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FLASH EUROBAROMETER 151

FIRST RESULTS

EU citizens and their opinion on the
rebuilding of Iraq and peace in the world

On the1st October the European Commission has put forward its
approach to the reconstruction of Iraq. On the 23rd and 24th

October, the Ministerial Donors Conference was held in Madrid with
the participation of the European Union, the United States, the
United Arab Emirates, the World Bank, the International Monetary
Fund and the United Nations as core members.
The Flash Eurobarometer 1 survey was carried out with the aim of
discovering what the citizens in the 15 EU member states are
                                                
1 Flash Eurobarometer 151, carried out for the European Commission by
Taylor Nelson Sofres/EOS Gallup Europe, 8-16 October 2003, 7515
persons interviewed by telephone in the 15 member states.
For each country surveyed, the statistical margin of error is +/- 4.4 percentage
points. As an indication, the margin of error at the EU level is approximately +/-
1.2 points.
In some cases, due to the rounding of figures, displayed sums can show a
difference of one point with the sum of the individual cells.
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thinking about the reconstruction of Iraq, the Middle East conflict
and peace in the world.

The first results of this survey reveal that EU citizens :

• prefer that the United Nations and the provisional government
manage the rebuilding of Iraq

• are highly in favour of offering humanitarian aid to Iraq
• want their country to participate in financing the rebuilding of

Iraq
• want the US to bear the brunt of financing the rebuilding of Iraq
• want the UN to guarantee security in Iraq
• want the UN to manage the transition to a sovereign government

in Iraq
• think that the military intervention in Iraq was not justified
• want more EU involvement in the Middle East Peace process
• still feel the threat of terrorism



I. Rebuilding Iraq

EU citizens prefer that the United Nations (UN) and the
provisional government manage the rebuilding of Iraq

The US is the least trusted (18%) to manage the rebuilding of Iraq -
less than the EU (25%) or a provisional government (44%),
according to EU citizens. An average of 58% of those interviewed
want the UN to keep this role. People in UK more than elsewhere
(72%) want the UN to manage the rebuilding.

Question : In your opinion, to whom should the management of the
rebuilding of the Iraq be entrusted?

PAYS-COUNTRY

TOTAL B DK D EL E F IRL I L NL A P FIN S UK

Les Etats-Unis /
The United States

18% 24% 24% 23% 20% 15% 10% 13% 22% 11% 6% 18% 17% 11% 22% 20%

L'Union européenne et ses Etats
membres / The European Union
and its Member States

25% 37% 16% 43% 21% 13% 24% 13% 18% 19% 14% 12% 16% 7% 8% 29%

Les Nations Unies /
The United Nations

58% 57% 68% 69% 42% 52% 53% 65% 40% 52% 60% 53% 53% 69% 62% 72%

Le Gouvernement provisoire en
Irak / The provisional government
in Iraq

44% 44% 32% 57% 32% 23% 39% 33% 42% 43% 42% 34% 27% 28% 31% 59%

[Aucun de ceux-là] / [None of
these]

2% 3% 0% 0% 7% 2% 1% 1% 2% 1% 0% 2% 2% 1% 2% 2%

[NSP&SR] / [DK&NA] 2% 2% 3% 1% 1% 6% 2% 1% 1% 3% 1% 4% 5% 2% 4% 1%



Split opinions for financial involvement in rebuilding Iraq

More than half of the European citizens favour their country’s
financial participation in rebuilding Iraq (54% yes – 45% no). In
Denmark, 76% of those interviewed want to contribute, while 64%
of the Portuguese are against their country contributing.

Question : For each of the following propositions concerning the
after war Iraq tell me if you are in favour or not. Our country’s
financial participation in the rebuilding of Iraq.

