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Introduction :

Instigator of the project « Daphne : Averting violence against young girls coming from Muslim immigration in Europe by means of intercultural education » is the Department of Psychological Development of the University of Liège (Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences) directed by Professor Michel Born. Coordinator of the « Daphne » research-action is Dr. Altay Manço, lecturer at the University of Liège and researcher-teacher at the University of Paris V-Sorbonne.

The Department of Psychological Development has been winning renown over the years through its research and actions in the field of the psychology of criminality and of social inadaptation. The work achieved by this department on such themes as the psychological development of young people in underpriviledged social contexts have notably resulted in important recent publications. The department is at the root of teachings meant for future psychologists, sociologists and criminologists in different fields : developmental psychology, psychology of criminology, psychology of immigration, etc.  The department works in close collaboration with various research centres abroad and institutions acting ‘in the field’ in Belgium ; it has a vocation of presence and expert evaluation with the social workers in the region. Moreover the department organized the European Congress of Psychology of Adolescence.

Project Description :

Concepts and design of the programme :

Context of the project :

Every person who has to live in a country which is not the one of their origin can be considered to be looking for a delicate balance between respect of an original cultural identity and negotiation allowing a social existence and recognition in the country of reception. More particularly, the young girls and women coming from immigration in Western Europe are at the heart of this problem, though no scientific, constructive and neutral light has been put on the real nature of their – yet strongly mediatized – difficulties. That’s why it appears appropriate to investigate more particularly the matrimonial modalities (mixed marriages, settled or forced marriages, unconsummated marriages, marriages of convenience,…) and see how, through cultural shock, they can bring about violence against those women and young girls : verbal violence, psychic violence (intimidation, break-up and abandon, confinement, forced return to the country of origin,…), physical violence (corporal punishment, vendetta, murder of young girls) and sexual violence.

Other problems we sometimes meet are the running away and suicide of young girls. Moreover, institutional violences perpetrated by the culture of the country of reception should be added to the list (the « headscarf affair », administrative harassment, lack of belief on the part of the police or the justice, ethnic discrimination, racial violence in public places, etc.)

Indeed, a lot of ethnological indications as well as numerous news items show that the questions of marriage and of the sociocultural emancipation of these women and young girls represent a point of civilizational confrontation between the « individualistic and modern » European societies and the extra-European immigrant communities which, to a great extent, are the holders of a « collectivistic and traditional » cultural identity. The questions of marriage and woman emancipation are thus an open door onto the wider problem of violence in a context of acculturation as well as an interesting analyser of the transition processes in immigrant families.

If the research and its resulting preventive applications are carried out with an acute concern about not stigmatizing the immigrant families – which can only bring about tension within the families and make the educative work more difficult -, the point is to bring out the strategies suggested as a positive response within the immigrant families to work out the cultural split and the identity negociation in order to avert violence and intrafamily tensions.

On the other hand, teachers and social workers in European countries often express a feeling of helplessness due to the fact that they have to work in a field – bristling with cultural tensions between immigrant families and the institutional cultures of the organisms and structures in charge of their reception – which, in numerous aspects, they completely fail to understand, and which arouses a good deal of fantasies polluting the representations and disturbing the quality of the socio-educational work achieved.

Objectives of the project :

Starting from these two initial observations, « Daphne » research-action has two major objectives : 

- Identification by means of various scientific surveys of efficient identity and integration strategies developped by extra-European immigrant young girls and women, the capacity of negotiation in contexts of cultural tensions being hypothetically considered as a guarantee of non-violence (intercultural negotiation) ;

- Creation, evaluation and distribution of practical tools (documents) on the basis of the results of the research meant to youths coming from Muslim immigration, their parents, social workers and other teachers working with them in order to make them sensitive to the question, to inform and to form them.

Target groups :

The target groups of the research-action are in the first line the families coming from Muslim immigration in Western Europe and more particularly the young girls and women in this group, as well as the socio-educative, teaching, health and sanitary workers dealing with them.

