Short English presentation
Averting violence against young girls coming from Muslim immigration in Europe by means of intercultural negotiation

Every person who has to live in a country which is not the one of their origin can be considered to be looking for a delicate balance between respect of an original cultural identity and negotiation allowing a social existence and recognition in the country of reception. More particularly, the young girls and women coming from immigration in Western Europe are at the heart of this problem, though no scientific, constructive and neutral light has been put on the real nature of their – yet strongly mediated – difficulties. That’s why it appears appropriate to investigate more particularly the matrimonial modalities (mixed marriages, settled or forced marriages, unconsummated marriages, marriages of convenience, …) and see how, through cultural shock, they can bring about violence against those women and young girls : verbal violence, psychic violence (intimidation, break-up and abandon, confinement, forced return to the country of origin, …), physical violence (corporal punishment, vendetta, murder of young girls) and sexual violence.

Other problems we sometimes meet are the running away and suicide of young girls. Moreover, institutional violence perpetrated by the culture of the country of reception should be added to the list (the "headscarf affair", administrative harassment, lack of belief on the part of the police or the justice, ethnic discrimination, racial violence in public places, etc.).
Indeed, a lot of ethnological indications as well as numerous news items show that the questions of marriage and of the social cultural emancipation of these women and young girls represent a point of confrontation between the "individualistic and modern" European societies and the extra-European immigrant communities which, to a great extent, are the holders of a "collectivist and traditional" cultural identity. The questions of marriage and woman emancipation are thus an open door onto the wider problem of violence in a context of acculturation as well as an interesting analyser of the transition processes in immigrant families.
If the research and its resulting preventive applications are carried out with an acute concern about not stigmatising the immigrant families – which can only bring about tension within the families and make the social work more difficult -, the point is to bring out the strategies suggested as a positive response within the immigrant families to work out the cultural split and the identity negotiation in order to avert violence and intrafamily tensions.
On the other hand, teachers and social workers in European countries often express a feeling of helplessness due to the fact that they have to work in a field – bristling with cultural tensions between immigrant families and the institutional cultures of the organisms and structures in charge of their reception – which, in numerous aspects, they completely fail to understand, and which arouses a good deal of fantasies polluting the representations and disturbing the quality of the educational work achieved.
Starting from these initial observations, the research-action has two major objectives :
-
Identification by means of various scientific surveys of efficient identity and integration strategies developed by extra-European immigrant young girls and women, the capacity of negotiation in contexts of cultural tensions being hypothetically considered as a guarantee of non-violence (intercultural negotiation) ;
· Creation, evaluation and distribution of practical tools (documents) on the basis of the results of the research meant to youths coming from Muslim immigration, their parents, social workers and other teachers working with them in order to make them sensitive to the question, to inform and to form them.
The target groups of the research-action are in the first line the families coming from Muslim immigration in Western Europe and more particularly the young girls and women in this group, as well as teaching, health and sanitary workers dealing with them.

Several types of investigations and actions allow to produce a beam of scientific knowledge shedding light on our subject on the one hand, and of preventive practices on the other hand :

-
Qualitative and quantitative empirical research is carried out among populations (of young girls) coming from Muslim immigration. It consists in surveys aiming at comparing the level of scholastic and professional insertion of the subjects and the type of identity construction projected into their accounts or responses to attitude scales. It considers studying the evolution of the identity construction and of the »intercultural negotiation » capacities all through the teenage years. This information is analysed in the light of the subject’s attitudes, expectations and constraints as regards professional aspirations, family life projects, marriage, etc.

-
Interviews and opinion polls are carried out within the control institutions (schools, departments for public assistance to the youth, associations helping youths and/or women, structures of animation for youths, regional centres for the integration of persons from foreign origins, university assistance, etc.) involved with the problem in order to identify their visions, resources, difficulties and expectations within the context of this research and its practical consequences.

-
A critical exam of the international scientific literature is carried out about the problems aroused by the research. Press documents and internet information are also analysed ; a bibliography and a synthesis are produced.
The results of the various investigations are "reported" to the persons concerned in the context of animations and « discussion tables » organised in schools (with young girls and boys coming from immigration), in associations or structures of assistance to women coming from immigration, in immigrant associations (workers’ associations, mosques, etc.) and finally in the professional institutions (or their federations) in charge of these questions. The objective is to increase the amount of information collected and to validate the theses coming out from the research.

A set of tools and working documents are produced according to the results of the research : reports, articles, bibliographies, audio and video documents, etc. with the collaboration of competent organisms. This material is used as a starting point for intercultural animations around the question of violence in the context of immigration and the possibilities of prevention in that matter. The places invested are schools and structures for young (girls). But an action on a larger scale towards the parents coming from immigration and the professionals involved with this population is also necessary to spread the knowledge acquired from the research and obtain a change in the thinking and action frameworks. The publication and spreading of the results in the framework of scientific activities (book, congress) have also been planned.
It is carried out in partnership with three other institutes : Groupe d’Etude et de Recherche de l’Adolescence de la Sorbonne (G.E.R.P.A.) and Agence pour le Développement des Relations Interculturelles (A.D.R.I.) in Paris, as well as the Pädagogisches Zentrum (P.Ä.Z.) of Aachen. The initiative is thus transnational as far as research is concerned (comparative study within diversified contexts and populations) as well as in its aspect action (informative and preventive initiatives carried out with schools and teachers, intercultural animations). This partnership allows the project to overstep the national limits, offering thus the opportunity of a larger diffusion and a deeper impact of the work.
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