the EUôs 50
th
 birthday in this way; as opposed to a quarter (24%) who did not like the idea. 

Curiously, those in the Manchester area (North West region) were among those who were less fond of 

the idea as a way of ñcelebratingò the anniversary.  
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Q3a. Do you think this charity exhibition football match was a good w ay to celebrate the EU at 50 in the UK?
Base: those who are aware of the football match

% by region

The football match was a good way to celebrate the EU's 50th bir thday

 
 

When looking at the UKôs regions, we found that the idea got more support in the East Midlands, 

South West, York/ Humberside and the North; and the least approval in Wales. 
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As for demographic divisions: more women than men (among those aware of the match) thought it 

was a good idea to celebrate the EUôs birthday in this way. By age, we found an inverse linear trend 

of the celebrationôs popularity (the older the respondent, the less likely they were to approve of the 

idea.) As for education, there was no clear trend: it was mostly students who found it a good idea, 

while it was less popular with people with the highest levels of education. 

 

As to subjective level of urbanization and occupational division there were no significant differences. 

 

The football match was a good way to 
celebrate the EU's 50th birthday

Q3a. Do you think this charity exhibition football match was a good w ay to 
celebrate the EU at 50 in the UK?
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Finally, we asked those aware of match whether they found that continental European players and 

football managers brought benefits to British football. This question reflects a controversy whether or 

not the influx of foreign players increases the overall level of the game played in the various 

divisions, or whether this is harmful to the nurturing of home-grown British talent.  

 

Most (67%) of those aware of this memorial match thought that, indeed, continental European players 

and managers were an asset to British football. A quarter (24%) of respondents, however, did not 

agree, while 8% could or would not answer this question. 

 

We found greater variations from region to region: the inhabitants of Northern Ireland were the most 

positive (82%), while those from the North East were the least positive about the influx of continental 

European players and managers (58%). The citizens of the Greater London region (79%) were rather 

positive about this issue.  

 

Responses varied within the different demographic segments: the proportion of men approving of 

phenomena was far higher than the numbers of women who saw the benefit. Then again, it should be 

noted that many women (17%) said they could not judge this issue. 
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Q3b . Do you think British football has been enriched by continental E uropean football players and managers?
Base: those who are aware of the football match

% by region

British football has been enriched by continental European football
players and managers

 
 

There was an inverse linear trend 

found with increasing age: the older 

the respondent the least likely he or 

she was to agree that continental 

European players and managers 

were a positive asset to British 

football. The survey identified a 

large discrepancy between groups 

according to respondentsô age:  

approval ratings between the 

youngest and oldest differed by 20 

percentage points. 

 

As for level of education, the trend 

was linear: the better educated the 

respondents were, the more likely 

they were to believe that 

continental European players and 

managers were an asset to British 

football. Also, city-dwellers were 

the most likely to approve of the 

influx of continental European 

players and managers, while rural 

dwellers were the least in favour. 

 

In terms of occupation, there were some clear patterns: those currently unemployed showed the 

lowest approval for the influx of continental European employees in UK clubs, while employees and 

manual workers were the ones most in favour. 

 

 

British football has been enriched by continental
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2. The role of the European Union  

2.1. Peace, prosperity, democracy ? 

 

Showing a generally positive attitude, a relative majority of UK citizens agree  

that the EU secures peace, prosperity and democracy for its Member States 

 

According to this survey, a relative majority (but less than half; 46%) of UK citizens believe that the 

Union guarantees peace, prosperity and democracy for its Member States. A significant minority 

(39%) think the opposite; and the proportion of those who could not provide an answer to this 

question is also rather high (15%). 
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Q4. Do you think that the EU has secured  peace, prosperity and demo cracy  for its member countries?
Base: all respondents

% by region

EU has secured peace , prosperity and democracy for its member countries

 
 

Opinions differ somewhat in the various UK regions. In general, the proportion of those who feel that 

the EU brings peace, prosperity and democracy ranges from 41% to 56%.  The highest values were 

measured in Northern Ireland (56%), in London (52%) and Scotland (50%), while the citizens of the 

East of England region were the least likely to agree (41%).  

 

There were two regions, where those less enchanted by the EU, in those roles, outweighed those with 

a favourable opinion: there were East Midlands (46% disagreed vs. 43% agreed) and the 

aforementioned East of England region (42% vs. 41%). 

 

The differences according to socio-demographic segments were also pronounced. Men were far more 

positive than women about this beneficial role of the EU (52% vs. 40%), while within the women, 

there were equal numbers (40% on each side) agreeing and disagreeing.   

 

When looking at respondentsô ages, we found a clear trend: the older the citizen, the less likely he/she 

is to see the Union as the keeper of peace, prosperity and democracy throughout the Member States. 

However, except for the oldest grouping, there were more positive than negative opinions in every 

other age group. 

 

The level of education, too, showed a linear correlation with the acknowledgment of EUôs positive 

role: the better educated the citizen, the more likely he or she is to believe that the EU ensures these 

fundamental values across Member States. It is only those people with the lowest education levels 

where negative attitudes outnumber positive ones. 
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As for settlement type, the inhabitants of big cities were more likely to believe that the EU provides 

peace, prosperity and democracy than people of small towns or villages; but there were more positive 

than negative attitudes at all levels of this categorisation. 

 

When looking at the occupational status of respondents, employees were the most trusting and manual 

workers the least positive; the latter being the only demographic group in this segment where more 

disagreed than agreed with the concept (of the EU securing peace, prosperity and democracy for its 

member states). 

 

EU has secured peace , prosperity and democracy for its
member countries

Q4. Do you think that the EU has secured  peace, prosperity and democracy  
for its member countries? 
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2.2. Cross -border b enefits of EU membership  

 

People in the UK acknowledge the various cross-border benefits of the EU 

membership, such as easier travelling, working or studying in  

other Member States 

 

Although the UK remains outside some of the key treaties that allow free movement within the EU 

and the UK is not part of the euro area either, the majority of UK citizens still believe that their 

countryôs membership of the EU makes it easier for them to travel, take vacations, buy property and 

transfer money into another Member State. Most credit was given to the ideas of easier travelling and 

holidays (both 79%), but seeking employment and studying opportunities were also seen as being 

easier by many (69% and 66%, respectively). Less respondents, but still a majority, found that 

purchasing property in, and transferring money to, other Member States (both 58%) also became 

simpler thanks to the UK being a member of the EU. The UK region where such benefits are most 

recognised is Northern Ireland, the only region that has a land border with another EU Member State.  

 

We should point out here that a rather high share of respondents could, or would, not answer the 

questions on whether it was easier to do the following in/into another Member State just because the 

UK was a member of the EU: find a job (15%), study (20%), buy property (22%) and transfer money 

(27%). 
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Being part of the EU has made it easier to do these things in 
another Member State?

Q5. Do you think being part of the EU has made the following easier to do in another country of the EU?
%, Base: all respondents
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2.2.1 Travelling to another Member State 

 

The ratio of those believing that the UKôs membership to the EU made it easier for them to travel to 

other Member States ranged between 75% and 84% in various regions of the UK; the most positive 

being the inhabitants of Northern Ireland (84%), with the least supportive being the respondents in the 

South West and Wales (both 75%) regions. 

 

84 82 82 80 80 80 79 79 79 78 76 75 75

11 12 13 14 13 15 15 14 15 16 15 15 16

5 6 5 6 7 5 5 6 6 6 9 10 9

N
o

rt
h
e

rn
Ir

e
la

n
d

G
re

a
te

r
L

o
n
d
o

n

N
o

rt
h
 W

e
s
t

E
a
s
t

M
id

la
n
d
s

Y
o

rk
 /

H
u
m

b
e

rs
id

e

S
o

u
th

 E
a
s
t

S
co

tl
a
n
d

U
K

W
e

s
t

M
id

la
n
d
s

N
o

rt
h
 E

a
s
t

E
a
s
t 

o
f

E
n
g
la

n
d

W
a
le

s

S
o

u
th

 W
e

s
t

Q5. Do you think being part of the EU has made the following easier to do in another country of the EU?
Base: all respondents

% by region

Being part of the EU has made it easier to travel in another Mem ber State?

Yes No DK/NA

 
 

Although the opinions did not significantly differ within the regions, they did by demographic 

characteristics. Men were more likely than women to think that EU membership rendered travelling 

easier. As for age groups, those under 55 tended to think positively while the over 55s were more 

likely to believe the opposite. Those with the highest levels of education showed the highest levels of 

agreement while they were lowest among respondents with the lowest level of education. Inhabitants 

of big cities were more likely to think that EU membership eases travelling into other Member States 

than inhabitants of smaller towns and villages. In terms of employment, employees showed the 

highest approval ratio (84%) while manual workers, and those currently unemployed, showed the 

lowest.  
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Being part of the EU has made it easier to travel in 
another Member State?

Q5. Do you think being part of the EU has made the following easier to do 
in another country of the EU?
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2.2.2 Taking a job in another member country  
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Q5. Do you think being part of the EU has made the following easier to do in another country of the EU?
Base: all respondents

%  by region

Being part of the EU has made it easier to work in another Member State?

