
the past, which materials were 

used and how the environment 

has influenced the way they 

were built. Another aspect 

would be the social as well as 

ecological issues of housing 

and in how far they are still rel-

evant today.  

 The presentation of  model 

houses, made by the students, 

and the additional  background 

information will make teachers 

and students not only get ac-

quainted with their own cultural 

heritage but also with the cul-

tural heritage of the other Euro-

pean partners. Because of the 

countries‟ geographic diversity, 

a wide variety of traditional 

housing types were embraced.   

 Although it varies according 

to climatic differences, housing con-

stitutes one of the most universal 

forms of material culture, being 

found in all except nomadic socie-

ties. From a sociological point of 

view, housing has a major part to 

play in ensuring continuity of com-

munity life.  

Housing is part of an individual's or 

a nation's standard of living and 

hence is properly related to the gen-

eral wealth or poverty of the individ-

ual or the nation. Housing repre-

sents the largest single lifetime in-

vestment to most individuals. How-

ever, others will see the importance 

of housing as a shelter and to ful-

fil their fundamental needs only. 

There is also a close interrelation-

ship between housing and family 

organization. In all cultures and at 

all times the type of housing has 

corresponded in some way to the 

organization of the family and has 

in turn sustained and reinforced 

existing forms of family organiza-

tion. 

Houses tell us something of the 

people who built them and of the 

times in which they lived.  

In many ways, the current energy 

crisis is forcing us to reexamine 

our past.  

Concerning to our project, we 

would like to make students get 

aware of how houses were built in 

 HOUSING  

IN THE PAST 

 

April, 2015 No. 1 Housing in the past 

Brickstones made in Europe — The 

way housing influences our lives in a 

common Europe 

Inside this issue: 

Housing in rural areas  

Black Forest farmhouse  

2 

Farmhouse Gstöttenbauer 4 

Traditional  Architecture  in Greek 

Islands 

6 

Country house, Badia Polesine 8 

Country house, Independența 10 

A typical rural house in the 

agricultural district of La Armuña/ 

Province of Salamanca 

12 

Houses from Sweden 14 

‘This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication 
reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any 

use which may be made of the information contained there in." 



People and animals live under the same 

roof. The roof is a hipped roof supported by  

big wooden beams.  

It is either a thatched roof as shown in this 

picture.  The house is built at a slope.  

A footbridge is leading  to the room under 

the roof so that hay can be transported there easily. The big roof protects against the 

sun in summer and allows sun coming in winter. It also protects against the snow.   
The whole house is made from wood as most farmers own part of 

the surrounding forest. You need 400 trees to build a house. 

Wood is also important for heating and cooking.   

In the winter time all farmers would make things  out of wood and 

sell them in the market towns. They would produce brooms, brush-

es, rakes , shingles etc. The most famous product that the farmers 

made out of wood is the cuckoo clock.It  was was sold by people 

carrying them on their backs who would walk from town to 

town.   
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The Black Forest  

”Wood is the most 

important material 

and it is also 

sustainable!” 

Stefan Strumbel „Rock your 

Heimat“  

There would be a fire in the kitchen all the time so that cooking and heating the rooms 

would be possible.  

The smoke would leave the house through a smoke outlet/chimney. Here ham would be 

smoked and preserved for the winter. 

Housing in rural areas  

Black Forest farmhouse  

 

Cross-section of Black Forest 

Farmhouse  

 

Living room Bedroom with cradle 

Kitchen with chimney/outlet 



 

Town House Rasttat in 1904 

The house is situated in Rastatt ,a town of about 40000 inhabitants in the 

south of Baden-Württemberg/Germany. Rastatt lies in the Rhine valley which 

has a milder climate than the neighbouring Black Forest. Rastatt in the past 

300 years. 

it was built in the baroque style with a big castle in the fashion of Versailles. 

Until 1890 Rastatt was surrounded by a fortress.  

It was built as a protection against the French who live just on the other side at 

the Rhine.  

The city of Rastatt was inside the fortress and so no new buildings could be 

built outside. When the fortress was not needed any more as the Alsace be-

came German it was pulled down. Now modern town planning could start and 

new houses were built outside the  walls of the former fortress.  

The owner was a farmer and he was the owner of a brickwork which made him 

wealthy . He used his own bricks when building his house. 

 The descendants of the family still live in this house which has been renovated 

since, but still looks very much like the original house.  

August Schmitt lived here with his three sons and his three daughters Maria, Lina, Anna . 

