European Commission Representation in Ireland

Events in 2009
Another side to Afghanistan: 19 January to 6 February 2009
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SAFE (Support for Afghan Further Education), held a photographic exhibition entitled "Another Side to Afghanistan" at European Union House, Dublin from 19 January to 6 February 2009.

This exhibition, organised with the cooperation of the European Commission Representation in Ireland, documented SAFE's work in rural areas of Afghanistan. The photographs were taken by SAFE's Chairman, Terence O'Malley and were complemented by examples of Afghan embroidery. Some of the images from the exhibition can be viewed here.

For more information about SAFE, see: www.safeafghanistan.ie
Coastwatch conference on coastal resource management: 12 February 2009

On 12 February, Coastwatch Ireland held a one-day conference at European Union House on Irish coastal resource management. The conference brought together key maritime stakeholders with an interest in maintaining the unique environment in and around Ireland's coast line. The stakeholders also looked at best practices that have been adopted throughout the EU in protecting costal resources. The conference was opened by Trevor Sargent T.D., Minister for Food and Horticulture at the Department of Agriculture.

The conference was also addressed by Richard Bates of the European Commission's Maritime Affairs Directorate General who talked about eco-labels for fish and aquaculture products, and gave an update on the rules applying to organic aqua culture.

Mock European Council Debate for Secondary Schools: 24 March 2009
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On Tuesday, 24 March, the European Commission Representation hosted a Model European Council Debate for Secondary Schools on renewable energy targets. The debate took place at the Dublin Castle Conference Centre.

The students debated a mock proposal for an EU Directive on renewable energy targets, namely that:
All EU Member States should produce 50% of their energy from renewable energy sources by 2020.
The two winning teams were from St Colman's in Claremorris, Co. Mayo, representing Cyprus and Arklow Community School Co. Wicklow representing Greece. Wellington College, Belfast, representing the Czech Republic was the runner-up.

The Council was opened by Minister for European Affairs Dick Roche T.D. and chaired by Ruairí Quinn T.D., Labour Party Spokesperson on Education and Science.

Before the debate the teams were briefed by embassy diplomats of the Member States they were representing. This gave the students an understanding of what to expect when they started their negotiations.

After a lively debate with well-informed contributions from all the participating teams, a vote was taken. The proposal was narrowly rejected .
The winning teams were presented with the "Euroscola" prize given by the European Parliament. Students and teachers from the Arklow Community School and St Colman's will get to travel to Strasbourg to see the European Parliament in action.

The teams were judged on the merit of their debating skills and a 500 word project on renewable energy targets submitted. The students from Wellington College were each rewarded with an ipod shuffle.

The day's proceedings can be viewed on http://www.euireland.tv/previous.php
See here for the full list of schools that took part in the Mock Council.

Launch of UNHCR educational toolkit on migration and asylum in the EU, 26 March 2009
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On Thursday 26 March, the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted the launch of an educational toolkit on migration and asylum in the EU aimed at secondary school students.

The launch was performed by Conor Lenihan TD, Minister of State with special responsibility for Integration Policy, together with Manuel Jordão of the UNHCR and Theodora Suter of the IOM.

The pack consists of a DVD and manual, showing individual stories of young people who have had to leave their own countries for one reason or another and make a new life in Europe. After watching an excerpt of the DVD, students from Castleknock Community College were also on hand to discuss what they thought needed to be done to promote a positive attitude towards multiculturalism in Irish society.

The toolkit and DVD can be downloaded from the UNHCR's website www.unhcr.ie. Should you wish to avail of a hard copy please contact the UNHCR in Ireland on 01-6314614.

Prague– Dublin – Paris Photographic Exhibition: 3-27 March 2009
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The Embassies of France and of the Czech Republic joined forces to present a cooperative photographic initiative in European Union House from 3 to 27 March 2009.

The works on show were the outcome of a cultural exchange project between photographic students in Ireland, France and the Czech Republic. Photography students from three schools: IADT, Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art, Design and Technology, FAMU the Academy of the Performing Arts in Prague, and ENSP, the French National Photography School in Arles, travelled to each other’s capital cities to create some exciting images.

