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The Cuban police dismantled a criminal organisation adulterating pork sausages with water, 
flour and other non-authorised ingredients. The pork products were illegally sold through the 
black market. 
Cibercuba 02/09/2020 

 
Cuba 

 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 

 
Replacement/ dilution/ 
addition/ removal in 
product 

   
The Italian authorities seized 1 000 kg of Mozzarella cheese produced illegally in two 
unauthorised production plants, destined for delivery to restaurants, bars and hotels. The 
criminal organisation produced fake labels as well, falsifying the origin, production date and 
organoleptic properties. 
Repubblica 03/09/2020 
Ottopagine 03/09/2020 

 
Italy 

 
Milk and milk products 

 
Missing documents 

   
The manager of a USA-based seafood processor pleaded guilty of mislabelling the origin of 
their products. Crabmeat imported from South America and Asia was labelled as domestic 
(North American) blue crab. The total value of mislabelled products is considered to be at least 
210 000 Euros, and they were sold to retailers and restaurants. 
FDA 03/09/2020 
Seafood Source 04/09/2020 

 
USA 

 
Crustaceans and products 
thereof 

 
Mislabelling 

   
The Brazilian Federal Highway Police seized in Petrópolis 600 kg of seafood products (tuna, 
shrimps, mussels, octopus) lacking the required taxation documentation. 
G1 Globo 09/09/2020 

 
Brazil 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 
products thereof 
Crustaceans and products 
thereof 
Fish and fish products 

 Missing documents 
 

   

Food Fraud Cases 

https://www.cibercuba.com/noticias/2020-09-02-u1-e43231-s27061-detenidos-trabajadores-fabrica-embutidos-camajuani-robo-venta
https://napoli.repubblica.it/cronaca/2020/09/03/news/napoli_sequestrata_una_tonnellata_di_mozzarella_non_certificata-266125003/?rss&refresh_ce
https://www.ottopagine.it/na/attualita/227885/napoli-l-industria-del-falso-riproduce-anche-la-mozzarella.shtml
https://www.fda.gov/inspections-compliance-enforcement-and-criminal-investigations/press-releases/seafood-processor-pleads-guilty-selling-foreign-crabmeat-falsely-labeled-blue-crab-usa
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/food-safety-health/seafood-executive-admits-to-mislabeling-blue-crab-as-product-of-usa
https://g1.globo.com/rj/regiao-serrana/noticia/2020/09/09/prf-apreende-mais-de-meia-tonelada-de-pescado-na-br-040-em-petropolis-no-rj.ghtml
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The Indian Police seized almost 1 200 jars of adulterated honey, arresting the person 
responsible for running the manufacturing plant. 
Yahoo News 14/09/2020 

 

India 

 

Honey and royal jelly 

 

Unapproved treatment 
and/or process 

   
The Italian Carabinieri performed several controls across the Italian territory, seizing food 
products lacking the necessary labelling documentation, including: 1 500 litres of milk, 150 kg 
of bovine meat, 10 000 bottles of mineral water, 2 000 litres of wine, 900 kg of olives and 
200 litres of olive oil. 
Salute Gov 14/09/2020 

 

Italy 

 

Fats and oils 
Fruits and vegetables 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 
Milk and milk products 
Water for human 
consumption (other) 

Wine 

 

Missing documents 

   
The Italian authorities seized 76 000 litres of wine products missing any documentation, for a 
total value of 115 000 euros, in Emilia-Romagna. The plant was also not compliant with the 
legal hygiene requirements. 
In another operation nearby Rome, the Carabinieri seized 5 300 litres of wine, again lacking 
the proper traceability documents and failing to meet the hygiene requirements. 
Il Fatto alimentare 17/09/2020 
Meteo Week 17/09/2020 
Il Fatto alimentare 28/09/2020 

 

Italy 

 

Wine 

 

Missing documents 

   
Donkeys and horses from the Atlantic Coast of Colombia, many of them sick, were 
slaughtered, adulterated with chemicals (to alter the texture and colour) and sold as beef 
meat to schools, authorities report. The quantities range from 2 000 to 2 5000 kilograms of 
counterfeited meat sold each week in Bucaramanga and Santander. 
HSB Noticias Vanguardia - El Heraldo - Portafolio - El Frente 18/09/2020 
Expreso 19/09/2020 
El Frente - Univision 21/09/2020 
El Tiempo 28/09/2020 