When the house was built it had a big garden with fruit trees and vegetables for the family. There was only one pub oppo-

site the house and a lot of space around the house. Today is surrounded by buildings. The house had 2 flats each with a 

kitchen , a toilet (the soakaway was outside), and 3 rooms which would be used as living-

room and bedroom. Higher ceilings than a farmhouse. Taller windows in the flats of first 

and second floor to let in the light. Representative decoration in the main flats. Smaller 

rooms in the attic with dormer windows. The basement was very often built with sand 

stones of the region – not in this house. As the owner produced his own bricks he used 

them for the basement and the walls. The walls consisted of 2 layers of bricks with 

stones to fill the space in between. The basement was of stamped clay, there was no 

heating and the air was humid and cool-an ideal place to store vegetables, fruit and wine 

etc. Built of wood and tiles with no insulation.     It was used as store room. The floors and 

ceilings were also a wooden construction with straw to fill in the space. This was an insu-

lation against cold but didn„t help against the sounds of the people living  above and 

below. 
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This house  was built in 1904 by Au-

gust Schmitt. 

Rastatt in the past 300 years 

it was built in the baroque style with a big castle in 

the fashion of Versailles . 

Maria, Lina, Anna . They are sitting 

in the garden in front of the house.  

What is different from the farm house  

 Higher ceilings than a farmhouse  

 Taller windows in the flats of first and 

second floor to let in the light  

 Representative decoration in the main 

flats  

 Smaller rooms in the attic with dormer 

windows 



Climate: 

Our winters are 

cold and we have 

s n o w  f r o m 

December to 

M a r c h .  T h e 

summers are 

q u i t e  w a r m , 

about 28°C. 

 

 AUSTRIA  Neue Mittelschule Pregarten  

Farmhouse Gstöttenbauer 
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Location: 
Wartberg, Steinpichl 13 

Wartberg is located in Upper Austria, 20 km 

north of Linz. 

The sea-level is about 477 metres. 

Wartberg has 4125 inhabitants. 

”The house is made 

of granite stones and 

clay” 

The Gstöttenbauers have been living 

there since 1750. It is a 3-generation-

house. 

In the past they worked hard on the 

fields. They had cattle, pigs, sheep, 

chicken and dogs. 

Winters were very cold. 

The house is made of granite stones 

and clay. 

 

The big granite stones in the walls weren‟t painted with chalk, because it was rare. This way to build farmhouses is very 

typical for our region.  

In every room there was a stove heated with wood. The stable for the cattle and for the horses was and is still in the 

southern part of the house. You can see the importance of the animals for the owners, they got the best and warmest 

After the Second World War, Austria was occupied by Russian, American, 

French and British Armies. In our region the Russians took over the house for 

their major base and people had to suffer from repression. For example 

Russian commanders forced the family to set free the animals so that they 

could put their horses in the stable.  

Nowadays the family sets a high 

value on protecting the 

environment. For example: 

Natural insulation, solar plants, 

photovoltaics, composting and 

heating with wood chips.  



Location: 

 
Pregarten, Marktplatz 27 

Pregarten is located in Upper Austria, 20 km north of 

Linz. 

 

Now it has got about 5.144 inhabitants.  

 

Raiffeisenbank Pregarten 
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The fundament of the 

house was built in 

1100, you can read it 

on that stone  

”In former days it 

was called “Das 

Rittmannsberger 

Bräuhaus” ” 

In former days it was called “Das Rittmannsberger Bräuhaus” (a house where you got the right to brew beer). The 

right to brew beer was a right connected to the building. 

Later it was a pub.  And the 1st floor was rented by the city of Pregarten. The wedding hall for example was in this 

building. The 2nd floor is still rented by a dentist. 

The house is located at the city square in 

Pregarten (Upper Austria). 

The families who had lived there, changed 

very often.  
The owners of the house always had a good 

life, because of the pub and the beer 

brewery.  

The house was heated with wood and coal 

ovens. In every room there was an oven. 
The light came in through big windows. When 

it got dark people lit candles and oil lamps.  

In former days there was a building next to 

the Raiffeisenbank. It was a parish house, 

which belonged to the church. The church 

was at the main square of Pregarten, but in 

1900 a new church and a new parish house 

were built and so the old parish house was 

torn down. 



 GREECE                     30 Geniko Lykeio Larissas 

Traditional  Architecture  in Greek Islands 
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 ITALY  I.I.S Primo Levi, Badia Polesine    

Country house  
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This type of house is usually located 

in the countryside, isolated from the 

town. It was built in 1870.In 1900 

Wartberg had 1700 inhabitants. 

