
EUROPEAN COMMISSION
Directorate-General for Education and Culture

Youth and Sport
Commission Central Library 

TITLE: Public open tender No EAC/05/2011

 Framework supply contract for subscriptions to the general 
and international press (dailies, weeklies and monthlies), to 

be delivered in two formats (hard copy and/or online 
electronic access) to European Commission departments in 

Brussels and in Luxembourg and the Executive Agencies for 
Education, Audiovisual and Culture (EACEA) and 

Research (REA)

                                     Contracting authority: 
                                    European Commission

                                   Directorate-General for Education and Culture;
                                Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency 

(EACEA);
                                   Research Executive Agency (REA)

                                SPECIFICATIONS

1. IDENTITY OF THE TENDERER

Participation in tendering procedures is open on equal terms to all natural and legal 
persons coming within the scope of the Treaties and to all natural and legal persons 
in a third country which has a special agreement with the European Union in the 
field of public procurement on the conditions laid down in that agreement.

Where  the  Multilateral  Agreement  on  Public  Contracts  concluded  within  the 
framework of the WTO applies, contracts are also open to nationals of States which 
have ratified that Agreement, under the conditions provided for therein. 

All  tenders  must  be  submitted  by a  clearly identified  tenderer. Tenderers  must 
indicate in which State they have their registered office or residence, providing the 
necessary supporting documents in accordance with their national law.

Tenderers must therefore complete Annex 3, Information concerning the tenderer, 
and the forms contained therein. These forms must be signed by the tenderer or by a 
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duly authorised person and accompanied by all the supporting documents required 
by the relevant forms.

1.1. Subcontracting

Subcontracting  is  permitted and must  be  approved by the  contracting  authority 
(through acceptance of the tenderer’s offer).

Tenderers  must  indicate  clearly  in  their  bid  which  parts  of  the  work  will  be 
subcontracted,  and the identity of all  subcontractors.  The following documents 
must be provided:

• a document, signed by the tenderer:

- indicating clearly the identity, role, activities and responsibilities of the 
subcontractor(s)
and
- specifying the volume/percentage of the tasks for each  

subcontractor.

• Point 6 of Annex 3 must be completed for each subcontractor responsible for 
executing more than 10% of the work by value.

• A letter of intent from each subcontractor charged with executing more than 
10% of the work by value, undertaking to work with the tenderer if the latter 
is  awarded  the  contract  and  mentioning  the  means  he/she  will  put  at  the 
tenderer’s disposal to perform the contract.

Where  requested  by  the  contracting  authority,  the  tenderer  shall  submit  a 
declaration of honour relating to the Exclusion Criteria and the absence of conflict 
of interest from the intended subcontractor in accordance with Articles 93 and 94 
of the Financial Regulation (Council Regulation 1605/2002 of 25 June 2002, as 
amended). In  case  of  doubt  about  this  declaration  of  honour,  the  contracting 
authority shall request the evidence (see point 4, Exclusion Criteria).

If a proportion of the tasks  in  the tender are  subcontracted,  it  is  advisable  to 
include  mediation  in  contractual  provisions  applicable  to  subcontractors  as  a 
method for resolving conflicts.

1.2. Consortia/Joint bids

Groups  of  economic  operators,  whether  or  not  they have  a  legal  existence,  are 
allowed to submit a tender.  If a group of economic operators does not have a legal 
existence, a leader of the consortium must be clearly identified and appointed by all 
the other members of the group, in order to exercise full authority over the group 
and each of its members.  The composition and constitution of the group and the 
distribution  of  tasks  among  the  members  shall  not  be  changed  without  the 
Commission's  prior  written  consent  and  may  be  refused  at  the  Commission's 
discretion.

Should  a  group be  awarded the  contract,  in  order  to  protect  the  Commission’s 
contractual interests, the contracting authority shall  sign the contract exclusively 
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with the leader duly appointed by the other members  of the group (a power of 
attorney should be annexed to the bid).  All the members of the group shall  be 
jointly and severally liable to the Commission for complying with the terms and 
conditions of the contract.