Yes No DK/NA

 
 

As with travelling, respondents from Northern Ireland (75%) were the most likely to feel that gaining 

employment in another Member State was easier due to EU membership, while respondents in Wales 

(63%) and the South West region (64%) were the least likely to agree with that concept. We also 

found rather positive attitudes in the regions of Scotland (73%) and Greater London (72%). 
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Although the opinions did not 

significantly differ by region, they 

did according to demographic 

characteristics. Men were more 

likely than women to think that 

EU membership helped  people to 

work elsewhere in the EU. As for 

age groups, those under 55 tended 

to think positively while those 

over that age (many of them being 

already out of the job market) 

were somewhat less likely to 

believe the opposite. Those with 

the highest levels of education 

showed the most optimism in this 

respect while the level of 

agreement was the lowest among 

those with the lowest level of 

education. Inhabitants of big cities 

were more likely than inhabitants 

of smaller towns and villages to 

think that EU membership eased 

travelling into other Member 

States. In terms of employment, the self-employed were the most likely to agree that gaining 

employment was easier (due to UK being in the EU) while manual workers, and the currently 

unemployed, were the least likely to agree.  

 

2.2.3 Studying in another Member State  

 

As with travelling, respondents from Northern Ireland (75%) were the most likely to feel that studying  

in another Member State was easier due to EU membership,  while respondents in the East of England 

(61%) and the South East region (62%) were the least likely to agree with that concept. We found 

rather positive attitudes in the North West (73%) and Scotland (69%) regions. 
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Q5. Do you think being part of the EU has made the following easier to do in another country of the EU?
Base: all respondents

% by region

Being part of the EU has made it easier to study in another Member State?

Yes No DK/NA

 
 

Being part of the EU has made it easier to work in 
another Member State?

Q5. Do you think being part of the EU has made the following easier to do 
in another country of the EU?
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Although opinions did not 

significantly differ across regions, 

they did according to 

demographic characteristics. Men 

were slightly more likely than 

women (68% vs. 5%) to think that 

EU membership made studying in 

another Member State easier. As 

for age groups, those under 55 

tended to see this most positively 

while the oldest age group were 

somewhat less in agreement (but it 

was still at a level of 605). Those 

still studying were the most 

optimistic, with 77% anticipating 

increased possibilities to continue 

their studies somewhere else in 

the EU. Inhabitants of big cities 

were more likely than inhabitants 

of smaller towns and villages to 

think that EU membership eased 

studying in other Member States. 

In terms of employment the 

employees were most in agreement, while those not working were the least likely to see increased 

opportunities for UK students. However, the range of variance was rather narrow in each category.  

 

2.2.4 Buying property in another Member State  
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Q5. Do you think being part of the EU has made the following easier to do in another country of the EU?
Base: all respondents

% by region

Being part of the EU has made it easier to buy property in another Member 
State?

Yes No DK/NA

 
Besides the Northern Irish citizens (65%), those in the East Midlands (63%) and the North West (62) 

were most likely to agree that due to EU membership, it was easier for UK citizens to buy property 

elsewhere in the EU. Even in those regions where there was less agreement, very few claimed the 

opposite, the ñnoò answers ranging between 17% (East Midlands) and 25% (North East). The 

relatively high proportions of those not sure how to answer made South West, Wales and the East of 

England (all 54% in agreement) the regions with the least respondents appreciating such a benefit of 

EU membership.  

Being part of the EU has made it easier to study in 
another Member State?
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The same is true for the various 

socio-demographic segments, 

relatively few people in each 

segment disagreed with the idea 

that EU membership made it 

easier to buy property elsewhere 

in the EU, with the highest levels 

being among the lowest educated 

(26%) and manual worker (26%).  

 

Men were again more likely to 

agree with the proposition. The 

level of agreement did not totally 

decrease with age, as almost as 

many of the 40-54 year-olds 

agreed as the 16-24 year-olds 

(61%, 63%, respectively). There 

was barely any variation by 

urbanisation level. Among the 

main occupational groups, the 

self-employed seemed to be the 

most aware of such benefits of the 

UK being a member of the EU 

(64%).  

 

2.2.5 Holidays in the EU  
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There were very few regional differences (just 8 percentage points between the highest and lowest 

rates of agreement) when it came to considering if EU membership made it easier for citizens to 

spend their holidays in another Member State. Those in Northern Ireland, again, appreciated this 

aspect the most (83%), while respondents from the North West (82%) and West Midlands (81%) were 

a close second and third, respectively. People in the South East and the East of England regions were 

the most sceptical, with 19% and 18%, not seeing such benefits, respectively.  

Being part of the EU has made it easier to buy 
property in another Member State?
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Men were only slightly more 

likely than women to believe that 

EU membership helped people in 

the UK to spend their holidays 

elsewhere in the Union. The 

youngest respondents were the 

most likely to see such a benefit 

from EU membership (85% 

among those under 25 vs. 76% 

among aged 55 or over). There 

was a similar gap in the positive 

responses detected among those 

with the highest level of education 

(83%) and those with the least 

(73%). Those still at school were 

the most optimistic in this regard 

(89%). There was a very low or 

nonexistent variation by  type of 

locality or occupation.  

 

 

 

 

2.2.6 Money transfer  
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As already mentioned, UK citizens found it difficult to assess whether or not EU membership made 

money transfers easier to other Member States, with almost three out of 10 people being unable to 

provide an opinion on this matter. Despite the UK being outside of the eurozone, most citizens 

believed that membership made it easier for them to transfer money to other countries within the EU. 

Again, the highest levels were in Northern Ireland (64%), while the lowest numbers were in the South 

West and the East of England (both 53%).  

 

As there was barely any variation in the proportion of negative answers (ranging from 12% to 18%), 

the ratio of positive responses per demographic segments was rather dependent on the proportion of 
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those who could not, or would not, give an answer. The positive responses being lower in the groups 

where the ñdonôt knowsò were higher.  

 

Being part of the EU has made it easier to transfer 
money in another Member State?

Q5. Do you think being part of the EU has made the following easier to do 
in another country of the EU?
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Men were more likely than women to believe that EU membership facilitated money transfers to and 

from other EU countries, and the younger the respondent, the more likely he or she was to answer 

positively. A similar pattern emerged when looking at educational segments: the less time a 

respondent spent at school or college, the less likely he or she was to have any opinion. Positive 

answers were, therefore, less frequent among those who left school or college earlier.  

 

2.2.7 Citizens expect the UK government to be responsible for the facilitat ion of 

cross-border activities with other EU countries  

 

For those who answered negatively in regard to the benefits of EU membership (i.e. they indicated at 

least one cross-border activity where membership did not help), the survey also asked whose 

responsibility it was to make these cross-border activities easier. An overwhelming majority expected 

the UK government to be responsible for rendering cross-border activities easier for UK citizens 

(65%), while a considerably lower ratio of respondents expected their local government (12%, 

somewhat higher in the regions with greater political autonomy, NIR: 22%, SCO: 18%, WAL: 16%) 

to facilitate the various cross-border activities investigated by this survey. The EU was mentioned 

spontaneously by just 6% of the respondents, 4% indicated other organisations, while 13% could not 

or would not say who was responsible.   
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% by region

Responsibility for making cross -border activities easier

 
The oldest respondents were significantly more likely than the youngest ones to assign this 

responsibility to the EU (8% vs. 4%, respectively). The former were also much less likely to say the 

government was responsible (59%) compared to the youngest (75%). Those with the highest level of 

education were the least likely to say that such a responsibility should go to the local government 

(8%), and those with the lowest level of education were the most likely (16%). Accordingly, there 

were significantly more people among the better-educated who held the government responsible to 

help citizens in their cross-border activities.  

 

There were also wide variations in the answering pattern in the proportion of those who were not able 

to answer the question. While there were no differences according to the respondentsô gender, there 

were twice as many in the oldest group (16%) compared to the youngest (8%) who could not say 

whose responsibility it was to ease cross-border activities towards other EU Member States. (See 

Annex table 8.) 
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3. The UK in the EU  

3.1. Does EU membership facilitat e the UK ôs global influence?  

 

UK citizens are rather confident that the EU does not necessarily enhance the 

countryôs global influence on key issues such as the fight against terrorism and 

combating climate change (although a majority see greater opportunities in 

these areas as well). However, the UK public believes that, through the EU, the 

UK has more chance to advance freer international trade.  

 

Two-thirds (66%) of UK citizens agreed that being part of the EU provided the UK with a greater say 

in advancing free trade. A quarter (24%) disagreed with this proposition ï the rest being unable to 

formulate an opinion on this question.  

Being part of the EU gives the UK a greater say in ....

