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About Mercator
• The Interegg IIIB MEDOCC 

programme was an EU-funded 
initiative aimed at stimulating trans-

national cooperation between 

countries in the Mediterranean area. 

• One of the approved projects, entitled 
Route des Marchands, Villes des 

Marchés en Méditerranée, acronym 

MERCATOR, was headed by 
Heritage Malta, the National Agency 

for Museums and Conservation 

practice 
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Partners on Mercator
• Diputacion de Alicante – MARQ in Spain
• The University of Mertola in Portugal 
• Istituto di Storia della Cultura Materiale (ISCUM) on behalf of the Regione

Liguria in Italy 
• Municipio de Mertola
• Universidade de Evora
• Regione Lazio
• Consorzio Pisa Ricerche
• Euroregion Belasica-Belles – ONG Poseidon Greece
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Aim of project
This project was aimed at the 
study, understanding and 
valorization of various facets 
of Mediterranean maritime 
history with special emphasis 
on merchant cities of the 
Mediterranean. Other 
partners who are 
participating in this project 
hail from Morocco and 
Lebanon. 
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Museums Network
This project tried to reach out to everyone interested in maritime mercantile culture. Some of 
the best places to spread this type of information are the maritime museums around the 
Mediterranean. The partners participating in this project decided to dig around, ask and inform 
themselves about new approaches that maritime museums around the Mediterranean basin are 
using to reach out for new audiences. Some use interactive media while other directors and 
curators of museums feel that there is still the need to give primary importance to the artifacts 
whereas at the same time keeping new technological devices in the background to enhance the 
artifact. 
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On-line Atlas
Whilst respecting 
scientifically correct 
interpretations, this project 
intended to make the 
subject available to all via 
modern means of 
information technology and 
modern 
communications. One such 
initiative was the 
development of a database 
with pictures which can be 
accessed online 
http://www.mercatorproject.
eu/on-line-
atlas/malta/atlas_view
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Heritage Trail panels
In Malta, funds from the 
MERCATOR project 
financed, amongst other 
things, the setting up of a 
heritage trail in the harbour
area. This heritage trail 
starts from Barriera Wharf, 
along Valletta waterfront 
and goes up to Marsa
waterfront at the Menqa. It 
consists of 9 different 
panels. 
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Educational material
This project was also aimed at 
the younger generation. To 
propagate historical maritime 
information amongst children, 
an interactive trivial pursuit 
game was thought out and 
built by the Greek Partner 
from Thessaloniki. In Malta a 
small workbook was compiled 
aimed at helping children to 
identify and better understand 
various maritime artifacts 
preserved at the Malta 
Maritime Museum.
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Conferences & Workshops

The historical and technological 
information was also discussed at a 
number of conferences and workshops 
which were organized over the last two 
years. These events brought about 
the exchange of ideas and 
technologies involved in the 
presentation of the maritime past of the 
Mediterranean. In all, five conferences 
were organized in Alicante, Mertola, 
Genova, Rome and Malta. 
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Publicity
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Closure of Mercator

The project’s activities were concluded
by end of September 2008.  Heritage 
Malta, as project leader, continued its 
financial and administrative work until 

15th May 2009.   