 

Colombia 

 

Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 

 

Unapproved treatment 
and/or process 

Replacement/ dilution/ 
addition/ removal in 
product 

   
Bangladesh is apparently facing a serious problem with milk adulterated with e.g. detergent 
powder, urea fertilizer and synthetic milk powder, causing severe diseases affecting the 
kidneys, stomach and intestine. 
Daily Industry 19/09/2020 

 

Bangladesh 

 

Milk and milk products 

 

Unapproved treatment 
and/or process 

   

In Sicily the Coast Guard, within the operation “Global Fishing”, seized a total amount of more 
than 2 tons of fish products lacking the necessary traceability documentation and/or not 
compliant with the hygiene standards required for human consumption. 
La Sicilia 21/09/2020 

 

Italy 

 

Fish and fish products 

 

Missing documents 

   

   

   

https://in.news.yahoo.com/video/police-bust-adulterated-puja-items-030218998.html
http://www.salute.gov.it/portale/news/p3_2_1_2_1.jsp?lingua=italiano&menu=notizie&p=nas&id=2000
https://ilfattoalimentare.it/nas-bologna-vino-sequestro.html
https://www.meteoweek.com/2020/09/17/nas-sequestrano-76-000litri-vino-cpe/
https://ilfattoalimentare.it/nas-frode-vino.html
https://hsbnoticias.com/noticias/judicial/la-carcel-senalado-de-vender-carne-de-caballo-y-de-burro-630542
https://www.vanguardia.com/area-metropolitana/bucaramanga/video-este-fue-el-hombre-que-durante-un-ano-le-vendio-carne-de-burro-al-pae-en-santander-DC2895500
https://www.elheraldo.co/colombia/durante-un-ano-ninos-comieron-carne-de-caballos-y-burros-enfermos-759459
https://www.portafolio.co/economia/estudiantes-beneficiarios-del-pae-recibieron-carne-de-burro-y-caballo-544766
https://www.elfrente.com.co/web/index.php?ecsmodule=frmstasection&ida=53&idb=93&idc=55977
https://expreso.press/2020/09/19/vendia-carne-de-burro-a-estancia-infantil/
https://www.elfrente.com.co/web/index.php?ecsmodule=frmstasection&ida=53&idb=93&idc=56071
https://www.univision.com/noticias/america-latina/con-carne-de-burro-y-caballo-en-mal-estado-fueron-alimentados-cientos-de-estudiantes-en-region-de-colombia
https://www.eltiempo.com/unidad-investigativa/carne-de-burro-en-raciones-del-pae-para-ninos-tambien-se-exporto-540051
http://www.dailyindustry.news/contaminated-milk-floods-bangladesh-market/
https://www.lasicilia.it/gallery/catania/362663/pesce-non-commestibile-e-senza-tracciabilita-chiuso-ristorante-a-catania.html
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The Hungarian National Food Chain Safety Office (Nébih) seized 12.6 tons of meat products 
lacking the necessary traceability documentation and failing to comply with the legal hygiene 
requirements (e.g. expired). Most of the products were destroyed in order to prevent the 
spreading of foodborne diseases. 
Origo 22/09/2020 
Daily News Hungary 23/09/2020 

 Hungary 

 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 

Poultry meat and poultry 
meat products 

 Missing documents 
   
The Financial Guard seized 20 tons of tomatoes, eggplants and bell peppers produced in 
Albania but mislabelled as “Made in Italy”. The vegetables were given to charity foundations as 
they were considered fit for human consumption. 
Ambiente & Ambienti 25/09/2020 

 

Italy 

 

Fruits and vegetables 

 

Mislabelling 

   
   
 
 

31/08/2020 – Linking food fraud cases and Covid-19 pandemic 
 

World 

An interesting article discusses some crucial aspects of food frauds and the likelihood of 
increasing impacts following the Covid-19 pandemic. 
IFST 

 

Food 

   
04/09/2020 – In France, one-third of meat producers fail to comply with the labelling and 
traceability legislation  

France 

The France’s Directorate for Competition, Consumer Affairs and Fraud Control (DGCCRF) 
published the 2018 report investigating if meat producers across France were compliant with 
the labelling and traceability requirements, identifying a breach in more than 30% of the 
cases. 
Food Navigator - Great Italian Food Trade - L’Alsace 

 

Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 
Poultry meat and poultry 
meat products 

   
07/09/2020 – Food frauds are not rising in Italy during Covid-19 pandemic, authorities say 

 
Italy 

According to the Italian Ministry of Agricultural, Food and Forestry Policies, food fraud cases 
did not rise as a consequence of the Covid-19 pandemic during the period February – July 
2020. 
Anmvi Oggi - MIPAAF 

 
Food 

   
15/09/2020 – Concerns over labels of food sold online in Indonesia 

 

Indonesia 

As the Covid-19 pandemic has increased the number of products purchased online, it is 
worrying that a too high percentage of online labels and information do not meet the 
required labelling and food safety standards. Proper labelling is pivotal to avoid potential 
health threats, e.g. in case of allergens as well. 
The Jakarta Post - Asia One 

 

Food 

   
17/09/2020 – Interreg project supports fighting against food fraud 

 

EU 

The EU-funded Interreg project “Qualify” has released the first set of public policy documents 
focusing on food fraud prevention. Languages will include: Spanish, French, Estonian, 
Slovenian, Bulgarian and Greek. 
Interreg Europe 

 

Food 

   
   
   
   
   

Other interesting articles 

https://www.origo.hu/gazdasag/20200922-12-tonna-hust-foglalt-le-a-nebih-a-horroruzemben.html
https://dailynewshungary.com/hungarian-meat-processing-plant-was-closed-due-to-horrible-circumstances-video/
https://www.ambienteambienti.com/ortaggi-albanesi-spacciati-per-italiani/
https://ifst.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/fsat.3403_4.x
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2020/09/04/One-third-of-meat-products-in-France-breach-labelling-and-traceability-requirements?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
https://www.greatitalianfoodtrade.it/sicurezza/tracciabilit%C3%A0-e-origine-delle-carni-frodi-diffuse-in-francia?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=tracciabilita-e-origine-delle-carni-frodi-diffuse-in-francia
https://www.lalsace.fr/economie/2020/09/22/origine-de-la-viande-pas-assez-de-transparence
https://www.anmvioggi.it/rubriche/attualita/69992-controlli-antifrodenei-primi-sei-mesi-di-emergenza-covid-19-sulla-filiera-agroalimentare.html
https://www.politicheagricole.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/15841
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/15/concerns-raised-over-safety-quality-of-food-sold-online.html
https://www.asiaone.com/asia/concerns-raised-over-safety-quality-food-sold-online-indonesia
https://www.interregeurope.eu/qualify/news/news-article/9741/public-policy-document-is-now-ready/
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21/09/2020 – U.S. FDA announces rules for milestone advancements in food traceability 
 

USA 

The United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has proposed a new legislation to 
massively improve the current traceability system for fifteen “high risk” categories of food 
(e.g. shell eggs, herbs, crustaceans, bivalves, soft cheese), increasing the protection of 
consumers against foodborne diseases. Enacting this framework is part of the Food Safety 
Modernization Act. 
FDA - Food Safety News - Food Safety Tech - Nuevo Periodico - Forbes 
Food Dive  - JDSUPRA - JDSUPRA 

 
Food 

   
22/09/2020 – Interview to the Head of the FSA National Food Crime Unit 

 
United Kingdom 

Darren Davies, Head of the Food Standards Agency (FSA)’s National Food Crime Unit (NFCU), 
describes the developments in fighting food crime within the United Kingdom since the 
establishment of his dedicated Unit in 2015. 
New Food Magazine 

 
Food 

   
24/09/2020 – An overview of the food fraud situation in the honey sector 

 
USA 

Two different online journals provide an overview of the challenges caused by food frauds 
targeting honey and bee products, with a focus on the US situation and public authorities. 
Insider - Food Slain 

 
Honey and royal jelly 

   
24/09/2020 – Academic debate around connections between seafood safety and fraud 

 
World 

An insightful debate between two different research groups took place virtually on the 
scientific journal “Environmental Science and Technology”. The academics discussed the 
consequences of seafood frauds on the seafood safety definition and the related 
environmental, economic and societal impacts. 
Original Viewpoint 
Comment 
Response to Comment 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and products 
thereof 
Crustaceans and products 
thereof 
Fish and fish products 
Gastropods 