66

53

50

24

40
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10

8

7

...advancing freer trade

...fighting international
terrorism

...combating climate change

I agree I disagree DK/NA

Q6. Do you agree or disagree with the  following statements: Being p art of the EU gives the UK a greater say in ....
%, Base: all respondents

 
UK respondents were considerably more confident when it came to the countryôs global say in 

fighting international terrorism and combating climate change, where the beneficial role of EU 

membership was seen by a much slimmer majority. Just over half (53%) indicated that the UK had a 

greater ñsayò in fighting international terrorism through being part of the EU and 40% disagreed. The 

public was even more split on whether or not the UK had a greater influence on combating climate 

change via its EU membership, with 50% agreeing and 42% disagreeing with this proposition. 
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Q6. Do you agree or disagree with the  following statements: Being p art of the EU gives the UK a greater say in ....
Base: all respondents

% by region

Being part of the EU gives the UK a greater say in combating climate change

 
Looking at the levels of agreement within the regions, people in Northern Ireland were consistently 

more likely to agree that the UK had a greater say in each of the transnational issues through its EU 

membership, while respondents in the South East, East of England and East Midlands were the most 
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sceptical about each issue. Starting with climate change, 61% in Northern Ireland, 56% in London, 

and 55% in both Wales and Scotland thought that the EU provided additional influence for the UK to 

voice its views and pursue its interests. In the South East, the level of agreement was significantly 

lower; those who disagreed (49%) even outnumbered those who saw the benefits of EU membership 

in this regard (42%). Residents were equally split on this issue in the East of England (45% agreed 

that membership helped and 46% disagreed) as well as in the East Midlands (47% agreed, 46% 

disagreed). 

 

Opinions varied particularly according to education level and age. The younger the respondent, the 

more likely he or she was to anticipate that the UK would have more influence on climate change 

matters by being a member of the EU (youngest: 60% agree, oldest: 45% agree and about as many ï 

46% ï disagree). Similarly, the likelihood of seeing the benefits of EU membership increased with the 

level of education: among those with the lowest level of education, more people were sceptical (47% 

vs. 44% who thought that membership helped), while among those with the highest level of 

education, the proportion of positive answers reached 58%, as opposed to 35% who did not believe 

that the UK had more say in climate change matters due to EU membership. The level of urbanisation 

had a more subtle, but still noticeable effect: those in the metro areas were more likely to credit the 

EU for an increased UK influence in climate change issues (53%) compared to those in the rural UK 

(47%). Gender and respondentôs occupation had no impact on what people thought about this issue. 

(see Annex Table 9) 

 

While those in the South East were not convinced that being part of the EU helped the UK to have a 

greater say in the fight against international terrorism (only 45% agreed while 49% disagreed), in the 

rest of the regions a relative majority of the residents agreed with this proposition. Optimism in this 

regard was also below the UK average (53%) in the East of England, where a half (49%) saw such 

benefits, and 44% did not think that being in the EU provided the UK with a greater say in this matter. 

Terrorism has a special relevance in Northern Ireland, where the vast majority of citizens (62%) 

agreed that being in the EU provided the UK greater influence in fighting international terrorism. The 

West Midlands (59%) was the other region where agreement was significantly higher than the UK 

average. In the rest of the regions, the proportion of those who saw such a benefit of EU membership 

was similar to the UK average, within the margin of error.  
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Q6. Do you agree or disagree with the  following statements: Being p art of the EU gives the UK a greater say in ....
Base: all respondents

% by region

Being part of the EU gives the UK a greater say in fighting international terrorism

 
Socio-demographic analyses revealed that men were more likely than women (56% vs. 50%) to 

perceive such benefits, related to international terrorism, mostly because women were more likely to 

say they ñdo not knowò, or give no answer, than men (10% vs. 5%). The earlier patterns of 

appreciation decreasing with age and increasing with the level of education and urbanisation prevailed 
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in this question as well. Among occupational groups, manual workers emerged as having the greatest 

confidence that through being in the EU, the UK had a greater influence on matters in the fight 

against international terrorism (59%).  

 

Most UK citizens view the EU as a vehicle through which the UK can have an impact on freer global 

trade, or at least within the Union. Starting with Northern Ireland (where three-quarters believed that 

the country had increased influence on advancing freer trade through its EU membership, 75%) the 

majority in all UK regions agreed with this proposition. The highest level of disagreement was 

detected in the South East (30%), but even there more than twice as many citizens provided an 

affirmative reply (61%). 
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Q6. Do you agree or disagree with the  following statements: Being p art of the EU gives the UK a greater say in ....
Base: all respondents

% by region

Being part of the EU gives the UK a greater say in advancing freer trade

 
With the dominant majority being in agreement with the proposition that the EU provided the UK 

with a greater say in free trade matters in each socio-demographic segment, the highest levels of 

disagreement were found among the oldest group (55+: 29%), among those with the lowest level of 

education: 31%), and those living in the rural zones (28%). (Annex Table 11.) 
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3.2. The ratio of UK trade with the EU compared to its trade with the US  

 

A majority of citizens are aware that the EU is a more significant trade partner 

for the UK than the US; however, many are unaware of the extent of the 

imbalance in the UKôs trade with the two entities.  

 

The EU is the UKôs largest trading partner. In 2006, 

approximately 60% of all the UKôs external trade 

(exports and imports combined) was realised in 

relation to the EU, while only 10% was with the 

US
1
. UK citizens were not aware of this high 

economic interdependence with the EU.  

 

When asked about the proportion of external trade 

realised with the EU as opposed to the US, 20% of 

UK citizens admitted that they did not know the 

figure, and another (almost) 60% gave a wildly 

incorrect figure (27% believed that the ratios were 

about the same, and 32% assumed that the trade with 

the EU was about double that of the US). The 

category that was the closest to reality (that 55% of 

the trade was with the EU and 15% was with the US) 

was chosen by one in five (215) citizens. Still, the 

majority of those interviewed correctly assumed that 

the EU was a more important trade partner compared 

to the US (53%). 

 

This proportion (the share of 

those who believed that the EU 

was a more significant trade 

partner than the US) was rather 

stable across the regions (ranging 

from 49% in Scotland to 55% in 

East Midlands, see Annex Table 

12). Differences in the various 

socio-demographic groups were 

more pronounced.  

 

Men were much more likely to 

express some opinion, therefore 

the proportion of those correctly 

guessing that the EU was a more 

significant trade partner was 

higher as well (58%) compared to 

women (47%). However, if we 

looked at the answers of those 

who attempted to reply, men did 

not prove to be much more 

informed (67% believed that the 

EU was a more significant partner 

versus 65% among the women.) 

                                                   
1 Total annual external trade (imports and export, in million Pounds): 566,731, with the EU: 338,707, with the 

US: 57,826, Statistics UK, reference year: 2006 
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Q7. What do you think the proportion of UK trade is with the EU 
compared to the US?
%, Base: all respondents

DK/NA

20%

50% with 

EU versus 

25% with 

US

32%

35% with 

EU versus 

35% with 

US

27%

55% with 

EU versus 

15% with 

US

21%

The proportion of UK trade with the EU compared to the US

Q7. What do you think the proportion of UK trade is with the EU comp ared 
to the US?

Base: all respondents
% by demo

21

25

18

16

21

24

22

19

21

26

13

25

21

20

22

25

18

17

31

34

29

36

30

33

29

26

32

33

39

32

31

32

34

32

31

30

27

29

26

32

30

26

25

28

27

26

33

27

28

27

28

27

35

27

20

13

27

17

20

17

25

27

21

15

16

16

22

20

16

16

17

26

UK

GENDER

Male

Female

AGE

16-24

25-39

40-54

55+

EDUCATION

-15

16-20

20+

Still in education

LOCALITY TYPE

Metropolitan zone

Other town/urban/centre

Rural zone

OCCUPATION

Self-employed

Employees

Manual workers

Not working

55% with EU versus 15% with US

50% with EU versus 25% with US

35% with EU versus 35% with US

DK/NA



Flash EB No 231 UK attitudes about the EU 

  

  Analytical Report, page 29 

Among age groups, those between 40 and 54 were the best informed, with 57% being able to say that 

the EU was the more important trade partner, compared to 52% of the youngest group (where the 

proportion of those thinking that the US was as important as the EU from a trade perspective was 

unusually high: 32%) and to 51% among the oldest group (where the proportion of the ñdonôt knowô 

replies was significantly higher than in the other age segments: 25%). The awareness of the EUôs 

importance in foreign trade in comparison with the US increased with level of educational attainment, 

with those having had the least education being the least aware (45%) and those with the most 

education the most aware (59%). Metropolitan respondents were more likely than others to correctly 

assume that the EU was a more significant trade partner. From the occupational groups, employees 

were the best informed (57%).   
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4. Key priorities for the EU  

4.1. General priorities  

All pressing global priorities are desired by the overwhelming majority to be 

tackled at an EU level, with cutting red tape and actions towards free trade 

being, relatively, the least desired aspects.  

 

The survey offered a list of issues (see chart below) for the UK respondents to give an opinion as to 

which of these should be a main priority for the EU in the coming years. Five out of the seven issues 

were more or less tied in first place (being within sampling error) with very few citizens claiming that 

these should not be a priority for the EU. These were securing energy supplies (88%), fighting 

international terrorism (87%), growth and jobs (87%), measures against illegal immigration (86%) 

and combating climate change (86%).  

 

88

87

87

86

86

79

74

Securing energy supplies

Fighting international
terrorism

Creating jobs and growth

Combating illegal
immigration

Combating climate change

Liberalising world trade

Cutting red tape

Key EU priorities

Q8. I will read  issues that are key priorities for the EU to you. P lease tell me for each of them if 
this should be an EU priority or not?