Conference: "Challenges for Irish Women in these difficult Economic Times", Dublin, 4 April 2009
What role can women play in the national and global recovery? Do we need more female leadership in politics and society? Are women losing out more in the current downturn? These are some of the questions that were asked and answered at a special one day conference "Challenges to Irish women in the current economic climate", that took place at the European Commission Representation in Dublin, on Saturday, 4 April.

More than 100 women leaders (and some men), from all walks of life, came together to exchange views on what needs to be done to lead a recovery. Each speaker looked at the recession from a different angle: economic, social, European and financial. But they also looked ahead to find out how women can create new opportunities and find solutions in these challenging times.

Olivia O'Leary chaired the event and the keynote speakers included tax expert Suzanne Kelly, leading psychiatrist Dr Patricia Casey, Sean Burke of Enterprise Ireland and Siobhan Duffy, solicitor and expert in European affairs.

Attendees at the event also included Mary-Lou McDonald MEP and Sinead Ni Bhroin (Sinn Féin candidate in the European elections), Nessa Childers, (Labour Party candidate in the European elections), Pauline Walley (Senior Counsel), women NGO and business leaders, lawyers and academics.

Information evening on career opportunities with the EU institutions, 6 April 2009

An information evening was held at the European Commission Representation in Dublin on 6 April for people interested in a career with the EU institutions or considering a career in translation or interpreting.

Speakers included:

· Helen Campbell works in the interpreting service of the European Commission in Brussels. Ms Campbell's presentation focused on the realities of working for the EU institutions and other international organisations such as the United Nations and was followed by a question-and-answer session.

· Francis Jacobs, Head of the European Parliament Office in Ireland. Mr Jacobs provided a brief introduction to the European Parliament and discussed the various possibilities for graduates who are interested in working for the Parliament. He also responded to questions from students.

EU Parliamentary ‘Hustings’ on Child Poverty, 27 April 2009

On the afternoon of 27 April, the End Child Poverty Coalition organised an EU Parliamentary ‘Hustings’ on Child Poverty where each of the political parties fielding a candidate for the forthcoming EU elections was asked the question: “Why are you and your party best placed to tackle child poverty at national and European Level?” This event took place at the European Commission Representation, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2.

The purpose of the event was to raise awareness of the issue of tackling child poverty among politicians, policy makers and the public at large in the run up to the European elections and to promote solutions to end child poverty. The afternoon’s proceedings were chaired by Eileen Dunne.

The panel included:

-    Caroline Simons, Libertas
-    Mary Lou McDonald, Sinn Finn
-    Marian Harkin, Independent
-    Deirdre de Burca, Green Party
-    Proinsias De Rossa, Labour
-    Senator John-Paul Phelan, Fine Gael
-    Eibhlin Byrne,  Lord Mayor of Dublin, from Fianna Fáil

For further information please contact Caroline Fahey, Society of St. Vincent de Paul: caroline.fahey@svp.ie.
Czech photography exhibition: 16 to 30 April 2009

In cooperation with the Embassy of the Czech Republic in Ireland and to mark the Czech Presidency of the European Union, the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted a special photography exhibition entitled "The Graceful and Defenceless" (Šumná a Bezbranná).

The exhibition, which was based on large-format photographs, focused on the state of historical buildings and architectural structures, many of them controversial, in the Czech Republic. The photographs were accompanied by short texts and poems.

The stark black and white photographs depicted neglected and dilapidated buildings and structures - products of a style of architecture which appears no longer to be appreciated by the public. The large format photographs taken by Michael Míček were displayed alongside short verses by David Vávra and Radovan Lipus, who attended the launch.

The exhibition was open to the public at European Union House, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2, from 16 to 30 April. 

Launch of "The Politics of Language and Nationalism in Modern Central Europe", 5 May 2009

On the Tuesday 5 May 2009, "The Politics of Language and Nationalism in Modern Central Europe" by Dr Tomasz Kamusella was launched at the European Commission Representation in Dublin.

Dr Tomasz Kamusella is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Opole, Poland. He is also the current Thomas Brown lecturer in the Department of Russian and Slavonic Studies in Trinity College, Dublin.