PAYS-COUNTRY

TOTAL B DK D EL E F IRL I L NL A P FIN S UK

Tout à fait favorable /
Totally in favour

14% 6% 33% 6% 18% 15% 8% 15% 18% 16% 28% 4% 7% 8% 18% 23%

Plutôt favorable /
Rather in favour

40% 36% 43% 36% 34% 41% 37% 38% 47% 42% 45% 27% 24% 27% 37% 46%

Plutôt pas favorable /
Rather not in favour

22% 27% 9% 31% 19% 19% 24% 20% 19% 22% 14% 29% 22% 28% 19% 16%

Pas favorable du tout /
Not in favour at all

23% 29% 13% 26% 28% 22% 30% 25% 16% 18% 12% 34% 42% 35% 20% 13%

[NSP&SR] / [DK&NA] 2% 3% 2% 1% 1% 4% 0% 1% 0% 1% 1% 6% 5% 2% 6% 1%

 

Favorable / In favour 54% 42% 76% 42% 52% 55% 45% 53% 65% 59% 74% 31% 31% 36% 55% 69%
Pas favorable / Not in
favour

45% 55% 22% 57% 47% 41% 54% 46% 35% 41% 26% 62% 64% 63% 39% 29%



US should pay for the rebuilding of Iraq

The majority of EU citizens want the US to pay for the rebuilding of
Iraq (65%) compared to the UN (44%), the provisional government
(29%) or the EU (24%). Germany is the country with the highest
percentage (84%) of interviewees who want the US to take
responsibility for financing the rebuilding.

Question : And in your opinion, who should finance the rebuilding of
Iraq ?

PAYS-COUNTRY

TOTAL B DK D EL E F IRL I L NL A P FIN S UK

Les .Etats-Unis/
The United States

65% 70% 60% 84% 61% 60% 60% 63% 50% 65% 54% 76% 61% 74% 73% 61%

L'Union européenne et ses Etats
membres / The European Union
and its Member States

24% 30% 26% 31% 19% 11% 17% 15% 20% 17% 18% 12% 19% 7% 15% 39%

Les Nations Unies /
The United Nations

44% 44% 51% 55% 34% 31% 37% 35% 40% 33% 48% 28% 25% 25% 35% 58%

Le Gouvernement provisoire en
Irak / The provisional government
in Iraq

29% 38% 29% 37% 13% 12% 25% 25% 23% 22% 22% 17% 16% 17% 26% 48%

[Aucun de ceux-là] / [None of
these]

1% 2% 1% 1% 3% 1% 0% 0% 1% 1% 0% 1% 0% 1% 1% 1%

[NSP&SR] / [DK&NA] 2% 1% 2% 0% 1% 7% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 5% 5% 2% 3% 1%

Europe prefers to offer humanitarian aid.

If humanitarian aid is needed, the people in Iraq can rely on the EU
citizens, as 82 % approve a reinforcement of humanitarian aid while
only 17% are against. Approval is led by the Greeks with 93% who
wish to send humanitarian aid from their country to Iraq.
 Question : For each of the following propositions concerning the
after war Iraq tell me if you are in favour or not. The reinforcement
of humanitarian aid from [our country] towards Iraq

PAYS-COUNTRY

TOTAL B DK D EL E F IRL I L NL A P FIN S UK

Tout à fait favorable /
Totally in favour

32% 24% 47% 13% 60% 29% 28% 44% 40% 42% 44% 26% 27% 22% 38% 47%

Plutôt favorable /
Rather in favour

50% 51% 41% 60% 33% 48% 58% 47% 49% 50% 37% 53% 45% 45% 46% 40%

Plutôt pas favorable /
Rather not in favour

9% 12% 5% 15% 3% 11% 5% 3% 4% 4% 13% 13% 10% 16% 6% 7%

Pas favorable du tout /
Not in favour at all

8% 12% 5% 11% 4% 9% 8% 5% 7% 3% 6% 5% 15% 15% 7% 4%

[NSP&SR] / [DK&NA] 1% 2% 2% 0% 0% 3% 1% 1% 0% 1% 1% 3% 4% 2% 4% 1%

 

Favorable / In favour 82% 75% 88% 73% 93% 78% 86% 91% 89% 91% 80% 79% 72% 68% 84% 87%
Pas favorable / Not in
favour

17% 24% 10% 27% 7% 20% 14% 8% 10% 7% 19% 18% 25% 30% 13% 12%



Split opinions on sending own troops on a peacekeeping
mission to Iraq

54% of EU citizens are not in favour of sending their own troops
compared with 44%, who are in favour. European countries have no
common opinion on this topic. A strong difference of opinion is
observed between Germany and Denmark, where 71% of Germans
do not want their troops to go to Iraq, while 77% of Danes say they
are in favour of sending national troops.

Question : For each of the following propositions concerning the
after war Iraq tell me if you are in favour or not. The sending of
[nationality] troops in order to maintain peace in Iraq.