Base: all respondents
% of òShould beò

 
 

Liberalising global trade (79%), and cutting red tape (presumably within the EU; 74%) were also 

considered as important priorities by many UK citizens.  

4.1.1 Combating climate change 

 

Across UK regions, and across the socio-demographic segments of UK society, combating climate 

change was seen as a major EU priority with very little variance. The difference between the region 

where this priority got its highest (Northern Ireland: 90%) and lowest approval (East of England: 

82%) was only 8 percentage points. The variation was even lower in the various segments of society, 

with education being the one variable with some contrasting opinions. Looking at all segmentation 

variables, approval ranged from 82% among the least educated to 89% among those with the highest 

level of education, emphasising this as the variable that polarised attitudes the most.  
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Q8. I will read  issues that are key priorities for the EU to you. P lease tell me for each of them if this should be an EU priority or not?
Base: all respondents

% by region

Combating climate change

 

4.1.2 Securing energy supply  

 

This being, marginally, the top priority, the variations were even lower - across regions, and across 

socio-demographics alike. The difference between the region where this priority got its highest 

(Northern Ireland: 91%) and lowest approval (Greater London: 85%) was minimal. Opinions did not 

vary significantly according to respondentsô background either, with education being once again the 

attribute that had the most influence on preference levels: ranging from 86% among the least educated 

to 92% among those with the highest level of education.  

 

Key EU priorities

91 91 91 90 89 88 88 88 87 87 87 86 85

6 7 7 9 9 9 10 10 11 11 9 12 13

3 1 2 3 2 2 2 2 3 2 233

N
o
rt

h
e
rn

Ir
e
la

n
d

E
a

st

M
id

la
n
d

s

N
o
rt

h
 E

a
st

Y
o
rk

 /

H
u

m
b

e
rs

id
e

W
a

le
s

S
o
u

th
 W

e
st

W
e
st

M
id

la
n
d

s

U
K

N
o
rt

h
 W

e
st

S
o
u

th
 E

a
st

S
c
o
tl
a

n
d

E
a

st
 o

f

E
n
g

la
n
d

G
re

a
te

r

L
o
n
d

o
n

Should be Should not be DK/NA

Q8. I will read  issues that are key priorities for the EU to you. P lease tell me for each of them if this should be an EU priority or not?
Base: all respondents

% by region

Securing energy supplies

 



Flash EB No 231   EU Attitudes in the UK  

 

  

page 32 

4.1.3 Cutting red tape  

 

Cutting red tape was seen as important, however not as overwhelmingly so as several other potential 

priorities of the EU. This issue was considered to be particularly important in Northern Ireland (79%) 

and Scotland (78%). On the other hand, Londoners were significantly less likely to select this aspect 

among the top priorities of the EU. However, almost three times as many people thought that this 

should be a priority (65%) compared to those with the opposite opinion (22%)  
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Q8. I will read  issues that are key priorities for the EU to you. P lease tell me for each of them if this should be an EU priority or not?
Base: all respondents

% by region

Cutting red tape

 
Preference levels in this particular aspect varied greatly across socio-demographic segments. As 

Annex Table 13. shows, young people (as defined by their age or by their status óstill in educationô) 

were much less likely than any other segment of the UK society to say that the EU should not give 

priority to cutting red tape (about half of the youth were of this opinion), while in every other segment 

much greater proportions thought that it was an important issue for the EU ï regardless of education 

level, urbanisation level or occupation.  

4.1.4 Combating illegal immigration  

 

This priority induced less disagreement: the difference between the regions with most (North East: 

90%) and least (Greater London: 80%) approval of this strategic objective did not imply 

fundamentally different views. The very slight variance across socio-demographic segments suggests 

that relatively speaking the youth were the least worried about illegal immigration (with ñonlyò 83% 

of those aged 16-24 and 80% of those still in education thinking that combating illegal immigration 

should be a priority for the EU), while manual workers were the most keen for the EU to adapt 

strategies in this regard (90%). (Annex Table 13.)  
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Base: all respondents
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4.1.5 Fighting inte rnational terrorism  

 

Interestingly, Londoners had the least inclination to make the fight against international terrorism a 

key EU priority, even if the difference across regions was very limited. The 82% in the Greater 

London area, who thought that the problem of terrorism should be one of the EUôs top priorities, is 

only 10 percentage points lower compared to the highest survey result in the East Midlands (92%).   

 

Once again, only a very slight variance across socio-demographic segments was found in this aspect. 

The results suggested that relatively speaking the youth were again the least keen to make terrorism ï 

or the fight against it ï a key EU priority (with ñonlyò 83% of those aged 16-24 and 80% of those still 

in education thinking that it should be an EU priority). Manual workers were again the most keen that 

the EU should focus strongly on this matter (93%). (Annex Table 13.) 
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4.1.6 Trade liberalisation  

 

This concern was not as prevalent in UK society as a number of others tested in the survey. However, 

an overwhelming majority wished that the EU should make global trade liberalisation a priority in the 

coming years. The citizens of Northern Ireland were particularly keen to give this a high priority in 

the EU (83%), but even in the East of England, three-quarters (74%) would like to see free trade 

matters given a high priority within the EU.   

 

Just as before, corresponding to the high overall approval rating, the differences across socio-

demographic segments were minimal. The only group that emerged as the one with higher-than-

average preference for the EU to take trade issues among its key priorities was that of the manual 

workers, with 87% favouring this idea.  

Key EU priorities
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Q8. I will read  issues that are key priorities for the EU to you. P lease tell me for each of them if this should be an EU priority or not?
Base: all respondents

% by region

Liberalising world trade

 

4.1.7 Creating jobs and growth  

 

As in many Member States, the need for the EU to put an emphasis on the creation of jobs and growth 

enjoyed a very high approval rating in the UK. Northern Irish respondents (93%) in particular 

expected the EU to keep this issue among its key priorities, while those in the South East were 

somewhat less likely than others in the UK to feel this way. However, even in the South East, 81% 

replied positively to this proposition. In all other regions, approval ratings were within sampling error 

compared to the UK average of 87%. The variance according to the respondentsô background was 

even narrower; with results ranging from 84% (among the self-employed) to 91% (manual workers). 
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4.2 Climate related actions  

 

The EUôs active role in combating climate change is acknowledged,  

but there is quite modest support for making the  use of cars  

more expensive for environmental reasons. 

 

As we saw, 86% of UK citizens confirmed that 

climate change was an issue that deserved a particular 

focus, by putting it in the EUôs future top priorities. 

When specifically asked if the EU should initiate 

actions to tackle the global challenge of climate 

problems, 88% replied positively and there was 

practically no variance across the regions (the highest 

approval was found in the East Midlands: 92%, and 

the lowest in the East of England: 86%) or across 

demographic segments (approvals varied in a very 

narrow range between 87% and 91%, see Annex 

Table 17.). 

 

The survey inquired about four specific areas of 

regulation, as to whether or not the UK public was 

ready to accept EU-initiated rules as mandatory for 

Member States, including the UK. Three of these were 

widely supported by the UK citizens (measures to improve household-level energy efficiency: 91%, 

to increase the use of renewables: 89% and to invest more in rail and other community transport: 

88%). The idea of making private motoring more expensive in the Member States (by increasing taxes 

on cars and fuel) was only favoured by a slim majority (54% agreed, while 42% were opposed).  

 

As Table 18. in the Annex shows, in the first three propositions the support was overwhelmingly high 

in the UK regardless of geographical region (the support levels were typically in the 85%-95% range) 

and regardless of socio-demographic characteristics (84%-96% depending on the particular measure, 

with littl e variation in any particular segment).  

 

The EU should initiate actions to tackle
climate change

Q12. Given the potential impact of climate change on , do you 
think the EU should initiate  actions to tackle  this global 

challenge?
%, Base: all respondents

No; 9
DK/NA; 3

Yes; 88
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Acceptance of potential EU regulations aimed at tackling climate change
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Q13. Do you think the EU should have the relevant regulation in place to ensure its member countries:
%, Base: all respondents

 
 

The only proposition where there was far less regional agreement was the matter of extra taxes on 

private transport (cars and fuel). The citizens of Northern Ireland, who were generally more in favour 

of the EU and its initiatives than others in the UK, were significantly more supportive about such a 

measure (68%) and so were those in the Greater London area and Scotland (both 60%). On the other 

hand, respondents in the South East (49%) and the North West (50%) were less favourable about such 

measures compared to the UK average (54%). Even so, there was no region where the majority were 

in opposition.  
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EU regulations that ensure the member countries :

Take measures to reduce traffic congestion e.g. raise taxes on cars and petrol

 
Men were clearly less supportive (51%) of such an initiative compared to women (58%), and the 

appreciation of such an EU initiative declined slightly with age (16-24 years of age: 59%, 40 or older: 

53%). While education levels did not have a significant effect, those in the rural areas (52%) as well 

as self-employed respondents (49%) were less favourable than others in the UK.  

 

The survey also tested the willingness of UK citizens to engage in various actions that either required 

additional funding, or other personal sacrifices, in order to combat climate change. Respondents in the 

UK reacted to these propositions positively; even the least ñpopularò suggestions gained the 

agreement of a very clear majority.   
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Willingness to engage in private efforts to prevent climate change
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Q14. In order to prevent climate from changing would you be ready to
%, Base: all respondents

 
The UK citizens were the most willing to finance an improved public transport system that would 

allow motorists to use more energy-efficient ways (than cars) to go about their everyday tasks (90%). 