"The Politics of Language and Nationalism in Modern Central Europe" takes an in-depth look at the issues of language and nationalism in Central Europe during the 19th and 20th centuries.

See here for more information about the book.

Celebrate Europe Day 2009 with "A Taste of Europe", Dublin, 9 May

To mark Europe Day 2009, the European Commission Representation was open to the public on Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 May. The open days also featured:

-    3 daily jazz recitals on 9 and 10 May by pianist Fergus Sheil;

-    A range of European desserts presented by the EU embassies to Ireland.

A number of other events took place around Ireland. These included the following events organised by the Europe Direct Centre network:

· Ballinasloe, Co. Galway: Open Day on 9th May

· Blanchardstown, Dublin: Exhibition on the European Elections - the importance of voting, how to register, sample ballot papers, profile of candidates. Saturday 9th May: Quiz to mark Europe Day for Adults, teenagers and younger children. Questions are all European themed and prizes will be awarded to the winners.
· Carraroe, Co. Galway: 9th May, Open Day for the public with tea and coffee being served

· Dundalk, Co. Louth: Scottish poet Sandy Sneddon will be reciting poetry on Tuesday 12th May.  Drogheda Library: A multi-cultural exhibition will take place from 5th-9th May in conjunction with all local primary schools. Art work and essays created by the children will on display in the library.
· Letterkenny, Co. Donegal: Display on 'Creativity and Innovation' for Europe Day (and the month of May). A Eurojus clinic is also taking place with Siobhan Duffy on Fri, 8 May 11.30am - 1.30pm

Whale exhibition to mark European Maritime Day, 13-22 May 2009

To mark European Maritime Day on 20 May, the Irish Whale and Dolphin Group put an exhibition on Irish whales and dolphins on display at the EU Commission Representation in Dublin.

The title of the exhibition, "Flukeprints" was derived from the 'foot print' made on the surface of the ocean by the tail (fluke) of a whale as it dives. This photographic display showed Ireland’s 24 species of whales and dolphins and the pioneering monitoring and conservation work of the Irish Whale and Dolphin Group.

Check the IWDG website at www.iwdg.ie and discover daily where you can see whales and dolphins in Ireland.

Photography exhibition "Images from Slovenia and Ireland": 26 May to 5 June 2009
In cooperation with the European Commission Representation and the European Parliament Office in Ireland, the Slovenian Embassy launched a new photographic exhibition, "Images from Slovenia and Ireland". This featured a series of photographs from Irish and Slovenian photographers.

On the invitation of H.E. Mr Franc Mikša the Ambassador of Slovenia to Ireland, five photographers, Audrey Ryan and Michael Larkin from Ireland and Igor Hrvatin, Katarina Škerjanec and Amalija Jelen Mikša from Slovenia, were invited to contribute works that best reflected their national landscape and heritage.

The resulting exhibition compared and contrasted Slovenian and Irish landscapes and gave the observer an opportunity to explore similarities despite 2000km of separation.

Launch of Anthology of Six Polish Poets: 2 July 2009
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The launch of "Six Polish Poets: An Anthology" took place at European Union House, Dublin on the evening of 2 July.

The launch was accompanied by readings, in Polish and in English, by Polish poets, Dariusz Suska and Maciej Woźniak.

This event was organised in partnership with the Polish Book Institute, the Ireland-Poland Cultural Foundation and the Polish Embassy in Dublin.

Information about the poets:
Dariusz Suska was born in 1968 in Złotoryja, 90 kilometres west of Wrocław. He studied experimental physics at the universities of Wrocław and Warsaw, and information technology as a post-graduate, but he has not taken up either professionally. He has published several books of poetry, of which Wszyscy nasi drodzy zakopani ("All Our Dear Ones Buried", 2000) won an award from the Polish Society of Book Publishers and was nominated for the Nike Award. Another collection, Cała w piachu ("Covered in Sand", 2004) was on the Nike shortlist. His most recent book, Czysta ziemia ("Pure Earth"), appeared in February 2008. He lives in Warsaw with his wife Aneta, who is the author of a book about Japanese cinema, and their five-year-old daughter Natasza.