-Design of the programme and methodology :

Five types of investigations and actions allow to produce a beam of scientific knowledge shedding light on our subject on the one hand, and of preventive practices on the other hand :

-
Qualitative and quantitative empirical research is carried out among populations (of young girls) coming from Muslim immigration. It consists in surveys aiming at comparing the level of socio-scholastic and professional insertion of the subjects and the type of identity construction projected into their accounts or responses to attitude scales. It considers studying the evolution of the identity construction and of the »intercultural negotiation » capacities all through the teenage years.This information is analysed in the light of the subject’s attitudes, expectations and constraints as regards professional aspirations, family life projects, marriage, etc.

-
Interviews and opinion polls are carried out within the control institutions (schools, departments for public assistance to the youth, associations helping youths and/or women, structures of animation for youths, regional centres for the integration of persons from foreign origins, university assistance,etc .) involved with the problem in order to identify their visions, resources, difficulties and expectations within the context of this research and its practical consequences.

-
A critical exam of the international scientific litterature is carried out about the problems aroused by the research. Press documents and internet information are also analysed ; a bibliograpghy and a synthesis are produced.

The results of the various investigations are ‘reported’ to the persons concerned in the context of animations and « discussion tables » organized in schools (with young girls and boys coming from immigration), in associations or structures of assistance to women coming from immigration, in immigrant associations (workers’associations, mosques, etc.) and finally in the professional institutions (or their federations) in charge of these questions. The objective is to increase the amount of information collected and to validate the theses coming out from the research.

A set of tools and working documents are produced according to the results of the research : reports, articles, bibliographies, audio and video documents, etc. with the collaboration of competent organisms. This material is used as a starting point for intercultural animations around the question of violence in the context of immigration and the possibilities of prevention in that matter. The places invested are schools and structures for young (girls). But an action on a larger scale towards the parents coming from immigration and the professionals involved with this population is also necessary to spread the knowledge acquired from the research and obtain a change in the thinking and action frameworks. The publication and spreading of the results in the framework of scientific activities (book, congress) have also been planned.

Co-operation with the other European partners and financing of the project (short) :

« Daphne » research-action is financially supported by the European Commission and local authorities (Ministries of Education and of Social Action)..

It is carried out in partnership with three other institutes : Groupe d’Etude et de Recherche de l’Adolescence de la Sorbonne (G.E.R.P.A.) and Agence pour le Développement des Relations Interculturelles (A.D.R.I.) in Paris, as well as the  Pädagogisches Zentrum (P.A.Z.) of Aachen. The initiative is thus transnational as far as research is concerned (comparative study within diversified contexts and populations) as well as in its aspect action (informative and preventive initiatives carried out with schools and teachers, intercultural animations). This partnership allows the project to overstep the national limits , offering thus the opportunity of a larger diffusion and a deeper impact of the work.

Implementation of the programme : development up to November ’99

From the beginning of the academic year 1998-99 on we have started, within the framework of research-formation seminars carried out in the two faculties concerned (Liège and Paris), with the participation of about 25 students (future psychologists) a psychological investigation (survey with young girls from the Maghreb) and a bibliography (possibly seeking advice from experts) on the theme of intra-family or institutional violence towards young girls coming from Muslim immigration in Western Europe and of the positive responses that can be given to this violence.

This work, in addition to making our students (future practicians) aware of these phenomena, has resulted in some shorts publications which are at present distributed on five professional media (among which a website) meant for social workers and researchers concerned with the subject.Otherwise, this first part of the work allowed us to define the outlines of the next section of the research-action which has been carried out since the beginning of the academic year 1999-2000.

This second stage of the project « Daphne » (with the additional participation of a German team and of A.D.R.I., Paris) concerns animations to be carried out with young Muslim girls and interviews with parents and professionals concerned with the subject.

Furthermore, our professional practice brings us regularly, in 1998 as well as in 1999, into contact with groups of social workers and teachers dealing with immigrant families and youths. These groups are sensitive to the problems investigated by the research.