PAYS-COUNTRY

TOTAL B DK D EL E F IRL I L NL A P FIN S UK

Tout à fait favorable /
Totally in favour

14% 10% 39% 6% 11% 13% 9% 19% 22% 13% 29% 5% 13% 18% 25% 20%

Plutôt favorable /
Rather in favour

30% 32% 38% 22% 18% 28% 27% 43% 39% 27% 39% 22% 23% 28% 34% 37%

Plutôt pas favorable /
Rather not in favour

24% 25% 6% 33% 16% 22% 24% 14% 20% 23% 17% 26% 21% 24% 14% 22%

Pas favorable du tout /
Not in favour at all

30% 31% 15% 38% 53% 33% 39% 21% 19% 35% 14% 43% 38% 27% 22% 18%

[NSP&SR] / [DK&NA] 2% 3% 2% 1% 1% 4% 2% 2% 0% 2% 1% 4% 5% 2% 6% 3%

 

Favorable / In favour 44% 42% 77% 28% 29% 41% 35% 63% 60% 41% 69% 27% 36% 46% 58% 57%
Pas favorable / Not in
favour

54% 56% 21% 71% 70% 55% 63% 35% 40% 58% 31% 69% 60% 51% 36% 40%



EU citizens want the UN to guarantee security in Iraq

EU citizens would prefer that the UN peacekeeping forces (43%) or
the UN in general (19%), guarantee Iraq’s security. Only 11% are
in favour of UN multinational forces  - under US command. Even
more interviewees would choose a provisional government (8%)
guaranteeing security rather than the US alone (6%) or the US,
together with their allies (5%).
France shows the highest approval (54%) for UN peacekeeping
forces and, together with the Netherlands, Finns  (3%) show little
support for the US’s role in guaranteeing Iraq’s security.

Question : In your opinion, who should guarantee security in Iraq
during the period of rebuilding the country?

PAYS-COUNTRY

TOTAL B DK D EL E F IRL I L NL A P FIN S UK
Les Etats-Unis /
The United States

6% 12% 7% 6% 10% 7% 5% 7% 7% 5% 3% 7% 8% 3% 8% 5%

Les Etats-Unis et certains de leurs
alliés / The United States and
some of their allies

5% 4% 6% 7% 6% 4% 2% 7% 6% 4% 10% 3% 7% 5% 4% 6%

Une force multinationale agissant
au nom de l'ONU sous le
commandement des Etats-Unis / A
multinational force acting on
behalf of the United Nations under
the command of the US

11% 9% 15% 13% 8% 7% 7% 12% 13% 15% 12% 10% 16% 8% 13% 15%

L'ONU et ses forces de maintien
de la paix / The UN and their
peace-keeping forces

43% 37% 37% 46% 39% 31% 54% 41% 45% 49% 41% 47% 35% 52% 42% 35%

L'Union européenne et ses Etats
membres / The European Union
and its Member States

5% 5% 3% 5% 8% 6% 5% 2% 6% 5% 4% 2% 6% 2% 2% 4%

Les Nations Unies /
The United Nations

19% 20% 23% 16% 17% 28% 14% 23% 15% 12% 19% 17% 14% 21% 23% 25%

Le Gouvernement provisoire en
Irak / The Iraqi provisional
government

8% 10% 4% 7% 6% 8% 11% 6% 6% 8% 9% 8% 8% 6% 4% 8%

[Aucun de ceux-là] / [None of
these]

1% 2% 1% 1% 4% 1% 1% 0% 1% 0% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1%

[NSP&SR] / [DK&NA] 2% 3% 4% 1% 1% 8% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 6% 5% 3% 4% 2%



II. The Middle East conflict and peace in the
world

Military intervention was not justified, say the majority of EU
citizens

Two thirds of EU citizens think military intervention was not justified
(68%), while only 29% think it was justified.
Only in Denmark did the majority think it was justified (57%). The
highest percentage of EU citizens who think it was not justified can
be found in Greece (96%). Even in Spain (79%) and the UK (51%)
- allies of the US - the majority states that military intervention was
not justified.

Question : Today, would you say that the military intervention of
the United States and their allies in Iraq was absolutely justified,
rather justified, rather not justified or not justified at all?