Eighty-two percent would ñsupportò renewable energy installations that would serve their 

community, and 77% were open to adjusting their travel patterns in order to reduce their CO2 

footprint. Two-thirds were open to accepting ñmeasuresò that were designed to reduce the use of 

cars (65%), and 61% would welcome personal carbon-tax allowances. However, this last 

proposition was not necessarily understood by all respondents, perhaps indicated by the 

comparatively high proportion of ñdonôt knowò replies (13%). From the perspective of outright 

opposition, the reduction of car use was relatively the most unpopular, with 30% being unwilling to 

take such a sacrifice. In the following paragraphs we will analyse the response to each of these 

propositions by the UK regions and by the socio-demographic background of the respondents.  

 

Wind turbines 

 

With 90%, Northern Irish citizens emerged as those being most favourable towards installing wind 

turbines to provide renewable energy for their community. They were followed by the citizens of 

Yorkshire and Humber and the East Midlands (both 85%) in being particularly supportive of this idea.   

On the other hand, people in Wales (78%) and in the North East (79%) were somewhat less likely to 

agree to wind turbines being placed in a nearby location.  
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Wind turbines were the least likely to be welcomed by the oldest age group, but even there, three-

quarters (72%) approved of such installations in their area. Also, those with the lowest level of 

education were opposed to the idea (76%) more than others. Despite all that, the support in each 

demographic segment was overwhelming.   

 

Reduction of the use of private cars 

 

Accepting measures aiming at reducing the use of private cars was clearly less popular, but they still 

enjoyed the approval of a clear majority in the UK (65%). Again, the Northern Irish were the most 

willing to accept some measures (75%), but the result in the West Midlands (69%) was also above 

average. With most of the other regions being very close to the average figure, the relatively most 

unfavourable result was seen in the East of England with 59%.  
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Efforts to prevent climate change

Accept measures designed to reduce private car use

 
Men were clearly less in favour of such an initiative (62% vs. 68% among women). The younger the 

respondent, the more likely he or she was to accept measures that aimed at reducing the use of private 

cars (16-24 years: 71%, 55+ years: 59%).  The level of education had a more modest, but still 

noticeable, effect on support levels: the Brits with the lowest level of education were the least (61%), 

and those with the highest level of education the most (67%), likely to accept such measures. In rural 

UK, such measures were unsurprisingly less popular (62%) compared to metropolitan zones (68%). 

Among occupational groups, the self-employed were the least likely to be open to such an initiative 

(59%). 

 

Finance improved public transport 

 

British respondents were extremely open to financing better public transport via increased ticket 

prices, or local tax, with nine out of 10 respondents agreeing to such a proposal. Any regional or 

socio-demographic variation was minimal; the difference of 6 percentage points in the support levels 

suggested no significant variations by UK region in this regard, and the variation was even lower 

from the perspective of the respondentsô background.  

 



Flash EB No 231 UK attitudes about the EU 

  

  Analytical Report, page 39 

94 93 92 91 91 91 90 90 90 89 89 88 88

5 6 8 8 8 7 7 8 9 10 10 11 10
1 2 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 2

N
o

rt
h
e

rn
Ir

e
la

n
d

W
e

s
t

M
id

la
n
d
s

Y
o

rk
 /

H
u
m

b
e

rs
id

e

E
a
s
t

M
id

la
n
d
s

N
o

rt
h
 W

e
s
t

N
o

rt
h
 E

a
s
t

S
o

u
th

 W
e

s
t

U
K

G
re

a
te

r
L

o
n
d
o

n

S
co

tl
a
n
d

W
a
le

s

E
a
s
t 

o
f

E
n
g
la

n
d

S
o

u
th

 E
a
s
t

Yes No DK/NA

Q14. In order to prevent climate from changing would you be ready to
Base: all respondents

% by region
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Finance improved public transport

 
Changing travel habits 

 

Londoners (82%), and those in Scotland and Northern Ireland (both 83%), were open to change their 

travel habits (e.g. fly less, make more use of community or non-motorised transport) ï at least at this 

theoretical level ï in order to contribute to lower CO2 emissions. Those in the East of England were 

again the least likely to be in agreement (73%).   
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Efforts to prevent climate change

Reduceyour personal carbon footprint by changing the way you travel (e.g. taking public transport , using
bicycles, flying less) 

 
The need for changing such habits was more likely to be popular among the youth (84% of those aged 

between 16 and 24 said they would be open to change their travelling habits to reduce pollution) 

compared to oldest group (i.e. 73% of those over 55 were open to such a change). The level of 

education had a more subtle effect: the British citizens with the lowest level of education were 

somewhat less open to adapt their travelling habits (75%) compared to those with the highest level of 

education (80%). Among occupational groups, the self-employed were the least likely to be open to 

reduce their carbon footprint this way (71%). 
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Carbon tax allowance 

 

Interestingly, the carbon tax allowance was the least popular among the five measures listed, although 

this initiative suggests that citizens might receive money rather than increase their outgoing payments. 

In most regions, about six out of 10 respondents were open to a system that would monetarily reward 

peopleôs lower carbon emissions; the approval was somewhat higher in Scotland (67%) and Northern 

Ireland (72%). Looking at the respondentsô background, it was only age where significant differences 

were detected: the younger respondents were the more open to such a mechanism for encouraging 

carbon-conscious behaviours at a personal level: two-thirds (67%) of the under 25s would welcome 

such allowances as opposed to 58% among those over 55 years-of-age. 
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5. Metric versus imperial units  
 

Extending the use of imperial measurement units is welcomed by British 

citizens, although many ï especially the young ï consider metric units to be 

easier  

 

Almost two-thirds of UK residents claimed that the 

recent announcement of the EUôs plans to extend the 

use of imperial measurement units indefinitely in the 

UK was a positive development (62%) Exactly a 

quarter (25%) of those interviewed held the contrary 

opinion, i.e. wanting to see the metric measurement 

replace the old imperial ones. Thirteen percent had 

no clear opinion on this issue.  

 

The majority in each region considered the option to 

keep the established measurement units a good thing, 

ranging from 65% in the South East to 57% in the 

North West. The 5 percentage point range of 

variation according to socio-demographic 

characteristics also signalled a very solid body of 

opinion, with all segments of society equally backing 

this development.    

 

This warm welcome to the proposed plans does not mean that the British are actually in favour of 

using the old units in the same proportion. Only 42% were of the opinion that it was easier to work 

with imperial units, while 48% favoured the continental, metric measurement system. The imperial 

system was only favoured by the relative majority in the North East (47%) and in Yorkshire & 

Humber (48%). On the other hand, a clear majority in London (56% metric vs. 36% imperial), in 

Northern Ireland (53% vs. 39%) and in Scotland (53% vs. 39% as well) thought that metric 

measurement was easier.  
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Measurements easier to work with

 
Opinions varied tremendously according to the respondentsô background. Imperial units were 

favoured by women, the oldest age segment, the least educated and those not working (e.g. because 

they are retired). In each of these groups, the majority found imperial units easier to work with. On 

Keeping imperial measurement units

Q9. The European Commission recently announced proposals to 
indefinitely extend the UK's use of some imperial measures 

alongside their metric equivalents. Do you think this a good thi ng or 
a bad thing? 

%, Base: all respondents
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the other hand, two-thirds (64%) of the youngest age group, 60% of the those with the highest level of 

education and 55% of those living in metro areas considered metric units easier to use. (See also 

Annex Table 15.) 

6. Mobile phone roaming costs  
 

Although not yet implemented, the upcoming reduction of mobile roaming costs 

within the EU are relatively well known in the UK  

 

The EU directive to eliminate specific international roaming charges for mobile telephone calls 

between Member States, is relatively widely known in the UK (40%). However, a majority has not 

heard about this development that could cut roaming costs by as much as 75% from this summer 

onwards. The survey did not ask questions about the respondentsô experiences regarding international 

mobile calls. It was therefore difficult to tell how many of those aware citizens would actually benefit 

from the change. The 40% awareness level suggests that the majority of those who are concerned the 

most (e.g. frequent travellers) are already aware of the potentially reduced within-EU roaming costs.  
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Q11. Are you aware that the EU took action to reduce mobile phone roa ming costs by 75% this summer?
Base: all respondents

% by region

Awareness of the EU action that reduce mobile phone roaming costs by 75% 
this summer

 
Awareness was the highest in the South East and in the Greater London area (46% in both regions), 

while only about three in 10 respondents in the North East could recall having heard about the 

elimination of extra charges for calls initiated in another EU Member State (31%). 

 

Differences according to the respondentsô background were spectacular: men were much more likely 

to be aware (49%) than women (32%), and among the best educated British citizens, those who had 

heard about this development (54%) actually outnumbered those who had not. People between the 

ages 40 and 54 were the most likely to be aware (45%), compared to the youngest age group (27%). 

