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Subject to change
For more detailed information on events, contacts, sources and background, please see http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=AGENDA/09/37&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en unless otherwise stated. 

For Ireland-specific information, see: http://ec.europa.eu/ireland/press_office/news_of_the_day/all_news_en.htm 

Contacts: 
Head of Press: Ruth Deasy      
01.634.1120 ruth.deasy@ec.europa.eu  
Press Officer: Steffen Schulz 
01.634.1118  steffen.schulz@ec.europa.eu
Wednesday 1 and Tuesday 2 February

European Parliament plenary session, Brussels

Information: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/home.html

Wednesday 1 to Friday 3 February

Meeting of Ministers responsible for competitiveness (informal), Copenhagen

The first two days of the informal meeting of the Competitiveness Council  (February 1-2) will be dedicated to discussions on Horizon 2020.  A Ministerial Conference with European research ministers and key global stakeholders on the first day will be followed by discussions among research ministers only on the second day.
On the third day (February 3), European ministers responsible for industrial policy and the single market will meet to discuss how to best unleash the potential of the Digital Single Market. The meeting will be fully digital and will among other things use interactive means of communication such as tablets etc. to facilitate discussions on how to create a Digital Single Market in the EU to the benefit of European companies and consumers.

Further information:
Event webpage: http://eu2012.dk/en/Meetings/Informal-Meetings/Feb/Uformelt-COMPET
Wednesday 1 February

Presentation of new OLAF organisational structure, Brussels

After a year in office, the Director-General of the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF), Giovanni Kessler, will present the new organisation and investigative procedures of OLAF which will enter into force on 1 February 2012. The changes include more investigative staff, more transparent and efficient investigative procedures, and greater focus on priority investigations.

 

The press release is available at: http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=OLAF/12/1&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
Thursday 2 and Friday 3 February

Conference on future meat inspection, Copenhagen

The aim of the conference is to bring together officials from the EU and 3th countries to discuss the future of EU´s meat inspection system.

Further information:
Event webpage: http://eu2012.dk/en/Meetings/Conferences/Feb/Konference-om-fremtidens-koedkontrol
Thursday 2 February

European competition forum, Brussels

The first European competition forum will welcome ministers, parliamentarians, competition policy experts and the media to debate priorities for competition policy and enforcement in the coming years, identify the challenges ahead and exchange ideas.
Three panel sessions on competition policy and competitiveness, state aid control at a cross-roads and the European competition model will cover all competition policies – antitrust, mergers and state aid.

Confirmed speakers include:

· Joaquín Almunia, Vice-President of the European Commission responsible for competition 

· Sharon Bowles, Member of the European Parliament and Chair of the European Parliament Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee 

· John Fingleton, Chief Executive, Office of Fair Trading, Chair of the International Competition Network Steering Committee and former Chair at the Irish Competition Authority

· Marc van der Woude, Judge at the General Court 


Registration is now closed. The conference will be retransmitted live on 2 February 2012 on the conference's website http://ec.europa.eu/competition/ecf. Reports of panel discussions will also be posted during the day. Conference materials, including recorded sessions, will be available online in the days following the event 

Further information:

Event webpage: http://ec.europa.eu/competition/information/european_competition_forum_2012/index.html
Contact:

Marisa Gonzalez Iglesias 
+32 (0)2 295 1925
Marisa.gonzalez-iglesias@ec.europa.eu
Friday 3 February

 'Big Data' – The Digital Agenda for Europe and Challenges for 2012, Dublin
On Friday 3 February, Anthony Whelan, Head of Cabinet to Digital Agenda Commissioner Neelie Kroes, will address the Institute of International and European Affairs on the "Digital Agenda for Europe and Challenges for 2012".
 

Mr Whelan's presentation will outline the Commission's plans in this area and put them in the context of other initiatives – on data protection, cloud computing, network security and the 'internet of things' – that the Commission is currently undertaking.  

Further information: 

IIEA website: http://www.iiea.com/events/big-data--the-digital-agenda-for-europe-and-challenges-for-2012 
Friday 3 February

Information day on the 6th call for proposals for the ICT policy support programme, Brussels 

An information day on the 6th call for proposals will be held on Friday 3 February 2012 in Brussels (Charlemagne building - Rue de la Loi 170 - B-1040 Brussels).  The presentations will begin at 10 a.m. (local time) but the welcome will be open from 9 a.m. (local time) onwards.  We advise arriving early as security, collection of badges, etc. does take time.
Please note that the registration system allows you to make your profile public, to provide links and to upload documents, and to contact other people signed up to this conference (and who agreed to be contacted).