Maciej Woźniak, born in 1969, is a poet and music critic. His poetry books are: Srebrny ołowek ("Silver Pencil", 1998), Illuminacje. Zaćmienia. Szarość ("Illuminations - Eclipses - Greyness", 2000), Obie strony Światła ("Both Sides of the Light", 2003) and Wszystko jest cudze ("Everything is Alien", 2005). He has also published reviews, columns and essays on music in journals including Tygodnik Powszechny and the literary periodical Studium. He lives in Płock.

Visit of EU Employment Commissioner Vladimir Špidla to Ireland: 2-3 July 2009
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Commissioner Špidla arrived in Dublin on the afternoon of Thursday 2 July. During his stay in the capital he had meetings with Tánaiste Mary Coughlan and Minister for European Affairs Dick Roche. The Commissioner also met with senior representatives from ICTU (Irish Congress of Trade Unions) and IBEC (Irish Business and Employers Confederation).

On Friday 3 July, the Commissioner travelled to Limerick where he had meetings with local community representatives involved in the Moyross Regeneration project and with workers made redundant from the Dell plant.

Commissioner Špidla's programme also included a tour of the Shannon Training Centre, where Minister Dana Calleary was also present. At Shannon, he met with representatives of IDA (Industrial Development Agency), EI (Enterprise Ireland), FAS (The Training and Employment Authority) and SH (Shannon Development).

For more about Commissioner Špidla, visit his website at: http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/spidla/index.cfm?langId=en
Lithuanian Photography exhibition: 7 - 17 July 2009

Lithuania celebrates its Millennium year in 2009. A number of events have been planned to commemorate this special anniversary; the capital, Vilnius, is European City of Culture for 2009; and 120 Lithuanian yachtsmen will circumnavigate the globe to mark the uniting of Lithuanians around the world.

In support of this odyssey and to celebrate the millennium year, the European Commission Representation hosted a photography exhibition featuring the best moments of the millennium events that took place in Ireland: launch of two collaborative exhibitions by artists Ema Rimeikaite-Kersuliene, Jolita Jarutiene and the Artists’ Association of Lithuania, the arrival of S/Y ‘Ambersail’ in Dublin and events at the Lithuanian Embassy in Dublin.

The photography exhibition was produced in close cooperation with Ieva Sungailaite, President of Lithuanian Photography Club in Ireland ‘Fotomanai’.

Visit of Commissioner Neelie Kroes to Dublin: 16 - 17 July 2009

EU Commissioner for Competition Neelie Kroes visited Dublin on 16 and Friday 17 July 2009.

During her visit, Commissioner Kroes met with the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment, Mary Coughlan and with the Minister for Finance, Brian Lenihan. She also met with the Competition Authority.

The Commissioner also gave a keynote address on "Competition Policy and the Financial Crisis" to the Irish Institute of European Affairs in addition to an address to the Irish Centre for European Law prior to her departure on Friday afternoon. See here for the Commissioner's address to the IIEA.

She also met with the "Women for Europe" group.

Commissioner Kroes' portfolio includes all areas of competition policy including EU rules on restructuring of banks, busting cartels, vetting of mergers, generic medicines and the pharmaceutical sector and the Microsoft antitrust cases.

Find out more about the Commissioner and her portfolio from her website: http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/kroes/index_en.html
Photography exhibition on the fall of the Iron Curtain, 20 - 31 July 2009
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To celebrate the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Iron Curtain, the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted a special photography exhibition at European Union House, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2.

The exhibition was open to the public from 20 to 31 July 2009.

Hungarian Poster Exhibition, 27 July - 7 August
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To mark the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Iron Curtain, the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted a special Hungarian poster exhibition entitled: Freedom and Democracy: From the dismantling of the Iron Curtain to Schengen".

This exhibition was open to the public from 27 July to 7 August 2009.

Free workshop on viral video making and distribution, 8 August 2009

On Saturday 8 August the European Commission Representation in Ireland and the Darklight Flim Festival held a special workshop on viral video making and distribution. This event was free to the public.

The European Commission Representation in Ireland and the Darklight Film Festival also held a competition for a short online film on the theme of 'Democracy & Dialogue' - and what it means to you. 