Each member of the group or a person duly authorised by them must complete and 
sign  the  Legal  Entity  form  required  in  Annex  3,  Information  concerning  the 
tenderer. It must be accompanied by all the necessary supporting documents, as set 
out in the form.

A  declaration  of  honour  relating  to  the  Exclusion  Criteria  and  the  absence  of 
conflict of interest and information on the Selection Criteria for each member of the 
group must be included in the bid (see points 4 and 5).

2. VARIANTS

Not applicable.

3. LOTS

The  invitation  to  tender  is  divided  into  six  lots  as  specified  in  the  Terms  of 
Reference (Annex 1 to these Specifications).  Tenderers may submit tenders for one 
or more lots.  Tenderers will submit a separate tender for each lot for which they 
bid, and will include all the information specified in point 5 of the Invitation to 
Tender.  They must indicate any price reduction they would be prepared to give in 
the event that they are awarded all the lots.  Any tender submitted for a lot must 
cover all the work required for that lot. No tenders for only part of a lot will be 
accepted.

4. EXCLUSION CRITERIA

The purpose of these criteria is to determine whether a tenderer is authorised to 
participate in a procurement procedure in accordance with Articles 93 and 94 of the 
Financial  Regulation  (Council  Regulation  1605/2002  of  25  June  2002,  as 
amended).  Tenderers  shall  be  excluded  from participation  in  this  procurement 
procedure if they:

a) are bankrupt or being wound up, are having their affairs administered by the 
courts,  have  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  creditors,  have  suspended 
business  activities,  or are in  any analogous situation  arising from a similar 
procedure provided for in national legislation or regulations;

b) have been convicted of an offence concerning their professional conduct by 
means of a judgment which has the force of res judicata;
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c) have been guilty of grave professional misconduct proven by any means which 
the contracting authority can justify;

d) have  not  fulfilled  obligations  relating  to  the  payment  of  social  security 
contributions or the payment of taxes in accordance with the legal provisions 
of the country in which they are established or with those of the country of the 
contracting  authority  or  those  of  the  country  where  the  contract  is  to  be 
performed;

e) have been the subject of a judgment which has the force of  res judicata for 
fraud, corruption, involvement in a criminal organisation or any other illegal 
activity detrimental to the European Union's financial interests;

f)are not currently subject to any administrative penalty referred to in Article 96(1) 
of the Financial Regulation (Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 
of 25 June 2002, as amended).

Contracts  may  not  be  awarded  to  candidates  or  tenderers  who,  during  the 
procurement procedure:

• are subject to a conflict of interest;

• are  guilty  of  misrepresentation  in  supplying  the  information 
required by the contracting authority as a condition of participation 
in the contract procedure, or fail to supply this information.

Tenderers must certify that they are not in one of the situations listed above, by 
completing and signing the form in Annex 4, Declaration of honour with respect to 
the Exclusion Criteria and absence of conflict of interest.

1) The successful tenderer must also provide evidence that he/she is not in any of 
the situations described in points a), b), d) and e) above.  This evidence must 
be in one of the forms described in 2), 3) and 4) below and must be provided 
within  two  weeks  of  receipt  of  the  communication  of  the  result  of  the 
evaluation. If  the  requested  evidence  is  not  submitted  in  due  time,  the 
contracting authority may award the contract to the tenderer evaluated as the 
next best.

2) With regard to the situations described in a), b) or e) above, a recent extract  
from the judicial record or, failing that, a recent equivalent document issued by 
a judicial  or administrative authority in the country of origin or provenance 
must be produced as evidence that the tenderer is not in any of those situations. 
Where the tenderer is a legal person and the national legislation of the country 
in  which  the  tenderer  is  established  does  not  allow  the  provision  of  such 
documents  for  legal  persons,  the documents  should  be provided for  natural 
persons,  such  as  the  company  directors  or  any  person  with  powers  of 
representation, decision-making or control in relation to the tenderer.
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3) For the situation described in d) above, a recent certificate or letter issued by 
the competent  authority of the Member State  concerned is  required.  These 
documents  must  provide  evidence  of  the  payment  of  all  taxes  and  social 
security contributions for which the tenderer is liable, including, for example, 
VAT, income tax (natural persons only), company tax (legal persons only) and 
social security contributions.