PAYS-COUNTRY

TOTAL B DK D EL E F IRL I L NL A P FIN S UK

Tout à fait justifiée /
Absolutely justified

7% 4% 19% 4% 1% 3% 3% 8% 8% 6% 10% 2% 5% 6% 8% 15%

Plutôt justifiée /
Rather justifiee

22% 17% 38% 21% 3% 12% 15% 32% 29% 16% 39% 10% 22% 25% 29% 29%

Plutôt pas justifiée /
Rather not justified

27% 34% 22% 37% 13% 19% 26% 26% 26% 28% 26% 29% 25% 38% 31% 22%

Pas justifiée du tout /
Not justified at all

41% 42% 19% 35% 82% 61% 55% 33% 33% 47% 23% 57% 43% 27% 28% 29%

[NSP&SR] / [DK&NA] 4% 4% 3% 3% 0% 6% 1% 1% 4% 3% 2% 2% 5% 4% 5% 6%

 

Justifiée /  Justified 29% 20% 57% 25% 4% 15% 18% 40% 36% 22% 49% 12% 28% 31% 36% 44%
Pas justifiée / Not
justified

68% 75% 41% 72% 96% 79% 81% 59% 60% 75% 50% 86% 67% 65% 59% 51%



EU citizens want more involvement in the Middle East peace
process

Most of the EU citizens (81%) think that the EU should play an
important role in resolving the Middle East conflict. Only 16%
disagree. The highest support for the EU to play a leading role
comes from Greece (90%) and Italy (89%).

Question : Tell me if you totally agree, rather agree, rather disagree
with each of the following propositions concerning the role of the
European Union in the Middle East. The European Union should play
an effective role in the resolving of the peace process in the Middle
East.

PAYS-COUNTRY

TOTAL B DK D EL E F IRL I L NL A P FIN S UK

Tout à fait d'accord / Totally agree 36% 36% 40% 22% 56% 38% 39% 46% 47% 45% 37% 36% 44% 29% 36% 34%

Plutôt d'accord / Rather agree 45% 40% 38% 55% 34% 43% 45% 41% 42% 38% 43% 43% 43% 37% 32% 43%
Plutôt pas d'accord / Rather
disagree

11% 14% 9% 15% 6% 7% 8% 7% 7% 12% 11% 12% 4% 19% 13% 13%

Pas d'accord du tout / Totally
disagree

6% 8% 9% 7% 3% 4% 6% 4% 2% 5% 9% 5% 4% 10% 11% 8%

[NSP&SR] / [DK&NA] 3% 3% 4% 1% 1% 8% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 5% 6% 5% 7% 2%

D'accord / Agree 81% 76% 78% 77% 90% 81% 85% 87% 89% 83% 80% 79% 86% 66% 68% 77%

Pas d'accord /  Disagree 16% 22% 18% 22% 9% 11% 14% 10% 9% 16% 20% 16% 8% 29% 25% 21%

EU citizens still feel the threat of terrorism

The European majority still feels threatened by terrorism (55%) but
there are significant national differences. People in Spain (76%) and
UK (76%) are most frequently afraid. Among the Finns and the
Austrians, on the other hand, only a few (6%, and 10%,
respectively) seem concerned.

Question : How would you evaluate the threat of terrorism in [our
country] today? Would you say that it is very strong, quite strong,
quite weak or very weak?

PAYS-COUNTRY

TOTAL B DK D EL E F IRL I L NL A P FIN S UK

Très forte / Very  strong 14% 6% 1% 15% 10% 22% 11% 5% 17% 3% 7% 2% 12% 0% 3% 19%
Assez forte / Quite
strong

40% 28% 13% 37% 31% 54% 40% 25% 45% 15% 28% 8% 24% 6% 18% 57%

Assez faible / Quite weak34% 49% 46% 41% 36% 17% 40% 46% 30% 49% 49% 52% 36% 52% 47% 16%

Très faible / Very  weak 9% 14% 37% 5% 21% 3% 9% 23% 7% 30% 16% 36% 22% 41% 27% 4%

[NSP&SR] / [DK&NA] 2% 4% 2% 2% 2% 4% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 2% 6% 1% 5% 4%

 

Forte / Strong 55% 34% 14% 52% 41% 76% 50% 30% 62% 18% 35% 10% 36% 6% 21% 76%

Faible / Weak 43% 62% 83% 46% 58% 20% 49% 69% 37% 79% 65% 88% 58% 94% 74% 20%