Awareness among residents of metropolitan areas (48%) was significantly higher than in the smaller 

towns or in rural UK (39% & 38%, respectively). Self-employed workers (49%) as well as white-

collar employees (46%) were much more likely to have heard about this upcoming change in mobile 

call pricing compared to those not working (33%), or blue-collar workers (30%). (Annex Table 16.) 
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7. Regional summaries  
 

Most topics of the current survey were rated rather similarly across all regions of the UK. In the 

following paragraphs, we highlight particular regional characteristics. Readers should be aware that 

sample sizes were 500 in each region, which means a relatively larger sampling error; the ñtrueò 

results may vary within a +/- 5 percentage points range around the result presented in the charts 

(although in most cases this confidence interval is narrower, see table in the Appendix ï Survey 

Methodology). 

  

East Midlands  

 

Residents of the East Midlands were in line with the UK average in terms of their appreciation of the 

cross border benefits of EU membership, except in one aspect: 63% of them acknowledged that the it 

was now easier to buy property in another Member State (5 percentage points higher that the UK 

average).  

 

But the EUôs role in ensuring peace, prosperity and democracy for its Member States was seen 

slightly less positively; the 43% who agreed were 3 percentage points lower than the UK average. 

Similarly, when asked about the impact of EU membership on the UKôs ability to influence global 

issues such as climate change, freer trade or the fight against terrorism, residents of the East Midlands 

were slightly less positive (within sampling error) than the average UK citizen (climate control: 47%, 

-3, terrorism: 51%, -2, freer trade: 64%, -1).   

 

As to what the EUôs priorities should be, residents in the East Midlands supported the Unionôs role in 

dealing with each of the proposed problems slightly more than the average British citizen, especially 

in the fight against international terrorism (92%, +5), where support in the East Midlands was the 

highest in the UK. At the same time, the idea that the EU should give priority to cutting red tape was 

considered less important than elsewhere (69%, -5 compared to the UK result).  

 

As for environmental issues (both concerning the EUôs key priority in this area and the personal 

attitudes towards various initiatives that were aimed at lowering CO2 emissions), the East Midlands 

residentsô views were in line with the UK results as a whole.  

 

They were slightly less aware that the EU celebrated its 50
th
 anniversary in 2007 (30%, -3 compared 

to the UK average), as well as the fact that a charity football match was held between Manchester  

United and a European All Star team to celebrate the anniversary (18%, -2). But those who were 

aware of the match found it a good way to celebrate the anniversary in a greater proportion than in 

any other UK region (75%, +8). However, East Midlands residents were not among those who most 

favoured the influx of foreign labour into British football, with two-thirds (66%) of fans agreeing that 

having foreign players and managers enriched the game (this was 3 percentage points below the UK 

average).  

 

The EUôs announcement to extend the use of British imperial units indefinitely was welcomed in the 

East Midlands (64%), although 46% found it easier to work with metric units ï both figures being 

very close to the UK average. Thirty-eight percent of citizens were aware that this summer, 

international mobile roaming charges would be cut dramatically within the EU, as a result of EU-level 

regulatory actions ï again, very close to the UK average. 

 

East of England  

 

In the topics covered by the current survey, people living in the East of England were among the most 

sceptical ones in the UK. The overall negative attitude was illustrated by the fact that the people from 
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this region were the least likely to agree that the EU has secured peace, prosperity and democracy for 

its member countries. Only 41% agreed, 5 percentage points below the UK average.  

easy 

East of England residents appreciated the various cross-border benefits of EU membership for 

individuals, but to a lesser extent than most regions; they were the least likely of all the UK regions to 

agree that studying abroad was easier because of EU membership (61%, -5), that taking a holiday was 

more stress-free (75%, -4), that buying property was more straightforward (54%, -4, similar results 

were obtained in the South West and in Wales) and that there were less problems when transferring 

money (53%, -5, together with the South West). Even so, all of these benefits were agreed by the 

majority even in this region. 

 

Similarly, when asked about the impact of EU membership on the UKôs influence on climate change, 

freer trade or the fight against terrorism, residents in the East of England were clearly more sceptical 

than others in the UK. However, a relative majority did feel that the UKôs influence had been boosted 

through EU membership in each of these areas: climate control: 45%, -5, fight against terrorism: 49%, 

-4, freer trade: 60%, -6 ï the latter figure being the lowest of all UK regions).   

 

As for what the EUôs priorities should be, East of England residents expressed a generally lower level 

of interest in tackling each of the proposed problems. Although differences across the regions were 

slight, East of England residents were, relatively speaking, the least willing to support EU action 

against climate change (82%, -4), and in assisting freer trade (74%, -5). But as these proportions 

suggested, the difference was only relative, and even in this region, the vast majority backed the EU 

in its willingness to tackle the key global issues: including securing energy supplies, fighting 

terrorism, creating jobs and growth, etc. 

 

When asked whether or not the EU should establish various compulsory measures, related to carbon 

emissions, residents in the East of England were in line with the rest of the UK. The least welcomed 

suggestion was the one concerning increased taxes on cars and petrol in order to reduce traffic 

congestion; this was supported by only a slim majority (55%, similar to the UK average of 54%). But 

when it came to potential actions that individuals might accept, or take, in order to reduce carbon 

emissions, people in the East of England were ï while generally supportive ï slightly less willing than 

others in the UK to accept measures or adapt their behaviour in order to decrease their carbon 

footprint. For example, they were the least likely of all the regions to accept measures deigned to 

reduce their use of private cars (59%, -6), or to change their travel habits (e.g. fly less, use a bicycle or 

more public transport, etc.) in order to reduce carbon emissions (73%, -4). 

 

Awareness that the EU celebrated its 50
th
 anniversary in 2007 was very close to the UK average in the 

East of England  (31%, -2 compared to the UK average figure), as was awareness of the charity 

football match between Manchester United and a European All Star team (21%, +1). The public in 

this region was the second least enthusiastic about having a football match to celebrate the EU 

anniversary (62% of those who were aware of the match thought it was a good idea, 5 percentage 

points below the UK average). Residents in the East of England were not particularly in favour of 

having high numbers of foreign football players and managers in the UK, with 64% of the fans (those 

aware of the charity match) agreeing that foreigners enriched the British football (5 percentage points 

below the UK average). 

 

The EUôs announcement to extend the use of British imperial units indefinitely was regarded as a 

good idea by most people in the East of England (63%), basically matching the UK average. The 45% 

preference for metric units (claiming that these were easier to work with), was below the UK average 

(-3). With only a third (36%) being aware that international mobile roaming charges would be cut 

dramatically within the EU as of this summer, the East of England residents were less informed than 

the average British citizen (-4). 
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Greater London  

 

Compared to the average UK citizen, Londoners were generally more favourable towards the EU. 

They were the second most likely citizens (after the Northern Irish) to agree that the EU had secured 

peace, prosperity and democracy for its Member States, with the majority (52%) agreeing, 6 

percentage points above the UK average.  

 

Londoners also appreciated the various individual cross-border benefits of EU membership, just like 

others in the UK; they thought it was easier to work in another Member State (72% said it was easier 

due to EU membership, +3 compared to the UK) and more straightforward to travel as well (82%, 

+3).  

 

When asked about the impact of EU membership on the UKôs influence on climate change, 

Londoners tended to think that this was particularly beneficial (56%, +6 compared to the UK 

average), while there was no noteworthy difference in the areas of promoting freer trade (equal to the 

UK average) or fighting international terrorism (+2 points) ï with the majority being in agreement 

that EU membership helped the UK to have a greater say in these matters.   

 

When asked about the EUôs priorities, Londonôs residents were generally less enthusiastic than the 

average UK citizen about most of them. But there were only slight differences compared to the 

overwhelming proportion who would like the EU to deal with these issues, including climate change 

(83%, -3), secure energy supplies (85%, -3), the creation of jobs and growth (58%, -2), etc. Londoners 

were the least likely to want the EU to deal with illegal immigration (80%, -6) and international 

terrorism (82%, -5) as a priority. They were even more unwilling to want the EU to cut red tape as a 

top priority (65%, -9, the lowest UK figure).  

 

Londoners were more or less in line with the average UK citizen in answering questions relating to 

the EUôs priorities in tackling carbon emissions. The most significant differences were seen in 

Londonersô greater willingness to accept that the EU introduced compulsory regulations in the 

Member States, including increased taxes on cars and petrol in order to reduce traffic congestion 

(60%, +6). They were also more open to reducing their personal carbon footprint (by flying less, or by 

taking more public transport or riding bicycles, etc.).  

 

In the London area, awareness that the EU celebrated its 50
th
 anniversary in 2007 was very close to 

the UK average (34% vs. 33% UK average). The charity football match between Manchester United 

and a European All Star team was recalled less frequently (17%, -3). Londoners were among those 

who were the most enthusiastic about having foreign football players and managers in the British 

game; 79% of those aware of the charity match agreed that having foreigners involved in football 

enriched the British game  (+10 percentage points compared to the UK average). 

 

The EUôs announcement to extend the use of British imperial units indefinitely was regarded as a 

good idea by most people in London (61%). However, Londonersô preference for the metric 

measurement system was much higher than the UK average, with 56% claiming that these were easier 

to work with (+8). With 46% being aware that international mobile roaming charges would be cut 

dramatically within the EU as of this summer, the residents of Greater London were the most 

informed of all British regions (+6).  