4) For any of the situations described in a), b), d) or e), where any document 
described in 2) or 3) above is not issued in the country concerned, it may be 
replaced by a sworn statement or, failing that, a solemn statement made by the 
interested  party before  a  judicial  or  administrative  authority,  a  notary or  a 
qualified professional body in his/her country of origin or provenance.

5) The  contracting  authority  may  exempt  a  candidate  or  tenderer  from  the 
obligation to produce the documentary evidence referred to in paragraphs 1) to 
4) if such evidence has already been submitted to it in the context of another 
procurement procedure, and provided that the documents in question were not 
issued more than one year ago and are still valid.

In such a case, the candidate or tenderer must declare on his/her honour that the 
documentary evidence has already been provided in a previous procurement 
procedure and confirm that no changes to his/her situation have occurred.

Administrative  or  financial  penalties  may  be  imposed  by  the  contracting 
authority on tenderers who are in one of the cases of exclusion provided for 
above, in accordance with Articles 93, 94 and 96 of the Financial Regulation 
(Council Regulation (EC) No 1605/2002 of 25 June 2002) and Article 134b of 
the Implementing Regulation (Commission Regulation (EC) No 2342/2002 of 
23 December 2002, as amended).

5. SELECTION CRITERIA

The purpose of these criteria is to determine whether tenderers have the necessary 
economic,  financial,  technical  and  professional  capacity  to  carry out  the  tasks. 
Tenderers judged not to have the required capacity shall be excluded.

Tenderers  must  provide  evidence  of  their  economic,  financial,  technical  and 
professional capacity.  Tenderers who do not provide the required documentation or 
who are judged, on the basis of the documentation provided, not to have fulfilled 
the criteria specified below shall be excluded.

Where the tenderer wishes to subcontract tasks or otherwise rely on the capacities 
of other entities,  he/she must  in that case prove that he/she will  have at his/her 
disposal the resources necessary for performance of the contract, for example by 
producing a declaration in which those entities undertake to place those means at 
his/her disposal.
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If,  for  exceptional  reasons considered justified  by the  contracting authority,  the 
tenderer is unable to provide the references required by the contracting authority, 
he/she can prove his/her economic and financial capacity by any means that the 
contracting authority deems appropriate.

5.1. Economic and financial capacity

5.1.1. The tenderer must demonstrate sufficient economic and financial resources 
to be able to execute the tasks described in the contract within the time 
schedule specified in the Terms of Reference in Annex 1, and according to 
the payment schedule specified in the Draft Contract in Annex 2.  The 
minimum  annual  turnover  should  be  at  least  EUR 800 000  for  Lot  1, 
EUR 50 000 for Lot 2, EUR 60 000 for Lot 3, EUR 200 000 for Lot 4, 
EUR 60 000 for Lot 5 and EUR 100 000 for Lot 6.

5.1.2. The following documents must also be provided in evidence of the 
tenderer's economic and financial capacity:

5.1.2.1.  evidence of professional risk indemnity insurance;

5.1.2.2. balance sheets or balance sheet extracts, including profit and loss accounts, 
for the last two financial years for which accounts have been signed off, 
where publication of the balance sheet is required under the company law 
of the country in which the economic operator is established;

5.1.2.3.  a statement of the tenderer's overall turnover and turnover in respect of 
services to which the contract relates for the previous three financial years.

5.2. Technical and professional capacity

5.2.1. The tenderer must satisfy the following criteria:

5.2.1.1. have a good knowledge of the background to, and the subject matter of, 
the contract; 

5.2.1.2. demonstrate  that  they have carried out  relevant  activities  in  connection 
with the performance of similar services over at least the past three years. 

5.2.1.3. have the logistical,  technical and human resources means to execute the 
contract,  in  particular,  where  appropriate,  a  goods  handling  service,  a 
delivery service, IT facilities, etc.;

5.2.1.4 have a quality control system in place.