Exhibition: "The many faces of Europe's Capitals", 10 to 28 August

‘The Many Faces of Europe’s Capitals’ is a unique photographic exhibition that draws together images of what is unique and special about each of the capital cities within the member states of the European Union.

This exhibition was put together by Dublin City Council on behalf of the Union of the Capitals of the European Union (UCEU). It sought to capture the energy and spirit that mark Europe's great cities. The pictures captured the cities, their people and their creativity. They provoke the unexpected views that we often miss in a city.

The exhibition was open to the public at the European Commission Representation in Dublin from 10 to 28 August.

Visit of EU Consumer Affairs Commissioner Meglena Kuneva to Galway, 27 - 28 August 2009

EU Commissioner Meglena Kuneva visited Galway on Thursday and Friday (27th-28th August) to discuss ways in which consumer rights and protection can be enhanced during these tough economic times.

During her visit the Commissioner had meetings with Councillor Padraig Conneely, Lord Mayor of Galway, the Galway Chamber of Commerce, the European Consumer Centre and the Europe Direct Information Centre in Carraroe.

She also addressed a conference on "The Role of Women Consumers in Empowering Economic Recovery", which took place in the Meyrick Hotel, Galway on the evening of 27 August.

Meglena Kuneva was appointed EU Commissioner for Consumer Affairs in 2007 when Bulgaria joined the European Union. Before this Ms. Kuneva served as Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, Minister for Europe and as chief negotiator for Bulgaria during the accession negotiations.

The EU Consumer Affairs portfolio covers a wide range of important consumer issues including: product safety (from toys to electrical goods), misleading advertising, the sale of airline tickets online, internet shopping rights, basic consumer rights on the high street from legal warrantees to redress, price transparency, protection against holiday scams, bank switching, as well as emerging online issues for digital consumers like privacy rights, tracking and profiling.

Listening events and public discussions around Ireland, 17 to 31 August 2009

During August, the European Commission held a series of local listening events and public discussions which were designed to promote greater public understanding of the EU in Ireland. More of these events will take place in coming months.

The events were open to the general public and were also attended by local community groups and local representatives. Representatives from the European Commission Representation in Ireland were also present.

See below the dates and venues of events held to date:

	Date
	Venue
	Event
	Time

	17th August
	Bray Town Hall
	Listening event
	20.00hrs

	18th August
	Central Hotel, Exchequer St., Dublin 2
	Listening event, (environment NGOs)
	20.00hrs

	19th August
	Skylon Hotel, Drumcondra, Dublin 9
	Listening event
	20.00hrs

	24th August
	Clarion Hotel, Limerick
	Listening event
	20.00hrs

	26th August
	Jurys Inn, Cork
	Listening event
	20.00hrs

	27th August
	Granville Hotel, Waterford
	Listening event
	20.00hrs

	31st August
	Harbour Hotel, Galway
	Listening event
	20.00hrs


 

International Photo Exhibition: "A glimpse of Germany" 20 years after the fall of the Wall: 3 - 11 September 2009

A collection of photos and photo compositions presenting Germany as a tourist destination 20 years after the fall of the Wall is currently touring the world. “A glimpse of Germany” was on display in Dublin at the European Public Information Centre, Dublin from 3 September to 11 September 2009.

The exhibition is a retrospective of a photo competition organised by the German National Tourist Board in Frankfurt. Photo journalists were asked to submit works on the topic, "20 years after the fall of the Wall – Germany, a fascinating travel destination".

The images were shot between September 2008 and January 2009. The photo journalists visited both Berlin and one other Federal State which shared borders with the former “Iron Curtain”: Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt or Lower Saxony. Rick LeVert, travel writer and photographer, who took part for Ireland, travelled to Berlin and the former German-German border area. Rick first visited to Berlin in the late 1980s, moved there in 1991 and since then has travelled extensively throughout Germany. He now lives in Co. Donegal.

The exhibition was open to the public Monday to Friday, from 9 am to 5 pm from 3 to 11 September 2009.

For more information on Germany as a travel destination: visit www.germany-tourism.ie.