 

North East  

 

The North East was the region that best reflected the UKôs citizensô views about the EU. Its citizens 

were more or less in line with those of the other regions in all areas under review, except that they 

were somewhat less likely than the average British citizen to be convinced that EU membership made 

it easier to work in another Member State: 65%, -4), they were more vocal in their support for EU 
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action against illegal immigration: 90%, +4) and they were also not keen on wind turbines in their 

neighbourhood or in having personal carbon-tax allowances (both -3 below the UK average).  

 

The survey detected larger differences in the question about the charity football match and its related 

issues: while awareness of the match was in line with the UK average, those who thought it was a 

good idea to celebrate the EU 50
th
 anniversary with this event were more numerous than those in most 

other regions (73%, +6 points among those who were aware of the match). Residents in this region 

were the least happy about having foreign players and managers in the UK, with just 58% of those 

aware of the charity match agreeing that foreign players and managers enriched British football (-11 

percentage points compared to the UK average). 

 

The announcement of the EU to extend the use of British imperial units indefinitely was regarded as a 

good thing by most people in the North East (60%, matching the UK average). This region had the 

least numbers of respondents that found metric units easier to work with (-7 compared to the UK 

average). Also, the proportion of those informed about the upcoming cuts in international mobile 

roaming charges was the lowest of all the British regions (31%, -9). 

North West  

 

The North Westôs appreciation of the EUôs ability to secure peace, prosperity and democracy for its 

Member States was very similar to the UK average (45%, -1). Residents of this region were the most 

likely to identify the EU as a much more significant trade partner compared to the US (with 56% 

saying that UK trade with the EU was higher than with the US). But even here, the magnitude of the 

difference was rarely reported correctly (by 21%, matching the UK average). 

 

The North Westôs citizens were more likely than those of most regions to appreciate individual cross-

border benefits of EU membership: they were significantly more likely to agree that EU membership 

made it easier to study elsewhere within the Union (73%, +7), and slightly more likely to agree that it 

was now easier to transfer money (62%, +4) and buy property (62%, +4) in another Member State.  

 

When asked about the impact of EU membership on the UKôs ability to influence decisions regarding 

climate change, freer trade and the fight against international terrorism, North West residents were in 

line with the UK average, i.e. mostly thinking there was an impact but not being particularly 

impressed about the outcome. Regarding the EUôs key priorities, the North Westôs residentsô views 

were no different to the UK average, expecting the EU to put issues such as secure energy supplies, 

the fight against international terrorism and the creation of jobs and growth high on its agenda ï each 

one preferred by close to nine out of 10 respondents in this region as well.  

 

Differences between the North West and the UKôs averages remained low when it came to the EUôs 

key priority to reduce carbon emissions and the personal attitudes towards the various initiatives 

aimed at reducing them. Generally speaking, the majority backed the various ideas to contain or lower 

carbon emissions, but those in the North West were less enthusiastic than most regarding the EUôs 

suggestion to raise taxes on cars and fuel in order to reduce traffic congestion (50%, -4), and they 

were personally less inclined to say they would be open to changing their traffic habits (by flying less, 

or by more use of public transport or bicycles for example) in order to reduce their carbon footprint.  

 

While the awareness of the 50
th
 anniversary of the Rome Treaty was not particularly high in this 

region (31%, -2), there was greater knowledge that one of the most popular football teams in the 

region, Manchester United, played a charity match against a European All Star team to celebrate the 

EUôs 50
th
 birthday; 29% of those interviewed recalled that this event took place in 2007. Compared to 

the UK average, though, fewer people in the North West found this event a good way to celebrate the 

EUôs ñbirthdayò (63% of those aware of the event thought it was a good idea, 3 percentage points 

below the UK average). People in this region were slightly more appreciative, compared to the UKôs 

average, about having foreign players and managers involved in British football. 
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The announcement of the EU to extend the use of British imperial units indefinitely was least 

cherished by those living in the North West, although almost six out of 10 respondents rated this 

development as being a ógood thingô (57%, -5). The 46% who found the metric system easier to use 

was, on the other hand, slightly lower than the UK average (-2).  With 41% being aware that 

international mobile roaming charges would be cut dramatically within the EU as of this summer, the 

residents of North West were just as informed as the average British citizen (+1).  

Scotland  

 

Scots appreciated the EUôs role in securing peace, prosperity and democracy for its Member States 

slightly more than the average UK citizen. Scottish residents were also above average in appreciating  

that EU membership made it easier to work elsewhere within the Union (73%, +4); in other aspects, 

the views about cross-border benefits were in line with those of other UK citizens.  

 

When asked about the impact of EU membership on the UKôs influence on climate change, the 

Scottish people tended to strongly agree that membership was beneficial (55%, +5 compared to the 

UK average). On the other issues, promoting freer trade and fighting international terrorism, the 

majority of Scots saw a benefit that was roughly in line with UK views overall. 

 

Scots also more or less agreed with the average UK citizen in their views about the EUôs urgent 

priorities; the only area where more people in Scotland expected actions to be taken was that of 

ócutting red tapeô, a proposition agreed by three-quarters (78%) of Scots, 4 percentage points above 

the UK average.  

 

When it came to the EUôs potential measures aimed at reducing carbon emissions, the Scots were 

somewhat more supportive than the average UK citizen. Investing more in the railways, and other 

modes of public transport, was more popular in Scotland that in the UK as a whole (92%, +4) and the 

Scots were also more likely than the average UK citizen to agree to any initiatives aimed at reducing 

traffic congestion via tax hikes on cars and petrol (60%, +6). Personal carbon-tax allowances (67%, 

+6) as well as personal efforts to reduce oneôs carbon footprint by using more environmentally 

friendly transport (83%, +6) were also more popular in Scotland than in most other regions of the UK.  

 

With 37% having heard of it, the Scottish people were the most aware of the 50
th
 anniversary of the 

Treaty of Rome in the UK, but the awareness of the charity football match to celebrate this event was 

no higher than elsewhere in the UK (20%).  Scots tended to agree that foreign players and managers 

enriched British football (53%, +5). 

 

The announcement of the EU to extend the use of British imperial units indefinitely was good news 

for 59% of the Scots (3 percentage points below the UK average), and 46% regarded the metric 

system as easier to use.  Forty percent of Scots were aware that this summer the international mobile 

roaming charges would be cut dramatically within the EU, as a result of EU-level regulatory actions ï 

again, matching the UK average. 

South East  

 

South East residents were slightly more sceptical about the EUôs role in securing peace, prosperity 

and democracy for its Member States, compared to the UK average (43%, -3). Expressing their 

opinions about the impact of EU membership on the UKôs influence in combating climate change 

(42%, -8) and fighting international terrorism (45%, -8), the South Eastôs citizens were the least 

positive of all the regions. Opinions were also quite sceptical regarding the UKôs influence, through 

EU membership, on trade matters (61%, -5). While being positive about the various cross-border 

benefits that individuals might enjoy from being a citizen of a Member State, the South Eastôs citizens 

were somewhat less positive that EU membership helped citizens to study in another Member State 

(62%, -4) or to transfer money across member statesô borders (54%, -4).  
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The South Eastôs residents were generally in line with the rest of the UK in regard to the priorities that 

the EU should set. The only aspect where opinions in the South East differed is that its citizens were ï 

although only relatively speaking ï less likely to expect the EU to have job creation and economic 

growth on its agenda (81%, -6).  

 

Reflecting a widespread reservation about EU initiatives, the South Eastôs citizens gave relatively less 

support to potential EU regulations that could combat climate change.  When asked about EU 

initiatives aimed at reducing traffic via tax increases for cars and petrol (49%, -5) and improving 

energy efficiency in domestic households (85%, -6), the South Eastôs citizens gave the lowest 

approval ratings. On the other hand, the citizensô willingness to engage personally to combat climate 

change was roughly in line with other regions, except that the South Eastôs citizens were relatively 

reluctant to agree to reduce their carbon footprint (74%, -3 points below the UK average and higher 

only than the East of Englandôs score).  

 

Attitudes and awareness levels in relation to the EUôs 50
th 

birthday and its celebrations were 

essentially in line with the general UK figures, with relatively few citizens being aware of the 

occasion (35%, +2) or the charity football match (18%, -2). There was a relatively high approval 

rating for the way in which the anniversary was celebrated (63% approved, among those who were 

aware of the Manchester United ï EU All Stars match, -4) but this was below the UKôs average.  

 

The announcement that the EU had agreed to extend the use of British imperial units indefinitely was 

well received in the South East (65%, +3). With 46% of the South Eastôs citizens being aware that 

international mobile roaming charges would be cut dramatically within the EU as of this summer, 

South East residents (together with those living in Greater London) were the most informed of all the 

British regions (+6). 

South West  

 

The views of the South Westôs residents were very similar to the UKôs average in regard to most 

aspects of the survey.  

 

A notable exception, however, was the consistently lower approval ratings of the cross-border 

benefits of  EU membership that individuals could enjoy. In each case, the South West region fared 

below the UK average. The most pronounced differences, where the South West recorded the lowest 

ratio of positive answers among all of the UK regions, were found when it came to assessing the 

extent to which EU membership increased the opportunities: to travel (75%, -4), to buy property 

(54%, -4) or to transfer money (53%, -5) across Member State borders..  