6



5.2.2. Tenderers must provide the following documents to prove that they satisfy 
the above criteria:

5.2.2.1. a list of the principal services performed and supplies delivered in the past 
three  years  in  the  relevant  sector,  indicating  the  precise  type  of  work 
carried out, the dates, the human and financial resources used, the value of 
the contract, and recipients (public or private);

5.2.2.2. a description of the technical equipment that will be used to execute the 
contract;

5.2.2.3. and the measures employed to guarantee the quality of the supplies and 
service;

5.2.2.4. a  statement  of  average  annual  staff  numbers  and  the  number  of 
management  staff  over  the  past  three  years; 

6. AWARD CRITERIA

The purpose of these criteria is to select the best offer from those submitted by 
tenderers which have not been excluded and which meet the selection criteria.

Important note:

Tenderers are invited to carefully study the Tender Specifications and its annexes, 
and to include all the information requested in their bid.  It should be noted that any 
total or partial omission of information or non-compliance with the requirements 
described in the Tender Specifications and its annexes may lead the Commission to 
exclude the offer from the award procedure.

The contract will be awarded on the basis of the following criteria to determine the 
most economically advantageous tender for each of the lots 1 to 6:

6.1.  LOT 1 – Supply of newspaper subscriptions in hard copy 

6.1.1 Qualitative criteria (70 points)

6.1.1.1. The quality of the bid (30 points)  will  be assessed on the basis  of the 
number  of  publications  for  which  subscriptions  are  offered  (with  a 
minimum of 70% of publications as indicated in point 3.2. of the Terms of 
Reference in Annex 1 to these Specifications).
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20 points will  be awarded to the bid with the greatest  number of publications 
offered in hard copy delivered by hand and 10 points to the bid with the 
greatest  number  of  publications  offered  in  hard  copy by both  types  of 
delivery (hand and postal  delivery).  The remaining bids will  receive a 
number  of  points  corresponding  to  the  ratio  between  the  number  of 
publications provided and the greatest number of publications.

Qualitative value = 

[(number  of  publications  included  in  the  bid  in  hard  copy  delivered  by 
hand/number  of  publications  included  in  the  acceptable  bid  with  the 
greatest number of publications in hard copy delivered by hand) x 20] 

+

[(number of publications included in the bid in hard copy delivered by hand and 
by post/number of publications  included in the acceptable bid with the 
greatest  number of publications in hard copy delivered by hand and by 
post) x 10] 

6.1.1.2. Delivery times and conditions (20 points).

As a large proportion of the publications in hard copy should be delivered 
by hand, the acceptable bid which can provide the most deliveries before 
08:00 will receive the maximum number of points.

[(number of publications included in the bid in hard copy delivered by 
hand before 08:00/number of publications included in the acceptable bid 
with the greatest number of publications in hard copy delivered by hand 
before 08:00) x 20]

6.1.1.3. Quality  and  flexibility  of  the  proposed  subscription  management  and 
delivery services (e.g. changes, cancellations or additions of publications, 
changes to the number of copies of publications, changes of address and 
labelling, financial management in the case of non-delivery) assessed on 
the  basis  of  the  services  described  in  point  3.2.5.  of  the  Terms  of 
Reference attached as Annex 1 to these Specifications (20 points).

Tenders  which  score  fewer  than  42  points  in  total  for  the  qualitative 
criteria will  be rejected.  Moreover, tenders scoring a total  of less than 
50% of the maximum points available for one of the qualitative criteria 
will be rejected.

