	The Institute for Research, Training and Action on Migrations 

was founded in 1988 as a non-profit organisation by some trainers with a practical background in the field of cross-cultural actions and by some university researchers specialised in the study of immigrant’s people integration problems. 

Our Institute offers its services to all social action professionals in education, in health or cultural services, and in business world. 

I.R.F.A.M.'s aim is to create some links between the research in social and cross-cultural psychology and the social action in the field of integration and psychological development, as well as the fight against discriminations and racism. In this context, our Institute works with the Department of study of the psychological development of the University of Liege run by the Professor Michel BORN. 

Principal objectives of I.R.F.A.M. are : 

· To identify, analyse and inform on various discriminatory mechanisms as factors of social exclusion. 

· To promote cross-cultural relations as instruments of social integration. 

· To cause a positive self-image development among victims of exclusions. 

· To contribute to the development of democratic practices in the management of social and cultural differences. 

The means of I.R.F.A.M. are the sensitising and the training of social workers and political decision-makers, as well as the implementation of scientific researches.

One of the original methods implemented by I.R.F.A.M. consists of the total immersion in an experimental scenario of discrimination in order to cause awakenings and modifications of attitudes and behaviour (" HARMONIQUES "). 

I.R.F.A.M's different fields of intervention are : 

· Immigrant communities evolution in Belgium and in Europe, and especially the observation of the psychological integration process and of the dynamic of cultural identities ; 

· Policy and method development for educational and cultural interventions : training - support, assessment of teams working on the ground, assessment of practical achievements, etc. 

I.R.F.A.M. is supported in its action by, among others :

· The Walloon Region ; 

· The French Community Commission of Brussels ; 

· The Belgian Centre for Equal Opportunities and the Fight against Racism ; 

· The European Union. 

A lot of executive and know-how services are proposed by I.R.F.A.M. in the field of social development, discriminations and cross-cultural relations :

· Information, guidance and documentary diffusion department ; 

· Methodological support department ; 

· Seminars or one-day conferences organisation ; 

· Development of programmes for training on request ; 

· Assessment of policies and practices of social development ; 

· Training - support for teams working on the ground ; 

· Research and development of intervention tools ; 

· Publications. 

I.R.F.A.M. is a multidisciplinary team of young psychologists, sociologists and trainers run by Spyros AMORANITIS and Altay A. MANÇO.

Languages spoken in IRFAM are among others French, Greek, Turkish, Italian, Spanish and English. 

	Contacts : 

I.R.F.A.M. – Liège 

Secrétariat - Co-ordination
Rue Agimont, 17 - 4000 Liège BELGIUM
Phone : +32 (0)4 221 49 89
Fax : +32 (0)4 221 49 87
Email : irfam@irfam.org
  

I.R.F.A.M. – Namur 

rue de la Haie le Comte, 47 3/1-  B-5001 Belgrade BELGIUM
Phone / Fax : +32 (0)81 74 66 27 - Cell : +32 (0) 477 625 672
Email : altay.manco@skynet.be


