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"Every child saved with my help is the justification of my 
existence on this Earth, and not a title to glory." 



● Irena Sendler was a polish nurse and social worker who 
served in the Polish underground during World War II, 
as a head of section of Zegota (it was Polish council to 
aid Jews, an underground organization of Polish 
resistance in German-occupied Poland active from 
1942 to 1945) 



● She was born on 15th February 
1910 and died 12th May 2008 

● Assisted by other Żegota 
members, she smuggled 2500 
Jewish children out of 
the  ghetto and gave them 
false identity documents, 
saving them from Holocaust 

● In August 1943 Irena was 
nominated by the 
underground Polish Council to 
Aid Jews called , to head its 
Jewish children's section 



● As an employee of the Social Welfare Department, she 
had a special permit to enter the Warsaw Ghetto to 
check for signs of typhus – something the Nazis feared 
would spread beyond the Ghetto 

● During these visits, she wore a  as a sign of solidarity 
with the Jewish people and so as not to call attention 
to herself 

● She and her co-workers organized the smuggling of 
Jewish children out of the Ghetto 

● Children were placed with Polish families, although 
helping Jews in German-occupied Poland meant all 
household members risked death if they were found to 
be hiding Jews, a punishment was more severe than in 
other occupied European countries 



● Mrs. Sendler’s group of about 30 volunteers managed 
to save hundreds of infants, young children and 
teenagers 

● Żegota promised to children that, when the war is over, 
they would be returned to Jewish relatives 

● In 1943 Sendler was arrested by the  and severely 
tortured: the Gestapo beat her brutally, fracturing her 
feet and legs in the process; despite this, Irena refused 
to betray any of the children they rescued 

● She was sentenced to death 



● The Żegota saved her by bribing German guards on the 
way to her execution 

● By the end of the war, she lived in hiding, but 
continued her work for the Jewish children 

● After the war, she tried to locate any parents that may 
have survived it, and reunited the family 

● However, almost all had been killed at 
the  extermination camp or gone missing 

● In 1965 she became one of Righteous among the 
nations, that same year the  allowed her to travel 
abroad, to receive the award in Israel 



● In 2003, Pope John Paul II. sent 
Sendler a personal letter 
praising her wartime efforts 

● On 10th  October 2003 she 
received the , Poland's highest 
civilian decoration 

● On 14th March 2007, Sendler 
was honored by the . On 11 
April 2007, she received the 
Polish Senate 

● On 11 April 2007 she received 
the Order of the Smile (the 
oldest recipient of the award) 



● In 2007 the Polish 
government presented her 
as a candidate for the Nobel 
Peace Prize 

● In May 2009, Irena 
posthumously got 
the  Humanitarian Award 

● Irena Sendler was considered 
one of the last living heroes 
of her generation, and 
demonstrated a strength, 
conviction and extraordinary 
values against an evil of an 
extraordinary nature 
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