 

Background information

The ICT Policy Support Programme (or ICT PSP) aims at stimulating innovation and competitiveness through the wider uptake and best use of ICT by citizens, governments and businesses. It is part of the Competitiveness and Innovation framework Programme (CIP).

Further information:

Event webpage: http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/ict_psp/index_en.htm
Contacts:

Ryan Heath 

+32 2 296 17 16 
ryan.heath@ec.europa.eu
Linda Cain 

+32 2 299 90 19 
linda.cain@ec.europa.eu
Monday 6 February 

"European Economic Policy - What's in it for Ireland", Sligo

On Monday 6 February, the European Commission Representation in Ireland is organising a seminar on "European Economic Policy - What's in it for Ireland" in the Institute of Technology, Sligo.

Speakers include Minister of State for European Affairs, Lucinda Creighton TD; Dan O’Brien, Irish Times Economics Editor; and Nigel Nagarajan, Resident Adviser on Economic and Financial Affairs to the European Commission.

Those in attendance will also have an opportunity to voice their opinions and ask any questions they may have about the current economic situation.

The seminar is scheduled to take place in the evening, starting between 6.00pm and 6.30pm, with registration and light refreshments in advance of the presentations.   

Attendance at these seminars is free of charge.

If you are interested in attending the seminar, please register with the European Movement at: events@europeanmovement.ie  

Tuesday 7 February

Safer internet day 2012 

Safer internet day is organised by Insafe each year in February to promote safer and more responsible use of online technology and mobile phones, especially amongst children and young people across the world.
2012 edition will take place on Tuesday 7 February 2012 and will be centred around the theme of connecting generations and educating each other, with the slogan: 'Discover the digital world together... safely!'.
The connecting generations topic examines the influence of the online world across all generations and cultures and encourages families to work together to stay safe online.

If you wish to take part in the event, please visit saferinternetday.org for more information and to download SID promotional materials and resources.

Further information: 

Event webpage: http://www.saferinternetday.org/web/guest/home
Contacts:

Ryan Heath 

+32 2 296 17 16 
ryan.heath@ec.europa.eu
Linda Cain 

+32 2 299 90 19 
linda.cain@ec.europa.eu
Tuesday 7 February
Innovation Union Scoreboard reveals Member States' innovation performance, Brussels 

On 7 February 2012, Commissioner Máire Geoghegan-Quinn will present the Innovation Union Scoreboard 2011 that benchmarks EU Member States' innovation performance and potentials. The Scoreboard highlights who are the innovation leaders, followers, moderate innovators and modest innovators in the EU and how they have evolved since the last Scoreboard a year ago. European Commission Vice President Antonio Tajani and Commissioner Máire Geoghegan-Quinn will present the latest report comparing innovation performance in the EU-27 Member States based on clear performance indicators.
The Scoreboard is part of the Europe 2020 flagship "Innovation Union". It complements the "State of the Innovation Union" report (December 2011) that looks into the EU's and the Member States' innovation policy actions by statistical analysis. It tracks the progress towards a more innovative European economy, i.e. a vital element of the smart growth objective of Europe 2020 strategy. The Scoreboard covers the EU Member States, candidate and associated countries, and some of the most important global partners, such as the US, Japan and the BRIC countries.

The event: 

Press conference by Antonio Tajani and Máire Geoghegan-Quinn (time to be confirmed)

IP and Memo will be available on the day.

Further information:

Innovation Union Scoreboard 2010
Innovation Union
MEMO/11/872 State of the Innovation Union – Progress report issued by the European Commission

Contacts: 

Carlo Corazza:
+32 (0)2 295 17 52
carlo.corazza@ec.europa.eu
Sara Tironi:

+32 (0)2 299 04 03
sara.tironi@ec.europa.eu
Michel Jennings:
+32 (0)2 296 33 88
michael.jennings@ec.europa.eu
Monika Wcisło:
+32 (0)2 295 56 04
monika.wcislo@ec.europa.eu
Wednesday 8 February
Alert Mechanism Report on the prevention and correction of macro-economic imbalances, Brussels
On 8 February, the European Commission will present its first Alert Mechanism Report (AMR) under the new surveillance procedure on the prevention and correction of macro-economic imbalances. The AMR assesses for which Member States further in-depth study into possible risks of imbalances appears to be required.
This assessment is based on an economic reading of a scoreboard of selected economic indicators. This will be the first time the Commission presents this report since strengthened rules on economic governance, the so-called "six pack" entered into force on 13th December 2011.  