Visit of European Commissioner Margot Wallström to Ireland, 10-11 September 2009

European Commission Vice-President and Communications Commissioner Margot Wallström visited Ireland on Thursday 10 and Friday 11 September. Her visit took in Dublin, Athlone and Drogheda.

Following her arrival in Dublin on Thursday morning, the Vice-President made a keynote address to a Lisbon Treaty Business lunch at the RDS, organised by the European Chamber of Ireland.

Later in the afternoon, Vice-President Wallström addressed the Labour Women's conference at the Royal Hibernian Academy in Dublin.

The Vice-President travelled to Athlone where she participated in a public  listening event at the Athlone Institute of Technology.

On Friday morning, the Vice President travelled to Drogheda where she attended an event being organised by We Belong. This event provided the public with an opportunity to meet with the Vice-President and to discuss with her the subject of women and jobs.

Polish Greats series of meetings - Dermot Bolger on K. Kieslowski: 22 September 2009
In cooperation with the European Commission Representation in Ireland, the Ireland – Poland Cultural Foundation and the Polish Embassy in Dublin are holding a series of public meetings on Polish Greats (Irish artists on Polish inspirations).
The first of these meetings took place on Tuesday, 22 September in European Union House, Dawson Street, Dublin.

During the first meeting well-known Irish writer Dermot Bolger gave a talk about Poland’s best known film director Krzysztof Kieslowski.

EU Stand at the National Ploughing Championships, Cardenton, Athy, Co. Kildare, 22-24 September 2009

The European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted a marquee at this year's National Ploughing Championships in Cardenton, Athy, Co. Kildare.

To celebrate the Year of Creativity and Innovation, the theme for this year's marquee was creativity and innovation in science. This included:

-    the "talk to eu" messaging kiosk from which people were able to send their messages and questions to Europe;

-    "Rubot", the rubix-cube solving and talking robot;

-    and the "From Earth to the Universe" exhibition, on loan from the Armagh Planetarium.

Visitors also had the chance to ride the energy-producing bicycle and compare energy requirements for an ordinary light bulb and an energy-saving lightbulb.
Lesotho "Woven Art" Exhibition: 14 - 25 September 2009

In cooperation with the Embassy of the Kingdom of Lesotho in Ireland and Twinning the Kingdoms Waterville Friends of Lesotho, the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted an exhibition of Lesotho woven art from 14 to 25 September 2009.

Twinning the Kingdoms is a registered charity linking the Kingdom of Lesotho with Kerry. It is an independent, community-based voluntary organisation, whose mission is to link the people of Kerry with the people of Lesotho and to engage and involve both communities in bringing about improvements in the areas of health, education and enterprise.

Twinning the Kingdoms was introduced to Setsoto Designs in 2008 and have been assisting in bringing the talents and skills of the 70+ women who work as carders, spinners, dyers and weavers at the company into the global marketplace.

As part of this work, 13 Kerry artists donated stunning images to Twinning the Kingdoms to have woven at Setsoto Designs for an auction prior to Christmas 2008. The Friends of Lesotho, Waterville branch of Twinning the Kingdoms have commissioned one of each piece for this exhibition.
Culture Night, 25 September 2009

The European Commission Representation was open to the public until midnight on Culture Night, Friday, 25 September.

Our special guests on this occasion were a group of African performers – the dancers and musicians of "The Mayombe African Trio".

They are a Dublin based African percussion and dance ensemble. They have been performing together for several years and bring a skilfully executed mix of complex but easy-to-listen-to African music.
Alan Early wins the 2009 Democracy and Dialogue viral movie competition

Mr Alan Early was announced winner of the 2009 Democracy and Dialogue viral movie competition at an award ceremony that took place at the Lighthouse Cinema on Saturday night, 10 October, at the close of the three-day festival. Mr Early became a category winner as well as receiving a state-of-the-art Sony camera provided by Tyrell, "a leading creative technology solutions provider for the broadcast, post production, education & corporate sectors".

Mr Early's movie, Noise To Get Heard, looks at the issue of gay rights and won on creative merit, treatment of the theme (democracy and dialogue) and also on the number of views. Noise to Get Heard can be viewed at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iPOltU5Gz_M 

Entrants were asked to explore the importance of communications in democracy. The winner was selected on the basis of the creative merit, treatment of the theme and the number of viewers their video has had. The competition was open to all with an interest in films, professional and amateur alike.