Inside you can find these main rooms: a kitchen, a 

dining room, a living room, two or three bedrooms 

and one or two bathrooms. The ceiling might be 

covered with wooden beams placed crosswise 

along the entire wall. Next to the property, there is 

a stable, commonly called barn. The tools are 

placed here and are used in the fields. It is 5/6 

meters height. It can be open or closed; 

sometimes there is the presence of an attic room 

to store the hay and you can also find a small barn 

where there are farmyard animals commonly 

found in our area; they are hosted and used to 

work in the fields. There is a garden called “corte” 

located behind the house. 

 

The windows are 

arranged symmetri-

cally to the central 

door of the build-

Tipical food 

 

It is usually a two-storey, rectangular 

building. Next to the property, there is a 

stable, commonly called barn.  It is 5/6 

meters high. There is a garden called 

“corte” located behind the house. 

STREET VITTORIO VENETO  

BADIA POLESINE (RO), ITALY  



The building dates back to 

the early nineteenth century. 

It is located in Badia 

Polesine.The ground floor of 

the building is used for 

commercial activities and 

the upper floors are for 

residential use. 

CITY HOUSE  
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The floors are 

separated by an outside string course on which lays 

the lower part of the openings which consists in a 

parapet colonnade. The windows on the main floor 

have framing stone culminating in a tympanum; 

those on the upper floors have a simpler decoration. 

The roof has a very articulated 

structure and has a covering layer 

of clay roof tiles  

DESCRIPTION: 

ground floor porch; 

first floor or main floor; 

mezzanine; 

attic. 

BUILDING LOCATED AT N°142 

STREET SAN GIOVANNI 



Climate: 

The cli-

mate is entirely temperate continental, 

summers are hot and dry and winters are 

cold, with frequent phenomena of blizzard. 

As a result of climatic influences of Eastern 

Europe, aridity, average annual rainfall 

have low values between 400 and 450 

mm / year. 

     The Siret, Prut and Danube meadows 

make a specific local climate, wetter and 

cooler in summer and cold and less humid 

 

 ROMANIA  Secondary School no.1 Independența  

Rural house 

Page 10 

Brickstones made in Europe — The way housing influences our lives in a common Europe 

The Relief, plains mostly, 

makes a beautiful scen-

ery of smoothed over 

heights that measures up 

to 310 m in the North and 

up to 5-10 m in the 

South.The sea-level is 

about 477 metres. 

 
Independența lies on the 

bank of the Siret river at a 

distance of 25 km from 

the city of Galati.  

It is a  new town, built after the War  of Independence - 

1877- 1879, Romanians have gained independence after 

the war with the Turks. (That  is the reason of Its  name).  

 

This house was built in 1900. 

The first owner was  a pharmacy 

assistant clerk. He had seven 

children. 

He owned also 18 hectares of 

agricultural land.  

The house was built from clay and wooden twigs, the roof was in 4 wa-

ters, covered with metal sheets, 4 rooms, 1 hall (entree), a kitchen and annex 

estates: a corn barn, cattle stable, grain 

storage and a hen house.  Each room 

was 2,50m high, with 1 or 2 windows 

80 cm wide and 1m high.The toilet was 

outside the house.  For heating and 

cooking they used fire wood stoves. 

The walls were raised on 

poles stuck in the ground 

which  were united by hori-

zontal slats which made 

the upper part looked like 

a "fork" in which  the ceil-

ing joists were fixed. The 

walls were placed in a skel-

eton, from the bottom up, 

and covered in wattle  with 

clay mixed with straw or 

chaff. The walls are then 

tiled with a thick layer of 

clay (earth) with sand. Over 

seams, the walls are white-

washed. 

The roof of four waters around the 

area were less high than in the 

mountains, because the rains are 

rare. The most usual material for 

cover the roof is thatched mainly 

due to the proximity of the Siret 

valley, which  is a very good heat 

insulation material. Metal sheets 

came early but only in wealthier 

villages of  peasants.  Although in 

terms of thermal coating it is most 

effective,  because of the ad-

vantage that it can withstand a 

longer period of time, the metal 

sheets gradually replaced the 

thatch. 

The decoration is made of 

wood sawed - the fretsaw  is 

also colored and placed under 

eaves, on top of the house, 

hasty elements. These orna-

ments come in different 

shapes: geometrical, floral or 

zoomorphic. 



This house was built in 

1909. 

The first owner of the 

house was farmer. He 

owned  20 ha of agricul-

tural land from a loca-

tion situated at a dis-

tance of 20 km from the 

city of Galati. He was 

growing cereals wich he 

sold, but also using 

them for raising ani-

mals. 