Further information:

Press conference by Commissioner Olli Rehn, followed by a technical briefing off the record (time to be confirmed).

Memo on the entering into force of the six-pack entered into force: (MEMO/11/898)
Contacts: 

Amadeu Altafaj Tardio:   
+32 2 295 26 58  amadeu.altafaj-tardio@ec.europa.eu
Vandna Kalia:

 
+32 2 299 58 24 vandna.kalia@ec.europa.eu
Wednesday 8 February
Commission proposes a European Statute for Foundations, Brussels
On 8 February, the Commission will present a draft regulation creating a European Foundation Statute. This Statute will focus specifically on foundations pursuing public benefit causes.
The main benefits of using this new, optional, Statute will be that:
· European Foundations will be subject to uniform requirements across the EU; 
· European Foundations will receive the same tax advantages as granted by Member States to their national foundations without any additional procedures or costs.
· Foundations will receive a "European Foundation" label which will make them recognisable to donors in other countries.
As a result, the legal and administrative costs of foundations' cross-border operations will be reduced and foundations will contribute more to the social economy and to financing innovative initiatives for the benefit of the public.

Further information:

http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/company/eufoundation/index_en.htm
Commissioner Michel Barnier's website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/barnier/index_en.htm  
Contacts: 

Chantal Hughes:

+32 2 296 44 50
Chantal.Hughes@ec.europa.eu
Carmel Dunne:

+32 2 299 88 94
Carmel.Dunne@ec.europa.eu
Thursday 9 February

Governing Council of the European Central Bank, Frankfurt

Information: http://www.ecb.int/events/calendar/mgcgc/html/index.en.html
Thursday 9 and Friday 10 February

Conference on "diabesity" - a worldwide challenge, Brussels
Organised by the European Commission on the subject of "Towards a global initiative on gene-environment interactions in diabetes/obesity in specific populations", this conference will bring together:
· Leading scientists in the field from across the globe 

· National funding agencies from different parts of the world 

· National, European and international policy-makers 

· Other key players in the field 

Under its current research framework programme, the European Union supports a series of major scientific projects to better understand and combat type-2 diabetes. Each project focuses on a different region of the world. The conference will take this global approach further by presenting the state of play and by exploring opportunities for even greater international cooperation and new partnerships.
Further information:

Conference webpage: http://ec.europa.eu/research/health/events-12_en.html
Contacts: 

Michel Jennings:
+32 (0)2 296 33 88
michael.jennings@ec.europa.eu
Monika Wcisło:
+32 (0)2 295 56 04
monika.wcislo@ec.europa.eu
Monday 13 to Thursday 16 February

European Parliament Plenary Session, Strasbourg

For information go to: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/home.html
Tuesday 14 February

Transport, Telecommunications & Energy (Energy) Council, Brussels

The Council (Transport, Telecommunications and Energy) works among other things to promote transportation by land, sea and air, to liberalize markets for IT and telecommunications as well as to promote reliable and climate friendly energy supplies at reasonable prices. The Council comprises of the Ministers responsible for either transportation, telecommunications or energy, depending on which items are on the agenda, and they typically meet every second month.
Further information:

http://eu2012.dk/en/Meetings/Council-Meetings/Feb/TTE-Energy

Tuesday, 14 February

European year for active ageing and solidarity between generations, Brussels

Population ageing presents a number of challenges for our society. This is why the European Union designated 2012 as the “European Year for Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations”. Active ageing is about creating a wide range of opportunities for older people to stay in control of their own lives. In the beginning of the European Year the Committee of the Regions will invite local and regional stakeholders to discuss the theme.

 

The Forum will focus on the multilevel governance approach of the policy domain and will highlight how local and regional actors improve the conditions for active ageing in the three major thematic strands of the EY, each of which closely related to the competences of the CoR: Employment, Participation in Society and Independent Living. The Forum will consist of plenary sessions, confronting European and regional policy makers, and of interactive workshops, presenting best practice from all over Europe.
Further information:

Event webpage: www.cor.europa.eu/EY2012
Wednesday 15 February 

"European Economic Policy - What's in it for Ireland", Limerick

On Wednesday 15 February, the European Commission Representation in Ireland is organising a seminar on "European Economic Policy - What's in it for Ireland" in Limerick Institute of Technology (Room 3A05, Main Campus Building), Moylish Park, Limerick.