Tenderers must provide in their bids:

• All  the  information  and  documents  required  by  the  authorising 
department for analysing tenders on the basis of the Award Criteria set out above;

• The  publications  covered,  of  those  listed  in  Annex  5  to  these 
Specifications;

The proposed delivery times as described in point 3.2.3. of the Terms of 
Reference. To this end, tenderers are asked to indicate by means of a 
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cross on the lists  of delivery times in the price schedule in Annex 5 
whether hand-delivered publications would be delivered by 08:00 or by 
16:00 (Annex 5 to these Specifications) and whether the possibility of 
electronic  access  is  included  in  the  subscription  to  hard  copy 
publications delivered by post;

• A precise and detailed description of the logistical resources which the 
tenderer proposes to employ in order to deliver the publications listed in Annex 5 to 
these Specifications, as described in point 3.2.2. of the Terms of Reference;

• A description  of the proposed subscription  management  and delivery 
services;

6.1.2. Price (30 points) – 20 points for hard copy delivered by hand and 10 
points for hard copy delivered by post

Tenderers must complete the two columns concerning price in the price 
schedule in Annex 5.

For  each  type  of  delivery,  the  lowest  acceptable  bid  will  receive  the 
maximum number  of  points. The remaining tenders  will  be awarded a 
points score corresponding to the ratio between their price and the lowest 
price  such  that,  the  more  expensive  a  tender,  the  fewer  points  it  will 
receive.

P = [lowest acceptable bid/bid to supply hard copy delivered by hand) x 
20] + [lowest acceptable bid/bid to supply hard copy delivered by post) x 
10].

The price will  be established by calculating an average per publication 
offered, i.e., by dividing the total price for each type of delivery by the 
number of publications offered per type of delivery. 

6.1.3. Award of contract

The contract will be awarded to the tenderer obtaining the highest number 
of points according to the following formula:

C = points awarded for qualitative criteria + points awarded for price
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6.2.  LOT 2 – Supply of individual newspaper subscriptions with online 
electronic access 

6.2.1. Qualitative criteria (50 points)

6.2.1.1. The quality of the bid (30 points)  will  be assessed on the basis  of the 
number  of  publications  for  which  subscriptions  are  offered  (with  a 
minimum of 40% of publications for this lot as indicated in point 3.3. of 
the Terms of Reference in Annex 1 to these Specifications).

Qualitative  value  =  [(number  of  publications  included  in  the  bid/number  of 
publications  included in the acceptable bid with the greatest  number of 
publications) x 30].

6.2.1.2. Quality and flexibility of the proposed subscription management services 
(e.g. the period for processing orders, user changes, management of access 
problems, etc.) assessed on the basis of the services described in point 3.3 
of the Terms of Reference attached as Annex 1 to these Specifications (20 
points).

Any tender which receives a score which is less than 50% of the available points 
for the qualitative criteria will be rejected.

Tenderers must provide in their bids:

• All  the  information  and  documents  required  by  the  authorising 
department for analysing tenders on the basis of the Award Criteria set 
out above;

• The  publications  covered,  of  those  listed  in  Annex  6  to  these 
Specifications;

• A description of the proposed subscription management and delivery 
services.

6.2.2. Price (50 points)

Tenderers must indicate the price in the price schedule in Annex 6.

The lowest bid meeting the qualitative criteria will receive the maximum 
number of points. The remaining tenders will be awarded a points score 
corresponding to the ratio between their price and the lowest price such 
that, the more expensive a tender, the fewer points it will receive.

P = (lowest acceptable bid/bid) x 50.

The price will  be established by calculating an average per publication 
offered,  i.e.,  by dividing  the  total  price  by the  number  of  publications 
offered. 
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6.2.3. Award of contract

The contract will  be awarded to the tenderer obtaining the highest  number of 
points according to the following formula:

C = points awarded for qualitative criteria + points awarded for price

6.3.  LOT 3 – Supply of subscriptions to an online electronic portal for access to 
newspapers

6.3.1. Qualitative criteria (50 points)

6.3.1.1. The quality of the bid (40 points)  will  be assessed on the basis  of the 
number of publications from the list in Annex 5 offered through the portal 
(with a minimum of 20% of publications as indicated in point 3.4. of the 
Terms of Reference in Annex 1 to these Specifications).

Qualitative  value  =  [(number  of  publications  included  in  the  bid/number  of 
publications  included in the acceptable bid with the greatest  number of 
publications) x 40].

