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I didn't expect to come to Latvia when in Italy I applied for an internship with the European Commission. But, well, Latvia does belong to the European Union! Yet, during my stay in Riga I haven't always had the impression that Latvians really see themselves as EU citizens. Even during coffee chats many persons told me more about problems than advantages in joining the EU. 
If prices rise while salaries stay stagnant and inflation is the main topics in the media, it's one of the most ancient solutions to find an external scapegoat to who attribute the responsibility of the situation. EU is a very popular one. National governments, no matter what their political color is or what language they speak, are used to this practice.
Another relevant responsibility in the EUskeptic attitude of people comes from media: they are national-centered, so in principle they aren't interested in what's going on just outside the border unless something troubling national life. "Good news no news", is one of the first say taught to journalism students. Thus it is rather difficult to read on first page headlines such as "EU, thank you", even if sometimes it should be the case. 

Common people in many EU Member States have the feeling to live in a country under siege by EU policies or in a left-alone territory in the struggle against globalized matters such as climate change, security or labor market. They forget that EU is first of all a community with rules but also benefits. The problem is the lack of more Europe, not the need of less Europe. 
So it's simply great that me, an Italian, I have the possibility to do an internship in Latvia, getting in touch with another reality, meeting people from all over and sharing with them views and ideas. It was the same during my Erasmus year and my Leonardo Program. 
In a way I can say I booked my flight to Latvia when in 1998 I took part to a high school competition about EU. That's why the role of the Representations is crucial: they are the last ring of the chain, but the most important for their closeness to people. Every single activity in their annual plan can really affect someone's life and therefore their whole country's life.
That's also why Europe is still a revolutionary dream, born under the bombs and the totalitarianisms of Second World War, which deserves to be continued to dream. 
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