Speakers include former President of the European Parliament, Pat Cox and Nigel Nagarajan, Resident Adviser on Economic and Financial Affairs to the European Commission.

Those in attendance will also have an opportunity to voice their opinions and ask any questions they may have about the current economic situation.

The seminar is scheduled to start at 6.00pm with registration and light refreshments in advance of the presentations.  It is expected to close at 8 p.m.

Attendance at these seminars is free of charge.

If you are interested in attending the seminar, please register with the European Movement at: events@europeanmovement.ie or call 01 662 5815.

Friday 17 February
Visit of European Commissioner for Inter-institutional Affairs and Administration to Ireland
On Friday 17 February, EU Commissioner for Inter-Institutional Affairs and Administration, Marcoŝ Šefcovic, will be in Dublin for a meeting with Irish NGOs, charities, rural organizations, government agencies and media about the EU's new European Citizens' Initiative. The meeting will take place in European Union House, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2.
The Citizens' Initiative will introduce an exciting new form of participatory democracy to the EU, the first such transnational instrument of participatory democracy in history. 
The initiative requires a minimum of 7 citizens from 7 Member States to form a committee that will register a petition to the Commission. As long as the proposal is not 'manifestly contrary' to the EU's values, the committee will then have a year to gather a minimum of one million signatures either on paper or online, to be submitted to the Commission for consideration. 

Major social networking sites Twitter and Facebook, as well as search engine Google, have agreed to support the new initiative.

This represents a major step forward in the democratic life of the EU and a concrete example of how Europe's citizens can be brought closer to the decision making process of the EU's institutions.

Further information:
European Citizens Initiative: http://ec.europa.eu/citizens-initiative/public/welcome?lg=en
Commissioner Šefcovic's website: 
Friday 17 February

Employment, Social, Health & Consumer Affairs Council, Brussels

The Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council (EPSCO) is composed of employment, social protection, consumer protection, health and equal opportunities ministers, who meet around four times a year.

Further information:
Event webpage: http://eu2012.dk/en/Meetings/Council-Meetings/Feb/EPSCO
Monday 20 February

Visit by European Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Responses to Dublin

European Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Responses, Kristalina Georgieva will visit Dublin on Monday 20 February.

During her visit the Commissioner will deliver a keynote address on "Principles and Priorities Underpinning Humanitarian Aid" on Monday 20 February at 12.45 p.m. at the Irish Aid Volunteering & Information Centre, O’Connell Street, Dublin 1. 
The Commissioner will discuss the importance of strengthening the synergy between humanitarian aid and development policy, and improving the efficiency and effectiveness of this aid. She will also underline the need for a principled approach to humanitarian action, based on impartiality, neutrality and non-discrimination. 

Further information:
IIEA website: http://www.iiea.com/events/principles-and-priorities-underpinning-humanitarian-aid
Commissioner Georgieva's website: http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/georgieva/index_en.htm
Monday 20 February

Eurogroup meeting, Brussels

The Eurogroup, composed of the Member States whose currency is the euro, meets normally the day before the Economic and Financial Affairs Council meeting and deals with issues relating to the Economic and Monetary Union (EMU).

Further information:

Eurogroup website: http://www.consilium.europa.eu/policies/the-eurogroup.aspx?lang=en
Monday 20 and Tuesday 21 February

Competitiveness Council, Brussels 

The EU ministers responsible for the single market, industry and research usually meet four times annually in the Competitiveness Council. The council is responsible for further developing the EU’s single market and ensuring the framework conditions for European industry and research. 2012 marks the 20 years anniversary of the launch of the Single Market and during the Danish Presidency the EU will negotiate a reform of the Single Market, which incorporates the latest digital development.

Further information:
Event webpage: http://eu2012.dk/en/Meetings/Council-Meetings/Feb/COMPET
Tuesday 21 February

Economic & Financial Affairs Council, Brussels

The ECOFIN Council covers the coordination of the economic policies. ECOFIN monitors the economy and keep control of the budgetary policy, public finances, the euro, financial markets and capital movements. It also prepares and adopts the annual budget for the EU together with the European Parliament. The Council consists of the Member States’ ministers of finance and economic affairs and they congregate about once a month, while the group of eurozone countries usually meet the day before.
Further information:

Event webpage: http://eu2012.dk/en/Meetings/Council-Meetings/Feb/ECOFIN
Thursday 23 February
Governing council meeting of the European Central Bank, Frankfurt

The Governing Council of the European Central Bank (ECB) takes its monetary policy decision for the euro area. Shortly after the meeting, the President of the ECB explains the decision in an introductory statement. This is followed by a question-and-answer session with media representatives. A few hours later the transcript of the press conference is published on the ECB website.