6.3.1.2. The characteristics of the portal (e.g. ease of access, access to archives, 
presence  of  statistical  tools,  etc.)  and the  quality and flexibility of  the 
proposed subscription management services (e.g. the period for processing 
orders, user changes, dealing with access problems, etc.) assessed on the 
basis  of the services  described in  point  3.4 of the Terms of  Reference 
attached as Annex 1 to these Specifications (10 points).

Any tender which receives a score which is less than 50% of the available points 
for the qualitative criteria will be rejected.

Tenderers must provide in their bids:

• All  the  information  and  documents  required  by  the  authorising 
department for analysing tenders on the basis of the award criteria set 
out above;

• The publications included in the portal, of those listed in Annex 7 to 
these Specifications; 

• A description of the portal and its characteristics;

• A description of the proposed subscription management and delivery 
services;
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6.3.2. Price (50 points)

Tenderers must indicate the price for an individual subscription and the 
price for a library subscription on the basis of the five usage assumptions 
in the price schedule in Annex 7.

The lowest bid meeting the qualitative criteria will receive the maximum 
number of points. The remaining tenders will be awarded a points score 
corresponding to the ratio between their price and the lowest price such 
that, the more expensive a tender, the fewer points it will receive.

P  =  (lowest  acceptable  bid/bid)  x  50.

The price will be established by adding together the price of an individual 
subscription  and  the  average  price  for  the  five  library  subscription 
assumptions.

6.3.3. Award of contract

The contract will  be awarded to the tenderer obtaining the highest  number of 
points according to the following formula:

C = points  awarded for  qualitative  criteria  + points  awarded for  price.
 

6.4.  LOT 4 – Supply of an institutional subscription to the Financial Times with 
electronic access by IP address recognition

6.4.1. Qualitative criteria (50 points)

The quality of the bid will be assessed on the basis of the quality and flexibility of 
the  proposed  subscription  management  services  (e.g.  the  period  for 
processing  orders,  dealing  with  access  problems,  etc.)  assessed  on  the 
basis  of the services  described in  point  3.5 of the Terms of  Reference 
attached as Annex 1 to these Specifications.

Any tender which receives a score which is less than 50% of the available points 
for the qualitative criteria will be rejected.

Tenderers must provide in their bids:

• All  the  information  and  documents  required  by  the  authorising 
department for analysing tenders on the basis of the Award Criteria set 
out above;

• A description of the proposed subscription management services.

6.4.2. Price (50 points)

Tenderers must indicate the price in the price schedule in Annex 8. 
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The lowest bid meeting the qualitative criteria will receive the maximum 
number of points. The remaining tenders will be awarded a points score 
corresponding to the ratio between their price and the lowest price such 
that, the more expensive a tender, the fewer points it will receive.

P = (lowest acceptable bid/bid) x 50.

6.4.3. Award of contract

The contract will  be awarded to the tenderer obtaining the highest  number of 
points according to the following formula:

C  =  points  awarded  for  qualitative  criteria  +  points  awarded  for  price
 

6.5.  LOT 5 – Supply of an institutional subscription to Le Monde with electronic 
access by IP address recognition

6.5.1. Qualitative criteria (50 points)

The quality of the bid will be assessed on the basis of the quality and flexibility of 
the  proposed  subscription  management  services  (e.g. the  period  for 
processing  orders,  dealing  with  access  problems,  etc.)  assessed  on  the 
basis  of the services  described in  point  3.6 of the Terms of  Reference 
attached as Annex 1 to these Specifications.

Any tender which receives a score which is less than 50% of the available points 
for the qualitative criteria will be rejected.

Tenderers must provide in their bids:

• All  the  information  and  documents  required  by  the  authorising 
department for analysing tenders on the basis of the Award Criteria set 
out above;

• A description of the proposed subscription management services.

6.5.2. Price (50 points)

Tenderers must indicate the price in the price schedule in Annex 9.

The lowest bid meeting the qualitative criteria will receive the maximum 
number of points. The remaining tenders will be awarded a points score 
corresponding to the ratio between their price and the lowest price such 
that, the more expensive a tender, the fewer points it will receive.