In concrete terms, more than ten groups of professionals have been seen in 1998 in the French-speaking part of Belgium about these subjects. Our teams have met ten groups of teachers and social workers in 1999, too. Professionals will also be seen in groups or individually in the year 2000. These meetings are only going to start in the year 2000 in the other countries.

At present, there are 4 existing groups of young girls in Liège and Verviers (Belgium), but the meetings have only started in December 1999. Other groups of young girls coming from Muslim immigration are also going to be seen in France and in Germany in the first half-year 2000.

Evaluation of the programme :

Evaluation tools (+ ways of adjusting) :

Each specific initiative (examples : animations with youths or formation of professonals) is evaluated by the participants and the co-organizers in the end of the activity. These data are injected into our practice in order to make constant improvements and adjusting.

Our results undergo a critical analysis on the part of our scientific colleagues and practicians through the process of publication, among others.

In each country taking part in the project, the researchers-educators have formed a team and they regularly consult each other for a self-evaluation of their work.

Finally, our transnational work is guided by a scientific board of management and evaluation constituted by members of the University of Liège, Paris-Sorbonne and Aachen. This board meets about five times a year. They evaluate the achievements, the results, and the process of transnational development of our research-action project on the basis of ad hoc activity reports and talks.Up to now this board has met five times since the middle of 1998. The object of these meetings has been the setting up of « Daphne «  and its internationalization.

Results :

As we introduced it, the works of research and of spreading are done on the go. By spreading we understand informing and making sensitive the social workers and youths who are interested in the problems aroused by intra-family or institutional violence towards immigrant young girls and the constitution in this matter of the valorization of intercultural negociation.


So, this work is already carried out through publications intended for professionals on paper and on the web. It will have to be emphazised in the years to come.

Our teachings given to future psychologists in Belgium and in France also go in the same direction, each year, and meet with a real interest among the students.

The seminars and other formations we regularly carry out (at present in Belgium and soon in France, among others) with social workers contribute to circulate the importance of valorizing in the families and educational institutions negotiating and intercultural approaches in order to positively transcend the conflicts and symbolic violences towards youths living in a context of cultural confrontation.

Finally, we have just started a first experimental cycle of animations with young Muslim girls educated in Belgium, following the same objectives. These experiments will have to be developped after the year 2000 in various countries and to be broadened to groups of parents. Indeed, the broadening of our work to other countries show the relevance of the themes and methods adopted.

Future planning of the project :

As soon as the beginning of the next academic year, the results of the various investigations carried out at present will be systematically ‘reported’ to the persons concerned in the context of animations and « discussion tables » organized in schools (with young girls and boys coming from immigration) in associations or in structures of assistance to women coming from immigration , or in immigrant associations (workers’associations, mosques, etc.) and finally within the professional institutions (or their federations) in charge of these questions. The objective is to increase the information collected and to validate the theses coming out from the research. But it is also an operation of prevention through popularization of a knowledge and an intercultural sensitivity  meant for a population concerned with our problem.

A set of tools and documents will also be produced according to the results of the research : reports, articles, bibliographies, audio and video documents, etc. with the collaboration of competent organisms. This material will be used as a starting point for more systematical intercultural animations around the question of violence in the context of immigration and the possibilities of prevention in that matter. The places invested will be mainly schools and structures for young (girls). But an action on a larger scale meant for the parents coming from immigration and the professionals involved with this population is also necessary to spread the knowledge acquired by the research and obtain a change in the thinking and action frameworks. The publication and spreading of the results in the framework of scientific activities (book, internet, congress) are also planned.

Appendices (in French):

-
A report from 1998/99, short parts of which have been published in the following professional magazines :

Osmoses (January 1999, Namur)

Tribune Nouvelle (September 1999, Brussels)

Migrance (to be published, Paris)

Bulletin du Centre d’Etudes Islamiques (January 2000, Gand)

Website of C.E.I.

-
Methodological notes orientating the meetings with groups of young girls and social workers.
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