   
29/09/2020 – 2020 UK Food Crime Assessment Report 

 
UK 

The Food Standards Agency (FSA)’s National Food Crime Unit (NFCU) and the Food Standards 
Scotland’s (FSS) Scottish Food Crime and Incidents Unit (SFCIU) have jointly published the 
Food Crime Strategic Assessment 2020, focusing on the UK situation. Red meat, fish, 
counterfeit/ illicit alcohol and wild shellfish have been categorised as highly risky and 
vulnerable. 
News in the FSA and FSS websites 
Assessment available on FSA and FSS websites 
Food Authenticity - New Food Magazine - Professional Security - Food Safety Magazine - 
Food Safety News      

 
Food 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-announces-key-fsma-rule-advance-traceability-foods-major-milestone-new-era-smarter-food-safety
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2020/09/fda-floats-rule-for-tracing-records-on-some-foods-from-some-sources-some-of-the-time/
https://foodsafetytech.com/news_article/fda-proposes-fsma-rule-on-food-traceability/
https://nuevoperiodico.com/norma-de-la-fda-busca-promover-la-trazabilidad-de-los-alimentos-2020-09-23/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/thomasburke/2020/09/23/fdas-new-proposed-rule-what-does-it-mean-for-traceability-and-the-industry/#263acdf7ca97
https://www.fooddive.com/news/fda-proposes-detailed-traceability-standards-for-food-likely-to-be-contamin/585605/?ml_subscriber=1520102581802636615&ml_subscriber_hash=s9r2&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=lagroalimentare_e_il_gas_serra_nuova_proposta_per_la_tracciabilita_dei_cibi&utm_term=2020-09-28
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/fda-announces-proposed-new-rule-to-79054/
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/fda-proposes-rule-for-food-traceability-56867/
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/article/120607/nfcu/
https://www.insider.com/fake-honey-problems-how-it-works-2020-9
https://foodslain.com/honey-laundering-the-adulterated-threat-to-our-national-food-security/
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.est.0c03505
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.est.0c05778
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.est.0c05908
https://www.food.gov.uk/news-alerts/news/fsa-and-fss-publish-assessment-of-food-crime-in-the-uk
https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/news-and-alerts/food-standards-scotland-and-the-food-standards-agency-publish-assessment-of-food-crime-in-the-uk
https://www.food.gov.uk/safety-hygiene/food-crime#food-crime-strategic-assessment-2020
https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/publications-and-research/publications/food-crime-strategic-assessment-2020
http://www.foodauthenticity.uk/blog/fsa-and-fss-publish-assessment-of-food-crime-in-the-uk
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/article/120948/food-crime/
https://www.professionalsecurity.co.uk/news/commercial-security/food-crime-assessment/
https://www.foodsafetymagazine.com/news/fsa-and-fss-publish-assessment-on-uk-food-crime/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2020/10/four-sectors-identified-as-vulnerable-to-food-crime-in-scotland/
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Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the 
frequency of food fraud in a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European 
Commission does not take any responsibility for the validity of the information extracted from the media channels 
scanned. The views expressed shall not be regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission. 

  

In case you would like to receive a notification whenever our new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published 
on our Knowledge Centre for Food Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please give us your consent to be 
inserted in our distribution list by writing to our functional mail box: JRC-EU-KC-FFQ@ec.europa.eu. For any 
comments, questions or feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form. 
 
The European Commission’s science and knowledge service 
Joint Research Centre 

 
 

Copyrights pictures: 
 Africa Studio – stock.adobe.com 
 Alex White – stock.adobe.com 
 UBE – stock.adobe.com 
 Africa Studio – stock.adobe.com 

  

 

https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/food-fraud-quality_en
mailto:JRC-EU-KC-FFQ@ec.europa.eu?subject=Request%20for%20subscription%20to%20the%20distribution%20list%20of%20Food%20Fraud%20Monthly%20report&body=Dear%20KC-FFQ%2C%0A%0AI%20give%20you%20my%20consent%20to%20store%20my%20personal%20data%20in%20the%20distribution%20list%20of%20Food%20Fraud%20Monthly%20Report%20managed%20by%20KC-FFQ.%20%0A%0AMy%20name%20is%3A%0A%0AI%20work%20for%3A%20%0A%0AMy%20interests%20are%20in%20the%20field%20of%3A%20%0A%0AKind%20regards%2C%0A
http://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=food-fraud-quality&destination=food-fraud-quality&related_knowledge_service=4719

