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Initiative « DAPHNE »

PREVENTING VIOLENCE AGAINST YOUNG GIRLS COMING FROM MUSLIM IMMIGRATION IN EUROPE BY MEANS OF INTERCULTURAL EDUCATION

Every person who is living in an immigration country is looking for a delicate balance between respect in his/her original cultural identity and negotiation of a social existence and recognition in the country of reception. The young girls and women coming from immigration are particularly at the heart of this problem in Western Europe, though no scientific, constructive light has been put on the nature of their – yet strongly mediatized – difficulties. Therefore, it appears appropriate to investigate more specifically their matrimonial situations (mixed marriages, settled or forced marriages, marriages of convenience,…) and analyse how, through cultural clashes, they can bring about violence against those women and young girls : verbal violence, psychological violence (intimidation, break-up and abandon, confinement, forced return to the country of origin,…), physical violence (corporal punishment, vendetta, murder of young girls) and sexual violence. Other consequences of these violent situations are the running away and the suicide of young girls. Moreover, institutional violences perpetrated by the culture of the country of reception should be added to this list such as the “headscarf affair”, administrative harassment, lack of belief from the police or the justice, ethnic discrimination, racial violence in public places, etc.)

Starting from these two initial observations, the research-action meets two major objectives by means of various scientific surveys : 

1. To identify efficient identity and integration strategies developped by extra-European immigrant young girls and women, and their capacity of negotiating in context of cultural tensions being considered as a guarantee of non-violence (intercultural negotiation) ;

2. To set up and disseminate practical tools of information and training (on the basis of the results of the research) meant to youths, their parents and social workers and teachers.

The research-action is targetting in the first line the families coming from Muslim immigration in Western Europe and more particularly the young girls and women within this group, as well as the socio-educative, teaching, health and sanitary workers working with them.

Results of the first stage research

The research has emphasized the fact that the marriage and the sociocultural emancipation of young girls and women of foreign extraction represent a confrontation civilisation point between European societies and foreign communities that carry, in a certain way, a “collectivist and traditionnal” cultural identity.

Teachers and social workers often express a feeling of helplessness due to the fact that they have to work in an area full of tensions between the immigrant families and the institutional cultures of organisations in charge of integration policies. They also lack comprehensive approach and practical tools in order to deal with such situations.

To prevent such situations, the main solution is to train the professionals (or futur professionals) working in the field of the protection of women and children affected by violence. The promotion of training programs will help them to identify violence cases, to analyse them and to intervene in an appropriate way with ethnic minorities victims as well as with the authors of violences.

The training programmes will aim at : 

· increase and develop skills and intercultural resources of the publics (young people, parents, different communities), 

· to focus on positive analysis in terms of the publics’ potentiality more than on the diagnosis of this deficiency (without minimizing problems and risks), 

· to promote differenciated practices along with the publics’ ways of living and values,  to avoid breakdowns and  to anticipate resistances,

· to inform the publics and make them taking part to decisions and administrative procedures, to give them a room in the projects’ elaboration and realisation,  to dynamise, to support and strengthen the publics’ trust,  to integrate socioeducational programs related to the people everyday life ;

· to develop meeting places (space-time), places of intercultural mediation and negociation, of information and permanent democratic dialogue between young people and parents, to remove the obstacles to a serene communication, to make visible and transparent interventions and goals, to foster the expression and the evaluation of the public (including their conflicting sides), to let the public reach socio-psychological balances ; 

· to update partnerships involving people and professionals from different origins and social horizons, who are supposed to intervene in cases of emergency (mediators, interpretors, communities representatives) ; to evaluate and coordinate procedures among colleagues, partners and decision makers. 

Therefore, a specific research appears to be necessary in relation to a certain kind of exclusion that affects muslim women on the market place and in the area of professional training (the question of headscarf and abusive guidance towards technical professional field). In conclusion, the project could be extended usefully to enhance a new research related to muslim fathers’ and mothers’ conceptions regarding education difficulties of immigrant young girls : defining their hopes, their difficulties and their resources is an important field of understanding and knowledge in order to collaborate with socio-educational institutions of reception countries.
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(  Children
X  Sexual violence
X  Prevention of violence

X  Young people
X  Non-sexual violence
X  Protection from violence

X  Women
X  Violence in domestic context
X  Treatment of victims

(  Homosexuals
X  Violence in schools
(  Reintegration of victims

X  Migrants
X  Violence in institutions
X  Counselling victims

(  Elderly
X  Violence in urban areas
X  Counselling couples

X  Ethnic minorities
(  Violence in rural areas
X  Support to families


X  Violence in the work place
(  Legislative measures


(  Violence to handicapped
(  Treatment of offenders


X  Violence to migrants
(  Reintegration of offenders


X  Violence to refugees
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(  Violence to asylum seekers
(  Reporting abuses
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Instruments


(  Commercial sexual exploitation
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(  Non fatal self-harm
(  Dissemination of best practice


X  Physical punishment
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X  Youth participation
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