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Europe in a changing world - Inclusive, innovative and
reflective societies
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Europe faces huge challenges in reducing inequality and social exclusion. 80 million people are at risk
of poverty and 14 million young people are not in education, employment or training. We have not yet
overcome the economic crisis which has led to unemployment rates of 12% in general and 20%
among the youth.
Reducing inequalities and social exclusion in Europe (80 million people at risk of poverty, 14 million
young people not in education, employment or training), overcoming the economic and financial crisis
and tackling unemployment (12% in EU and above 20% of youth unemployment in 2012) are crucial
challenges for the future of Europe. At the same time, there is great potential for Europe through
opportunities provided, for example, by new forms of innovation and by the engagement of citizens.
Supporting inclusive, innovative and reflective societies is a prerequisite for a sustainable European
integration.
The emergence of Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa (BRICS), and therefore of a multipolar
world, the ageing of the EU population and the need for more innovation call for a renewed
understanding of this rapidly changing world. This understanding is supported by strong
multidisciplinary approaches, including social sciences and humanities and information and
communication technologies. European and national policies need to continue modernisation while
acknowledging the socio-economic and cultural diversity in Europe, and improved knowledge about

how our modern societies work.
EU research and innovation will address social exclusion, discriminations and various forms of
inequalities. It will explore new forms of innovation and strengthen the evidence base for the
Innovation Union, the European Research Area and other relevant EU policies. It will promote coherent
and effective cooperation with third countries. Finally, it will address the issues of memories,
identities, tolerance and cultural heritage.
Key future research and innovation actions for 2014 and 2015 will focus on:
●

●

●

●

●

New ideas, strategies and governance structures for overcoming the crisis in Europe (resilient
economic and monetary Union, EU growth agenda, EU social policies, the future of European
integration, emerging technologies in the public sector).
The young generation in an innovative, inclusive and sustainable Europe (job insecurity, youth
mobility, adult education, social and political engagement of young people, modernisation of public
administrations).
Reflective societies: transmission of European cultural heritage, uses of the past, 3D modelling for
accessing EU cultural assets.
Europe as a global actor: focusing research and innovation cooperation with third countries, new
geopolitical order in the Mediterranean, EU eastern partnership and other third countries.
New forms of innovation in the public sector, open government, business model innovation, social
innovation community, ICT for learning and inclusion.

In short, this Societal Challenge of the Horizon 2020 programme aims at fostering a greater
understanding of Europe, by providing solutions and support inclusive, innovative and reflective
European societies with an innovative public sector in a context of unprecedented transformations
and growing global interdependencies.
Read more in the FAQs [2].
Work Programme [3]
Links:
Socio-economic Sciences and Humanities [4]
ICT-enabled public sector innovation [5]
Digital cultural Heritage [6]
External advice and societal engagement: towards the 2016 and 2017 work programme of "Inclusive,
Innovative and Reflective Societies" [7]
Resilient Europe: Recommendations to the European Commission developed by the Advisory Group
on Societal Challenge 6 [8]
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