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Catherine Ashton
UK, Vice-President, High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy

Baroness Ashton joined the Commission in October 2008, replacing Peter Mandelson as Trade Commissioner. In that capacity, she represented the EU in the Doha Round of world trade talks and initialled a far reaching free trade agreement with South Korea. Previously, Catherine Ashton was appointed Leader of the House of Lords in June 2007 and from that position took the Lisbon Treaty through the UK's upper chamber. She is married with two children and three stepchildren.
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Viviane Reding

Luxembourg, Vice-President, Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship

Viviane Reding has already served two terms in the Commission, holding first the Education, Culture and Youth portfolio and then, since 2004, taking responsibility for the Information Society and the Media brief. A journalist by profession, Reding holds a doctorate from the Sorbonne and before entering the Commission had served ten years as a member of the European Parliament. She is divorced with three children.

[image: image3.jpg]


Joaquin Almunia

Spain, Vice-President, Competition

This is Almunia's second term in the Commission – since 2004 he was the Commissioner for Economic and Monetary Affairs. His parliamentary career in Spain spans a period of 25 years and during that time he served as leader of the Socialist Party and held various ministerial portfolios, including Employment and Public Administration. Born in 1948 in Bilbao, he is married with two children.
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Siim Kallas

Estonia, Vice-President, Transport

Siim Kallas continues as one of the Vice-Presidents of the Commission but is leaving the Administration, Audit and Anti-fraud portfolio to take charge of Transport. Before coming to Brussels, Kallas had a distinguished political career in his homeland rising to the office of Prime Minister after terms as Foreign Affairs and Finance Minister and President of the Bank of Estonia. He is 62 years old, married with two children and a keen cyclist.
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Neelie Kroes

Netherlands, Vice-President, Digital Agenda

Having been in charge of Competition for the last five years, Vice President Kroes now takes responsibility for the Digital Agenda dossier. An experienced politician and transport specialist, Kroes had served as Minister for Transport, Public Works and Telecommunications in her native Netherlands throughout the 1980's before returning to her academic career and later moving on to business and working on the board of several international corporations. She is divorced and has one child.
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Antonio Tajani

Italy, Vice-President, Industry and Entrepreneurship

In the incoming Commission, Tajani moves from Transport to take up the Industry and Entrepreneurship portfolio. A native of Rome, Tajani trained as an officer in the Italian Air Force before becoming a journalist and foreign correspondent with assignments in Lebanon, the Soviet Union and Somalia. He was first elected to the European Parliament in 1994 and rose to become head of the Forza Italia delegation and a Vice-Chair of the European Peoples' Party. He is married with two children.
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Maroš Šefčovič

Slovakia, Vice-President, Inter-Institutional Relations and Admnistration

Maroš Šefčovič joined the European Commission in October 2009. After studying Law and International Relations in Bratislava, Moscow and Stanford University in the US, Šefčovič had a long career as a diplomat, his latest posting being as Head of the Slovak Permanent Representation to the EU. Born in 1966, he is married with three children.
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Janez Potočnik

Slovenia, Environment

Janez Potočnik takes up the Environent portfolio after a five-year term in Science and Research in the First Barroso Commission. He trained as an economist at the University of Ljubljana where he was awarded a doctorate and between 1993 and 2001 he was the Director of the Institute of the Macroeconomic Analysis and Development. From 1998 till 2004, Potočnik headed the Negotiating Team for the Accession of Slovenia to the EU. He is married with two children.
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Olli Rehn

Finland, Economic and Monetary Affairs

Rehn was Commissioner for Enlargement in the First Barroso Commission. A political economy specialist, he holds a D.Phil. from Oxford University and has combined academic work with a political career in the Finnish and European Parliaments. He has also served as Head of Cabinet in the Commission between 1998 and 2002. Rehn is a keen footballer and in the early 1980's he played for his hometown club in Finland. He is married and has one child.
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Andris Piebalgs

Latvia, Development

Piebalgs served in the First Barroso Commission as well where he held the Energy portfolio. A physics graduate, he worked as a teacher and civil servant before entering politics. In the first half of the 1990's, he was Minister for Education and then Minister for Finance in Latvia before becoming his country's ambassador to Estonia and then to the European Union. He is married and has three children.
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Michel Barnier

France, Internal Market and Services

Michel Barnier returns to the European Commission for a second term, having held the Regional Policy portfolio between 1999 and 2004. He has had a long and distinguished career in French politics having served as Minister for Foreign Affairs, Agriculture and the Environment and is a Vice-President of the European Peoples' Party. Born in Grenoble in 1951, he is married with three children.
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Androulla Vassiliou

Cyprus, Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth

Androulla Vassiliou served for two years in the First Barroso Commission (2008-2009) as Commissioner for Health. She was a member of the House of Representatives in Cyprus for ten years, having entered politics after a long career in the legal profession, specialising in banking law. Vassiliou has also held the office of President of the World Federation of United Nations Associations She is married to Dr George Vassiliou, former President of Cyprus, with whom she has three children. 
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Algirdas Šemeta

Lithuania, Taxation and Customs Union, Audit and Anti-Fraud

Algirdas Šemeta was appointed to the Commission in July 2009, replacing Dalia Grybauskaitė who was elected President of Lithuania, and for the second half of last year he took responsibility for the Budget portfolio. A mathematical economist by training, Šemeta headed the Lithuanian Securities Commission and served as Director General of the Department of Statistics between 2001 and 2008. He has also served as Minister for Finance on two separate occasions. Born in 1962, he is married with four children.
[image: image14.jpg]