Urban House 

Page 

No. 1 Housing in the past 

The house was built in 

1909,you can read it 

on that ornament  

”The house was built 

using bricks” ” 

He had 8 children. The descendants of the family still live in this 

house which has been renovated since, but still looks very much 

like the original house.  

The house was built using bricks, the roof of three waters was 

covered with metal sheets. It had 4 rooms, 2 halls (entree), a 

kitchen and annex houses: a barn for corn, cattle stable, a chick-

en house. The toilet was outside the house. 

Each room was about 3 m high, 1-2 windows 80 cm wide and  

1m high. 

For heating and cooking they used fire-wood stoves. 

As far as cities are concerned they  are relatively new  to   the Romanian settlements. Romanian civilization 

is one of the rural kind. Today, about 50% of the population lives in villages. Romanian cities began to ap-

pear as early  as XIVth  century, resembling rather the fairs, not to mention the  urbanism in the Western 

sense. 

As you can see,  town houses  were  custom-

ary to  adorn  its  walls  with decorations in 

relief or in plaster ever since  the beginning of 

the XXth century . Thus   a rich decoration in 

relief plaster and plaster moldings flourishes, 

along with the facades decorated with capitals 

of columns having worked in forms that recall 

the classical orders. They are also  used  for 

exterior colorful paintings that complement 

the  lack of carved adornment  in mountain 

areas. 



 SPAIN                IESO QUERCUS Terradillos            

A typical rural house in the agricultural district of La 
Armuña/ Province of Salamanca 
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The district of „La Armuña‟ is located  in 

the north of Salamanca, in the border 

with the provinces of zamora  and 

valladolid.  its name comes from the 

arabic language and means „orchard‟. it is 

supposed that the arabs, who ruled  this 

part of spain during more than 200 years, 

gave this name to the district because  it 

is very good for agriculture. People work in 

agriculture and the most famous produce 

are lentils  and chickpeas.  

 
The typical weather in La Armuña is cold 

winters and hot summers. There is little 

vegetation in the district because the land 

is dedicated to agriculture: cereals and 

vegetables. 

This is the 

popular 

costume in 

„La Armuña‟ 

district 

The houses in the area are 

made of  stone or brick and 

normally they have two floors. 

in the low floor was the 

kitchen and the living room, 

and the bedrooms were in the 

upper floor. this house is 125 

hundred years old.  

In the back there was a wide 

door to allow the carts and 

animals to come inside the 

stables. 

These are some of the tools and machinery  used to work in the field: 



Location: 

El Encinar is a 

neighbourhood lo-

cated in the munici-

pality of Terradillos. 

Terradillos‟ name 

appears for the first 

time in a document 

of 1224. But El En-

cinar was built in 

1980. It was neces-

sary to clear a part 

of the forest to build 

the houses. 

El Encinar 
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” E L  E N C I N A R 

means „oak forest‟ 

in English.” 

The climate is Mediterranean with 

continental influence. 

EL ENCINAR means „oak 

forest‟ in English. 

Our neighbourhood is 

surrounded by a beauti-

ful forest of Holm Oaks. 

El Encinar is divided in two areas: official buildings and private houses. 

This is the tipical house of El Encinar. It is made of red 

bricks and has four floors. 

The average size of a flat in El Encinar 

is 80 m2 and has 3 bedrooms, a 

bathroom, a kitchen and a living room. 

flats also have a balcony and a garage. 

The house represented  by the model 

was built in 1980. 



 

 SWEDEN                            Skiftingehus, Eskilstuna  

Short History of housing in Eskilstuna 
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Back in 12th century the monks of the order of St. John came to 

Eskilstuna. In that time all buildings were made of wood.  The people 

lived near the river because you got fresh water and fish from it and 

it was the fastest and safest way of transportation. 

 

In the beginning of the t13th century many of the churches in the 

countryside were being built out of stone.  

The problem was that they were very expensive to construct and one 

needed specialists that knew what they were doing.  

That's why specialists was brought from overseas. The monks of The 

Order of St. John were skilled in the art of construction, and they 

may have helped to build the Fors church.  

 

The monks of The Order of St. John built the Ruddam in the 15th 

century. 

They increased the amount of forges and mills, which also resulted in 

the increasing amount of homes for the workers. 

 Already during the 14th century Eskilstuna started to get a new kind 

of inhabitants, farmers "became" burgesses with more craft oriented 

chores. 