P = (lowest acceptable bid/bid) x 50.
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6.5.3. Award of contract

The contract will  be awarded to the tenderer obtaining the highest  number of 
points according to the following formula:

C  =  points  awarded  for  qualitative  criteria  +  points  awarded  for  price
 

6.6.  LOT 6 – Supply of an institutional subscription to the Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung with electronic access by IP address recognition

6.6.1. Qualitative criteria (50 points)

The quality of the bid will be assessed on the basis of the quality and flexibility of 
the proposed subscription management services (e.g. the period for 
processing orders, dealing with access problems, etc.) assessed on the 
basis of the services described in point 3.7 of the Terms of Reference 
attached as Annex 1 to these Specifications.

Any tender which receives a score which is less than 50% of the available 
points for the qualitative criteria will be rejected.

Tenderers must provide in their bids:

• All  the  information  and  documents  required  by  the  authorising 
department for analysing tenders on the basis of the Award Criteria set 
out above;

• A description of the proposed subscription management services.

6.6.2. Price (50 points)

 Tenderers must indicate the price in the price schedule in Annex 10. 

The lowest bid meeting the qualitative criteria will receive the maximum 
number of points. The remaining tenders will be awarded a points score 
corresponding to the ratio between their price and the lowest price such 
that, the more expensive a tender, the fewer points it will receive.

P = (lowest acceptable bid/bid) x 50.

6.6.3. Award of contract

The contract will  be awarded to the tenderer obtaining the highest  number of 
points according to the following formula:

C  =  points  awarded  for  qualitative  criteria  +  points  awarded  for  price.
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7. NO OBLIGATION TO AWARD THE CONTRACT

Initiation  of  a  tendering  procedure  imposes  no  obligation  on  the  contracting 
authority to award the contract. The contracting authority reserves the right to award 
a contract for only one or some of the lots which are the subject of this tender.

This  Invitation  to  Tender  is  in  no  way  binding  on  the  Commission. The 
Commission's contractual obligations commence only upon signature of the contract 
with the successful tenderer.

Up  to  the  point  of  signature,  the  contracting  authority  may either  abandon  the 
procurement or cancel the award procedure, without the tenderers being entitled to 
claim  any  compensation. This  decision  must  be  substantiated  and  the  bidders 
notified.

8. CONTRACT

Tenders must be drawn up in accordance with the draft contract attached to these 
Specifications (Annex 2). 

The tenderer accepts the terms set out in the draft contract.

The contract may be renewed three times for an additional period of twelve (12) 
months each time, subject to satisfactory performance by the contractor.

Amendments may be made to the contract only where the amendment is judged by 
the contracting authority to be necessary for the completion of the tasks, and where 
the  reason  for  the  amendment  is  beyond  the  control  of  the  contractor.

9. PUBLICATION

Not applicable.

10. ANNEXES

The  following  are  appended  to  and  shall  form  an  integral  part  of  these 
Specifications:

Annex 1: Terms of Reference

Annex 2: Draft framework contracts (Lot 1, Lot 2, Lot 3, Lot 4, Lot 5, Lot 6)
(for information)

Annex 3: Information concerning the tenderer
 - to be completed and signed by the tenderer

Annex 4: Certification with respect to the Exclusion Criteria
 - to be completed and signed by the tenderer
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Annex 5: Price schedule with list of publications for Lot 1
 - to be completed and signed by the tenderer

Annex 6: Price schedule with list of publications for Lot 2
 - to be completed and signed by the tenderer

Annex 7: Price schedule for Lot 3
 - to be completed and signed by the tenderer

Annex 8: Price schedule for Lot 4
 - to be completed and signed by the tenderer

Annex 9: Price schedule for Lot 5
 - to be completed and signed by the tenderer

Annex 10: Price schedule for Lot 6
 - to be completed and signed by the tenderer

Annex 11: List of addresses and hours of business of the European 
Commission premises in Brussels

Annex 12: Estimate of quantities of each publication to be supplied - Lot 1
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