 

The only other aspect where opinions in the South West were different from the UK average was the 

approval rating of the charity football match played to celebrate the EUôs 50th birthday: three-quarters 

(73%) of those who had heard about the match found it to be a good way of celebrating the 50
th
 

anniversary - 6 percentage points higher than the UK average.  
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Wales  

 

The Welsh citizensô appreciation of the EUôs ability  to secure peace, prosperity and democracy for its 

Member States was exactly in line with the average UK citizenôs (46%). At the same time, Welsh 

residents were less likely to appreciate the cross-border benefits of EU membership for individuals: 

they were significantly less likely to say that EU membership made it easier to travel (75%, -4), to 

work (63%, -6), or to buy property (54%, -4) elsewhere in the Union.  

 

When asked about the impact of EU membership on the UKôs influence on the climate change debate, 

the Welsh people were only behind the Northern Irish and Londoners in being optimistic that the UK 

now had a greater say in those matters (55%, 5 points above the average). In matters related to freer 

trader and fighting international terrorism, the Welsh were positive, but only to the same extent as the 

rest of the UK. Regarding the EUôs priorities, the Welsh people were keen for the EU to take actions 

in the fight against terrorism (90%, +3), the promotion of freer trade (83%, +4) and the fight against 

red tape (77%, +3).  

 

The Welsh were the least likely to fancy the idea of having wind turbines, close by, that could provide 

them with renewable energy. However, a vast majority would back such an initiative (78%, -4). The 

citizens of Wales were slightly more favourable than most regions to accept that the EU imposed 

measures that would raise taxes on cars and fuel in order to reduce traffic congestion (58%, +4), as 

well as being open to changing their traffic habits (by flying less, or by using more non-motorised 

transport or more public transport) in order to reduce their carbon footprint (80%, +3).  

 

The awareness of both the 50
th
 anniversary of the Treaty of Rome and the charity football event to 

celebrate that event was similar to that of the UK as a whole. Welsh people (those who knew about 

the football match) were the most unhappy, relatively speaking, about this form of celebration (60%, -

7 points). The Welsh were slightly more likely to agree that the increased numbers of foreign players 

and managers enriched the British football (72%, +3). 

 

In the questions concerning metric vs. imperial units and the reduction of mobile roaming charges, the 

Welsh opinions were exactly in line with the UK average.  

 

West Midlands  

 

The West Midlands, while being very close to the UK average in most aspects that this survey 

covered, stood out in one regard: of all the UKôs regions, it had the lowest awareness of the EU 50
th
 

anniversary, with only one in four residents (27%, -6) being able to recall the event. There was also 

little knowledge of the charity football match held to celebrate the 50
th
 anniversary (18%, -2), and the 

awareness of the upcoming cut in international mobile roaming charges was poor (36%, -4, only the 

North East had a lower figure).  

 

Forty-four percent of West Midlands citizens thought that the EU played an overall positive role in 

Europe, securing peace, prosperity and democracy for Member States, which was not significantly 

different from the UK average (-2). West Midlandsô citizens were also in line with the average UK 

citizenôs views about the various personal cross-border benefits of EU membership.  

 

When asked about the impact of EU membership on the UKôs ability to influence climate change and 

freer trade, people in the West Midlands responded no differently than those in any other region 

(being largely in agreement with the statement that EU membership indeed increased the UKôs 

influence in these areas). When it came to the fight against international terrorism, West Midlandsô 

citizens were more optimistic than others in the UK in saying that it now had a greater say in this 

matter (59%, +6). Regarding the EUôs priorities, the Welsh people were some of the keenest in 
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feeling that the EU should take action in the fight against terrorism (90%, +3) but also in cutting red 

tape (77%, +3).  

 

People in the West Midlands were marginally less happy than the average British citizen to accept 

traffic reduction plans that involved increasing the cost of motoring (by raising taxes on cars and 

petrol, 52%, -2), but they would be more willing to accept other measures that aimed to reduce private 

car use and help to avoid congestion (69%, +4). Similarly, they were more open than the average 

citizen to accept EU-imposed measures to improve energy efficiency of private households (94%, +3) 

or to finance improved public transport (93%, +3).  

 

Yorkshire and the Humber  

 

In Yorkshire and the Humber, the residentsô views were more or less  in line with their fellow 

citizens. While a relative majority (46%) agreed about the EUôs ability to secure peace, prosperity and 

democracy for its Member States, a real majority of citizens supported all of the cross-border benefits 

that citizens might personally enjoy (e.g. working or studying in another EU Member State, etc.) ï all 

in line with the average UK views. 

 

Where those living in Yorkshire and the Humber were different than those in other regions was in 

their assessment as to whether or not EU membership helped the UK to better voice its interest in 

matters such as climate change (53%, +3) and the promotion of freer trade (70%, +4). Such increased 

influence was also acknowledged in the questions related to the fight against international terrorism, 

but the Yorkshire and the Humber figure was only marginally above the UK average (54%, +1). 

 

As for the EUôs priorities, people here essentially shared the general UK views. Yorkshire and 

Humber folk did, though, put more importance on combating illegal immigration (89%, +3). The 

approval of the various proposed measures that the EU could take in its Member States to decrease 

carbon emissions was generally in line with the average UK views. Also when it came to taking local 

measures against climate change, residents of this region were as open as other UK citizens. The only 

exception, where the approval was even higher, were wind turbines; in Yorkshire and the Humber, 

people were more open to have such installations, close by, that would provide renewable clean 

energy (85%, +3). 

 

Over a third (36%) of Yorkshire and the Humberôs citizens recognised that the EU turned 50 in 2007, 

which was three percentage points above the UK average. The awareness of the charity football match 

played to celebrate the anniversary was somewhat higher than the average as well, although still quite 

low (23%, +3). Those who were aware of the match considered this to be a good way to celebrate the 

birthday (76%, +6). Residents in this region did not particularly welcome the influx of foreign labour 

into British football as much as others did, but most people thought they were good for the various 

football leagues (64%, -5).  Finally, the awareness of the EUôs expected success in reducing mobile 

roaming charges was slightly lower than elsewhere in the UK . 

 

Northern Ireland  

 

Northern Irish citizens were significantly more positive than most in virtually each aspect covered by 

this survey. In addition, this was the only region where results differed markedly from the UK 

averages, and frequently the results were among the UKôs highest in terms of optimism.  

 

Starting with the appreciation of the EUôs role in securing peace, prosperity and democracy within its 

Member States, Northern Ireland was the only region, besides Greater London, where more than half 

of the respondents were in agreement (56%, +10, the highest figure of all the regions). It was also the 

Northern Irish, who ï among all UK residents ï were the most likely to acknowledge the various 

cross-border benefits of EU membership, such as the ease of working (75%, +6), travelling (84%, +5), 
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studying (75%, +9), or investing (65%, +7) in another EU Member State. One should not forget that it 

is only Northern Ireland, among all of the UK regions, that has a land border with another Member 

State, Ireland, with all that implies in terms of historical, trading and national relationships. 

 

Support for the various EU priorities (such as combating climate change, securing energy supplies 

and creating jobs and growth) was the highest in Northern Ireland as well, with very few citizens not 

backing the EU in the pursuit of its key policy goals. The two priority areas where Northern Irish 

support was not the highest in the UK were in the fight against terrorism and the struggle to cope with 

illegal immigration, but even in these areas the support was overwhelming. 

 

The Northern Irish were not only backing the fight against climate change as a key EU policy goal, 

but they were the most likely to stand behind various EU- or local-level proposed initiatives to contain 

and eventually lower carbon emissions. Across the UK, each of the related policy initiatives received 

the most backing in Northern Ireland. The highest levels of support were seen in regard to motoring: 

people in this region were by far the most open to accept additional taxes on cars and petrol (68%, 

+14) as well as other measures aimed at decreasing the use of private cars (75%, +10) in order to 

reduce traffic congestion. 

 

The awareness of the EUôs 50
th
 anniversary was slightly lower in Northern Ireland than elsewhere 

(29%, -4), while the awareness of the key celebratory event ï the Manchester United football match - 

was about the same (21%, +1). The only question that registered an attitude below the UK average 

was that in regard to holding the charity football match to celebrate the EUôs 50
th
 birthday: the two-

thirds (65%) who thought that this was a good idea was slightly below the UK average (-2, among 

those who were aware of the match). 

 

The Northern Irish were the most enthusiastic about having EU (foreign) players and managers in UK 

teams, with 81% of the fans (defined as those being aware of the charity match) agreeing that having 

foreigners in British football did enrich the game (+12 percentage points compared to the UK 

average). 

 

The announcement that the EU would extend the use of British imperial units indefinitely was 

regarded as a good thing by most people in Northern Ireland, too (61%). However, the preference for 

the metric measurement system was much higher than the UK average, with 53% claiming that these 

were easier to work with (+5). With 40% being aware that international mobile roaming charges 

would be cut dramatically within the EU as of this summer, Northern Irish residents were as informed 

as the average British citizen. 
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