Over 40 very high quality entries to this competition were received all of which can be viewed online.

The judging panel was made up of 2 FM DJ Rick O'Shea, Darklight Festival Director Derek O'Connor, film-maker James Kelly and film critic Kevin Coyne.

Some of the entries to the competition can be seen at: http://tinyurl.com/eudarklight 

In conversation with Paweł Huelle (Polish writer) and Antonia Lloyd-Jones (translator): 14 October 2009

In cooperation with the European Commission Representation in Ireland, the Polish Cultural Foundation and the Embassy of Poland in Ireland are organising a series of public meetings with Polish contemporary writers, “Irish Encounters with…”.

The most recent of these meetings, Irish encounters with Paweł Huelle, took place at European Union House on the evening of Wednesday 14 October.  

Paweł Huelle is a Polish novelist, university lecturer, journalist, director of the Gdansk Polish Television Centre and, most recently, a columnist with the "Gazeta Wyborcza". He has found enormous success as a writer and been honoured with many prestigious awards. His books were shortlisted for The Independent Foreign Fiction Prize twice: in 2006 (Mercedes Benz) and 2008 (Castorp).

Antonia Lloyd-Jonesis a leading translator of contemporary Polish prose into English. Among her many translations are Paweł Huelle’s Mercedes Benz, Castorp, Last Supper,Who was Weiser Davidek?, as well as House of Day, House of Night by Olga Tokarczuk and The Birch Grove and Other Stories by Jarosław Iwaszkiewicz. 
Exhibition on the History of Democracy: 5 - 23 October

From 5 to 23 October 2009, the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted an exhibition on the "History of Democracy". This exhibition traces the beginnings of democracy from Greek and Roman times right up to the present day, with a focus on democracy in today's Europe.

Photos of the exhibition can be viewed on Flickr.
Seminar commemorating 20 years of Polish political transition since 1989: 11 November 2009

To commemorate the 20th anniversary of 1989, when the first Round Table Talks between the communist government in Poland and Solidarność, the banned trade union, as well as the first free elections since the World War II, took place in Poland, the Polish Embassy in cooperation with the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted a seminar entitled “Road to Independence - Polish case study” on 11 November. 

The two principal speakers at the seminar were:

-    Zbigniew Bujak – an electrician and a foreman in Ursus, one of the biggest tractor factories in Poland in late 1970s and in 1980s, became chairman of the Warsaw Region branch of Solidarity in September 1980.  He was one of the leaders of the underground Solidarity movement in the 1980s in Poland, organising underground committees including underground press and radio.
Exhibition - "Moments in Time 1989/90": 5 - 19 November 2009

From 5 to 19 November 2009, the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted an exhibition about the events surrounding the Fall of the Berlin Wall in November 1989. The exhibition, which was entitled Moments in Time 1989/90", was presented by the Deutsche Kinemathek in co-operation with the Goethe-Institut of Ireland.
Based on snapshots, and footage from television and film, the exhibition “Moments in Time 1989/1990” presented a wealth of images generated by the turn of events between May 1989 and December 1990.

The exhibition was part of a multi-media project to mark the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, which included a film series and the film seminar “Tear Down That Wall” from 9 November until 1 December 2009 in the Irish Film Institute. www.ifi.ie 

For further information about this exhibition please visit www.wir-waren-so-frei.de 

The exhibition was open to the public at European Union House, Dawson Street, Dublin, from 5 to 19 November.

 – former journalist and current affairs radio producer with RTE, currently lecturer in the Department of Political Science of Trinity College Dublin. As a journalist she visited Poland on numerous occasions during the 1980s, where she had an opportunity to witness the political transition and to interview leaders of the Communist party as well as of the leaders of Solidarity.
Public Discussion on "Northern Ireland - New Politics, New Media", 30 November 2009

With the cooperation of the European Commission Representation in Ireland, the Dublin Group of the SDLP organised a public discussion on "Northern Ireland - New Politics, New Media" in European Union House, Dawson Street, Dublin on Monday, 30 November.