In the 18th century a new city plan was formed for Eskilstuna.  

The plan was formed like a grid, where each quarter formed squares 

connected to each other. 

Along this plan the city continued to develop.  

In the 20th century Eskilstuna doubled its size. A lot of the old 

buildings were demolished but, like many other cities, 

Eskilstuna has a district called the old town. The houses in 

the old town is largely unchanged since the end of the 19th 

century.  

The old factory buildings have changed into arenas for sports 

and culture, offices and apartments. There are still many 

industries in Eskilstuna; Volvo Construction Equipment, Gense 

and ASSA to name a few. 



Houses from Sweden 
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The houses we have chosen are built of wood. Wooden 

houses are very common in Sweden because we have 

a lot of wood. The most common colour of the houses 

is red. The fireplace was very important since our 

country is very cold during the winter. We have built 

two different houses; one very small soldier cottage 

and one bigger forge with combined living area.  

The small house is a soldier cottage which 

was inhabited by a soldier and his family 

while they were waiting for the man to go 

out to war. The soldier cottage can also be 

called a “jack croft”.  

In the soldier cottage there was a vestibule, 

a room with a fireplace and an oven, as well 

as a chamber. The vestibule was also used 

as a bedroom.  

The soldier cottage was normally 4x8m but 

it became bigger during the 1880's. Over 

the door there was a painting with the 

soldier`s number, company and regiment 

number. When the man went out to war, the 

wife was left with all the responsibility for 

the kids, the cottage and the small farm. 

But very often the soldier died in action and 

the family had to move when the new 

soldier family came. 

To become a soldier you needed to be at 

least 20 years old and you needed to be 

healthy and strong. It was important to have 

a specific name within the company that 

could consist of up to 150 soldiers. Most 

often you were named by something 

relevant to the war, like “Helmet” (Hjälm), 

“Grenade” (Granat) or “Powder” (Krut).  

The bigger house is from a special area in Eskilstuna 

called the Rademacher Smithies. The picture shows 

one smithy out of 20 that was built in the middle of the 

17 th century. It was built out of wood. That was the 

cheapest material since there was plenty of wood in 

the neighborhood. The smithies in Eskilstuna made 

things like; scissors, needles, hinges and different 

tools. Today the smithy is a museum so you can see 

how people used to live. There are still today, after 

nearly 350 years, different craftsmen working here. 

Reinhold Rademacher who ran ironwork 

manufacturing in Livonia was tempted to come to 

Sweden by the 

king in order 

to develop 

S w e d i s h 

forging skills.   

The royal 

architect Jean 

de la Vallée 

designed a 

plan for the 

site including 

120 smithies 

built in stone. In fact 20 

wooden smithies were built 

in connection to living and storage areas. De la Vallée 

was a Dutchman who came to Sweden during the 17 

th century to start a business where they were able to 

create blacksmith goods. He settled in the town of 

Eskilstuna. Blacksmiths and soldiers from Germany 

came to work there and the city soon became bigger.  

The roofs of the smithies were low in order for the heat 

to stay as long as possible. The windows were small 

and the doors were small too in order to keep the heat 

inside. The blacksmith slept near the chimney so he 

would not freeze to death because it was so cold. The 

beds could be pulled out to become longer and wider 

during night time, and when he woke up, he put the 

bed back to normal, because the house was so small. 

During winter time you could also use bed heaters so 

you could get the bed warm before you went to sleep. 

 

a smithy in Eskilstuna  

a soldier´s cottage  



Brickstones made in Europe– The way housing influences our lives in a common Europe 

The aim of our project is to show how the environment and social 
aspects have influenced the way houses have been built in different 
European Countries. 

In the first part of the project 2 typical houses of the past ( a rural 
house and a town house) will be analyzed and models will be built 
for our moving exhibition. 

The second part deals with everyday housing with special reference 
to energy saving aspects. Extern experts will be involved and 
excursions to building sites will be included. There will be an 
energy week at each school. 

In the last part we will develop together our EUROPIA – a place 

where all our European partners would feel at home and all their 

demands will be met. There will be an architectural competition 

among the partners. 

Our Project 
We’re on the web! 

http://brickstones.jimdo.com/ 

Germany August-Renner Realschule   Rastatt  

Austria Neue Mittelschule Pregarten   

Greece 

 
30 Geniko Lykeio Larissas  

Italy I.I.S Primo Levi, Badia Polesine     

Romania Secondary School no.1, Independența, Galați  

Spain IESO QUERCUS Terradillos             

Sweden Skiftingehus, Eskilstuna   