Karel de Gucht

Belgium, Trade

De Gucht came into the Commission in July 2009 and took over the Development and Humanitarian Aid portfolio. Between 1980 and 1994 he was a member of the European Parliament and since 1995 he has served as a deputy first in the Flemish Parliament and then in the Belgian House of Representatives. A leading figure in the Flemish Liberal and Democratic Party, Karel de Gucht has served as Minister for International Trade, Minister for Foreign Affairs and, more recently, as Deputy Prime Minister of Belgium. He is married with two children.
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John Dalli

Malta, Health and Consumer Policy

Dalli joins the Commission after a long career in government in his native Malta. He has served as Minister of Finance, Minister for Foreign Affairs and, more recently, as Minister for Social Policy. A chartered accountant by profession, John Dalli has also significant experience of working as a management consultant. Born in 1948, he is married with two children.
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Máire Geoghegan-Quinn

Ireland, Research and Innovation

Máire Geoghegan-Quinn was previously a member of the European Court of Auditors, based in Luxembourg from 2000 onwards. She was first elected to Dáil Éireann in 1975 and in 1979 became the first woman to be appointed to a full Cabinet post since the foundation of the State. In the 25 years she spent in the Irish political scene, she held various offices of State, including Minister for the Gaeltacht, Minister for Education, Minister for European Affairs, Minister for Tourism, Transport and Communications and Minister for Justice. A native Irish speaker, Máire Geoghegan-Quinn is married with two children.
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Janusz Lewandowski

Poland, Financial Programming and Budget

An economist by training, Lewandowski played an important part in the privatisation process in Poland in the early 1990's, as Minister for Privatisation at one point and as Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee for Privatisation over a number of years. In the run-up to Poland's accession, he was the Deputy Chairman of the Polish Parliament's European Integration Committee Lewandowski has been a member of the European Parliament since 2004 and for the last three years he served as Deputy Chairman of the Committee on Budgets. Born in 1951, he is married and has one daughter.
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Maria Damanaki

Greece, Fisheries and Maritime Affairs

The first ever woman to lead a political party in Greece, Maria Damanaki entered politics as a prominent student leader in the resistance against the 1967-74 military dictatorship. She is a distinguished parliamentarian of long standing, first with the Coalition for Left and Progress and, since 2000, with the Pan-Hellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK). In Europe, she has served as a Member of the Parliamentary Assemblies of the Council of Europe, the Western European Union and NATO. An engineer by training, Damanaki has a strong record on minority rights, social issues and the environment and climate change. She is divorced with three grown-up children.
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Kristalina Georgieva

Bulgaria, International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response

Georgieva has worked in the World Bank since the early 1990's, rising to the positions of Director, Strategy and Operations, Sustainable Development and, more recently, Vice President and Corporate Secretary. From an academic background, Georgieva studied at Sofia University, MIT and Harvard Business School and has taught in Sofia, the London School of Economics, the Australian National University and the University of the South Pacific in Fiji. She has more than 100 publications, including a textbook in Microeconomics. She is married and has one child.
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Günther H. Oettinger
Germany, Energy
Oettinger entered local politics in the late 1970's with the Christian Democratic Union and rose to become Prime Minister of the State of Baden-Württemberg, an office he held from 2005 until his recent appointment to the European Commission. He studied Law at Tübingen University and in his professional career specialised in auditing and tax matters. He is 57 years old and has one son.
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Johannes Hahn

Austria, Regional Policy

Prior to joining the Commission, Hahn served as the Federal Minister for Science and Research in Austria. A high ranking member of the Austrian People's Party, he has spent many years in local politics as a member of the Regional Parliament and the Regional Government in Vienna. Born in 1957, he has strong experience of working as a manager in industry. He is married with one son.
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Connie Hedegaard

Denmark, Climate Action

The Danish Minister for Climate and Energy for the past three years, Hedegaard chaired the 2009 United Nations Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen. A member of the Conservative Peoples Party She has also served as Minister for the Environment and Minister for Nordic Co-operation. Hedegaard is a journalist by profession and has worked as radio news editor, newspaper columnist and television presenter for current affairs programmes. Born in 1960, she is married with two children.
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Štefan Füle
Czech Republic, Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy

A career diplomat, Štefan Füle has served as Czech Ambassador to Lithuania, the UK and NATO. He has also held positions in the Czech government, notably as First Deputy Minister for Defence and later as Minister for European Affairs. Born in Sokolov in 1962, Füle studied in the Philosophy Faculty in Prague's Charles University and in the Moscow State Institute of International Relations. He is married with three children.
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László Andor

Hungary, Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion
Before his appointment to the Commission Andor has been, since 2005, a member of the Board of Directors of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), based in London. He is an economist with a long track record in academic and applied research and he has acted in various times as an economics advisor to the Hungarian government. He has two children.
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Cecilia Malmström

Sweden, Home Affairs
Cecilia Malmström's last post before taking up her role as Commissioner was that of Minister for EU Affairs in the Swedish government, a post she held from 2006. Affiliated to the Liberal Party in Sweden, she was a member of the European Parliament from 1999 to 2006 where she served on the Committees for Foreign Affairs and Constitutional Affairs. Malmström holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from Göteborg University and before entering politics she was a Senior Lecturer there. She is married with two children.
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Dacian Cioloş

Romania, Agriculture

Dacian Cioloş was Minister for Agriculture in Romania between 2007 and 2008 and he is a specialist in the field. Born in 1969, he studied horticultural engineering, agronomy and agricultural economics in his native Romania and France. Before entering politics, Cioloş had managed agricultural development programmes and served as spokesman of Romania in the Special Committee on Agriculture of the EU Council.