The discussion looked at the changing relationship between politics and the media, the experience of reporting on politics in the North and the challenges the SDLP faces in getting its message across.

The panel included:

Tom Savage: Chairman of the RTE Authority, leading broadcaster, producer and communications and public relations expert.

Deaglán de Bréadún: Political Correspondent and former Northern Ireland Editor, Irish Times. Author of ‘The Far Side of Revenge’, a history of the Peace Process.

Conall McDevitt: Chair, SDLP South Belfast, former SDLP Press Officer, former adviser to Brid Rogers, Minister for Agriculture, Managing Director, Weber Shandwick, Northern Ireland.

Exhibition on "Living and Working in Europe", 23 - 27 November 2009

From 23 to 27 November, the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted an exhibition entitled "Living and Working in Europe".

This exhibition, which was the initiative of the Dublin-based European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions, gave a snapshot of the living and working issues affecting people in the EU - including their wellbeing and happiness, feelings about the future, family life and working life. It also looked at how recent trends such as economic change and globalisation are shaping citizen's lives.

The exhibition was open to the public at European Union House 23 to 27 November 2009.

See here for more about the work of the European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions.
Public lecture on The Leader Cult in Modern European Dictatorships: 9 December 2009

On Wednesday 9 December the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted a lecture by Jan C. Behrends on "The Leader Cult in Modern European Dictatorships: A Typology of Charismatic Rule in Russia, Italy and Germany".

The lecture, which took place in European Union House, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin, was open to the public.

Jan Behrends lectures in the Department of Russian and Slavonic Studies in Trinity College Dublin.

Polish Greats - Brian Keenan on Joseph Conrad: 17 December 2009

In cooperation with the European Commission Representation in Ireland and the Embassy of Poland, the Ireland-Poland Cultural Foundation is organising a series of public meetings entitled "Polish Greats, Irish artists on Polish inspirations".

The most recent of these encounters took place at European Union House, Dawson Street, Dublin on Thursday 17 December 2009.

Jerzy Kosinski was born Józef Lewinkopf to Jewish parents in Łódź in 1933. As a child during World War II, he lived in central Poland under the false name his father forged for him: Kerzy Kosinski. The Painted Bird, the controversial and harrowing early novel which brought him fame, details the brutal experiences of a boy left homeless during the war. In 1957 he emigrated to the United States where he graduated from Columbia University and, in 1965, became an American citizen. The Painted Bird (1965) was followed by the novels Steps (1969), Being There (1971), The Devil Tree (1973), Cockpit (1975), Blind Date (1977), Passion Play (1979), Pinball (1982) and The Hermit of 69th Street (1988). Jerzy Kosinski died in 1991. Passing By: Selected Essays 1962-1991 was published in 1992.

Born in Belfast in 1961, Glenn Patterson is the acclaimed author of seven novels: Burning Your Own (1988), Fat Lad (1992), Black Night at Big Thunder Mountain (1995), The International (1999), Number 5 (2003), That Which Was (2004) and The Third Party (2007), a collection of non-fiction (Lapsed Protestant (2006) and the memoir Once Upon a Hill: Love in Troubled Times (2008). He has won numerous awards for his work. Glenn Patterson currently lectures in creative writing at the Seamus Heaney Centre for Poetry.  

Exhibition - History from behind the Iron Curtain, 2 - 18 December 2009

In cooperation with the Embassy of Poland in Ireland and the European Commission Representation in Ireland, the European Solidarity Centre and the Irish – Polish Society presented an exhibition commemorating the fight of the Polish nation against the communist regime. This exhibition was organised in commemoration of the 20th anniversary of the 1989 developments in Poland and Eastern Europe.

The exhibition presented modern history from 1945 to date with a particular focus on the role of Solidarity and its influence on the geopolitical changes in Europe and around the globe. Its object was to present Polish history within the wider European context.

The exhibition was divided into thematic blocks:
• post-1945 Europe,
• Everyday life behind the Iron Curtain,
• Social protests in Poland…
• …and in other countries,
• The birth of Solidarity,
• Martial Law in Poland,
• Sovereignty in Europe,
• The European Solidarity Centre in Gdańsk.