Further information:

http://www.ecb.int/events/calendar/mgcgc/html/index.en.html
Monday 27 February

Foreign Affairs Council, Brussels

Foreign Affairs Council sets the course for the EU's external action and ensures coherence of the EU’s different efforts in the area. The Council deals with issues concerning the common foreign and security policy, the security and defence cooperation, trade and development policy and the Member States are represented by different ministers depending on what is on the agenda. The Council is chaired by the permanent EU high representative Catherine Ashton, and it meets app. once a month.

Further information:
Event webpage: http://eu2012.dk/en/Meetings/Council-Meetings/Feb/FAC
Contacts:

Michael Mann 


+32 2 299 9780 
 Michael.Mann@ec.europa.eu

Susanne Kiefer 

+ 32 2 281 94 42 
susanne.kiefer@consilium.europa.eu

Tuesday 28 February
General Affairs Council, Brussels

In the General Affairs Council (GAC) the ministers coordinates the preparation of and follow-up on meetings in the European Council and covers dossiers of cross-cutting nature, thus affecting more than one EU policies - including negotiations on EU enlargement, preparation of the EU's multiannual financial frameworks and institutional and administrative matters. The council typically meets once a month and the Member States are represented by either their Minister of Foreign or European Affairs.
Further information:

http://eu2012.dk/en/Meetings/Council-Meetings/Feb/GAC
Tuesday 28 and Wednesday 29 February

SpaceEU: conference, exhibition & matchmaking, Brussels 

Drawing upon the successful results presented at the “Let's embrace Space - FP7 space conference 2011” organised by the European Commission and held in Budapest on 12-13 May 2011, the upcoming event is intended to build new perspectives and to exchange ideas on the themes introduced in Budapest.

SpaceEU is supported by the European Commission in the context of the FP7 project COSMOS, which is the network of National Contact Points (NCPs) for Space.

 

Background information on SpaceEU

The slogan of SpaceEU – Understanding, Matchmaking, Global Bridging – demonstrates the threefold objective of the event. SpaceEU explains the European Space landscape with European Commission, ESA and national actors as well as industry. It will enable participants to meet potential research and business partners. It will provide an opportunity for European participants to make contact with international space-faring nations.

These objectives will be achieved through presentations by the most important European Space actors, an exhibition with stands from EU, ESA, and Industry and a dedicated brokerage tool that enables pre-arranged face-to-face meetings of participants.

 

Contacts:
Carlo Corazza

+32 (0)2 295 17 52 

Carlo.Corazza@ec.europa.eu

Further information:
Event webpage: http://www.b2match.eu/spaceeu

Tuesday 28 February

Public hearing on the road haulage sector, Brussels

The Commission is carrying out a review of the state of the EU road haulage market and will deliver a report on the subject at the end of 2013. In order to prepare the drafting of this report, Vice-President Kallas brought together a high level group to provide a first independent expert opinion. This high level group is calling a public hearing on 28 February 2012 in Brussels to gather information from actors of the sector regarding the market situation.

Contacts:

Helen Kearns 

+32 (0)2 298 76 38 

Helen.KEARNS@ec.europa.eu

Dale Kidd

+32 (0)2 295 74 61 

Dale.KIDD@ec.europa.eu

Wednesday 29 February and Thursday 1 March

Conference on animal welfare, Brussels

The conference will launch the Commission’s strategy on animal welfare 2011 – 2015. Furthermore, the conference will focus on how to promote animal welfare through market-driven mechanisms; on how to optimise the enforcement of EU rules on animal welfare, and on the scientific development in the field of animal welfare.
The first day of the conference will focus on market-driven animal welfare with contributions from various stakeholders from businesses, NGOs and scientists. On the second day of the conference there will be two parallel sessions. One will be about enforcement of animal welfare legislation, the other will be about the progress of research in animal welfare.

Further information:

Event webpage: http://eu2012.dk/en/Meetings/Other-Meetings/Feb/Conference-on-animal-welfare
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