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SUMMARY 

In the context of Article 17 TFEU, a Dialogue seminar organised by the European Commission (DG 
Justice in cooperation with DG Migration and home affairs and DG Education and culture) and 
philosophical and non-confessional organisations, took place in Brussels, on 1 June 2016. 
Representatives from the following partner organisations participated in the dialogue: European 
Association for Free Thought (AEPL), European Masonic Alliance (AME), Contribution of Masonic 
Liberal and Adogmatic Obediences to European construction (COMALACE), Egalité-Laïcité- Europe" 
(EGALE), and European Humanist Federation (FHE). Some 50 representatives from the Commission 
and partner organisations attended the seminar.  

The topic of the meeting was "Facing European crises", with a particular focus on refugees, 
intolerance, and youth and fundamental values. As Europe is currently facing major crises that 
question its objectives and values, the aim of the meeting was to discuss the state of play, 
challenges and concrete proposals on how to address the issues of refugees, the rise in intolerance 
and xenophobia, and the European youth and fundamental values. The reflections at the meeting 
will also feed into the discussion at the high-level meeting on 30 June 2016, which will focus on 
migration, integration and European values.  

Main proposals from partner organisations present at the meeting: 

 Session 1 (refugees): need for a better care of refugees both within the EU (through a more 
orderly management of refugee flows) and outside the EU ("humanitarian corridors"), better 
communication and anticipation, a stronger external policy towards areas which generate 
asylum flows and the development of a "citizens' right to asylum". 
 

 Session 2 ("intolerance"): need first to fight against fear, base the response on a number 
of basic principles: secularism ("laïcité"), rule of law and education, address the challenges of 
a multicultural society (ensure that diverse origins are taken into account, but also the need to 
develop a common approach to history, language and values). 
 

 Session 3 ("youth and fundamental values"): need for solidarity and to improve the 
economic situation of the youth (in particular unemployment), need to build a "community of 
values", among which gender equality was highlighted, as well as democracy. The need to 
better "teach Europe" was cited (in particular by developing a European history curriculum or 
expand the network of European schools to other European cities). A Recommendation to 
Member States on education to European citizenship in education, based on the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights, has been suggested, as well as extending the Erasmus program to 
secondary education. It was agreed that DG EAC's project "New Narrative for Europe" would 
be useful to develop some of these ideas further. 


