EUROPEAN COMMISSION REPRESENTATION IN IRELAND

EVENTS 2010

Exhibition on Irish Biodiversity Projects: Thursday 9 to Friday 17 December

From Thursday 9 to Friday 17 December the European Commission Representation hosted an exhibition showcasing some of the 40 projects that took place in 2010 to celebrate Biodiversity during the 2010 UN Year of Biodiversity. The exhibition included images from events and projects, booklets, leaflets, posters, and models.

Fourteen members of the Irish Enviromental Network took part in ‘Celebrating Biodiversity’ projects and events. They were An Taisce, Bat Conservation Ireland, BirdWatch Ireland, Centre for Environmental Living & Training, Coastwatch, Eco-Unesco, Forest Friends, Hedge Laying Association of Ireland, Irish Natural Forestry Foundation, Irish Peatland Conservation Council, Irish Seal Sanctuary,  Irish Seed savers Association, Irish Whale & Dolphin Group, Irish Wildlife Trust.

During the 2010 UN Biodiversity Year the Irish Department of Environment, Heritage, and Local Government, National Parks and Wildlife Service provided the Irish Environmental Network (IEN) with a grant towards  biodiversity projects. The IEN put out a call for proposals among member groups working on biodiversity. The fund was well oversubscribed. Forty projects were then selected in order to maximise lasting result, geographic spread and stakeholders addressed.  A selection of these projects is being showcased in the exhibition.

The exhibition was open to the public on weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Public lecture on "EU Careers – opportunities for interpreters and translators": Wednesday 8 December

On Wednesday 8 December, the European Commission Representation in Dublin hosted a public lecture on career opportunities for interpreters and translators in the EU institutions.

There were two speakers – Helen Campbell and Austin Duff.

Helen Campbell works in the interpreting service of the European Commission in Brussels. Ms Campbell's presentation focused on the realities of working for the EU institutions and other international organisations such as the United Nations.

Austin Duff works as a translator in the Irish language Unit in the Directorate General for Translation of the European Commission in Brussels. Austin's presentation was delivered in Irish and focused on opportunities for translators in the European Commission, particularly for Irish language translators. He also gave a brief history of Irish language translation in the European Commission and talked about the future of Irish language translation in the Commission, as now foreseen, and about the short term recruitment plans of the Irish language Unit.

The presentations were followed by a question-and-answer session. 
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Coillte Exhibition - “Healthy Forests, Healthy People”, 16 to 29 November 2010

The European Commission Representation hosted the Coillte Exhibition "Healthy Forests, Healthy People" from Tuesday 16 to Monday 29 November at European Union House, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2.

Coillte own approximately 445,000 hectares (1,000,000 acres) of land in Ireland. This exhibition show-cased the best of the environmental and social benefits of Coillte’s forests.

See here 

EU Street Art’ - An exhibition of graffiti and stencil art: 1 - 12 November 2010
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From Monday 1 to Friday 12 November, the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted an exhibition of graffiti and stencil art entitled "EU Street Art". This exhibition was curated by Fiona Mulholland and was open to the public on weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the above dates.

The exhibition included works by ADW, Danleo, Adrian et Shane, Mick Minogue, Will St Leger and Jor/John O’Reilly.

'EU STREET ART' brought together a group of leading Irish artists working in the field of graffiti and stencil art. The artists were asked to produce two panels each illustrating their personal view of Europe today.

Exhibition - UNESCO World Heritage Sites in the South East of Europe: 24 September to 7 October 2010
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In cooperation with the European Commission Representation and the Embassy of Austria, Culture Matters presented an exhibition on UNESCO World Heritage Sites in the South East of Europe from Friday 24 September to Thursday 7 October 2010 at European Union House, Dublin.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) seeks to encourage the identification, protection and preservation of cultural and natural heritage around the world considered to be of outstanding value to humanity. 18 properties from different countries of South Eastern Europe forming part of the cultural heritage that the World Heritage Committee considers as having outstanding universal value are shown in this exhibition. The Cultural heritage sites presented here belong to all peoples of the region, Europe, world, irrespective of the territory on which they are located.

CULTURE MATTERS is an Austrian initiative to support the EU-integration of all South East European countries through increased cultural cooperation and by helping to put the cultures of this region more prominently on the mental map of Europe. Culture Matters seeks to deepen the awareness of the rich contribution South Eastern Europe has brought into European culture as a whole. This awareness should help foster the future integration of the entire region with the European Union and to promote a closer regional cooperation within the area.

Exhibition: "Ukraine through the eyes of Irish artists, Ireland through the eyes of Ukrainian artists": Monday 11 October to Friday 29 October

In cooperation with the Embassy of Ukraine in Ireland, the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted the exhibition "Ukraine through the eyes of Irish artists, Ireland through the eyes of Ukrainian artists" at European Union House, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin from Monday 11 to Friday 29 October 2010.
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The exhibition featured paintings by members of the National Union of Artists of Ukraine, Mrs. Tetyana Tsaryk and Mr. Andriy Ozernyy and Irish artist, Mr. John Murray.

Prints of paintings of Ukrainian landscapes by the prominent Irish political figure of 20th century, Countess Constance Markievicz were also on display giving the exhibition an additional artistic and historic dimension.

Artists are blessed with a talent to perceive the world more intensely, translating what their eye sees into the forms of art. Despite distances between Ukraine, being on the edge of Eastern Europe, and Ireland, being on the edge of Western Europe, “diplomatic” language of art speaks of proximity of both European cultures and does not need translation or “approximation”.

"Framed" admiration of the beauty of both countries conveyed plein air directly to the canvases appeals and covers distances despite the borders.

The exhibition was open to the public from 9 a.m to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday from 11 to 29 October 2010.

Pet-Art exhibition: Friday 24 September to Wednesday 29 September [image: image8.jpg]


2010

In cooperation with the European Commission Representation, the Czech Embassy in Ireland presented a photography exhibition entitled "PET-Art" from Friday 24 September to Wednesday 29 September 2010 at European Union House, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2.

PET-Art was an exhibition of photographs by Michal Cihlar, depicting the colourful sculptures of Czech artist, Veronika Richterova. Since 2004, Ms Richterova has been finding new life for used plastic (PET) bottles, creating an outstanding new branch of art.

The exhibition was open to the public from 24 to 29 September.
Conference - Delivering the Digital Agenda in Ireland and Europe: Monday 27 September

On Monday 27 September the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted a special conference entitled "Delivering the Digital Agenda in Ireland and Europe".

Martin Territt, Director of the European Commission Representation in Ireland gave the opening address while the keynote speech was delivered by Eamon Ryan TD, Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources.

Other speakers included:

· Anthony Whelan, Head of Cabinet to Ms. Neelie Kroes, European Commissioner for the Digital Agenda

· Professor Fionn Murtagh, ICT Director, Science Foundation Ireland

· John Doherty, Member of ComReg and Chair of BEREC

· Tim Fritzley, Chief Executive Officer, Intune Networks

· Paul O'Riordan, Managing Director Oracle Ireland

· Andrew Haire, Director of Corporate Affairs, Eircom Ireland

· Deirdre Garvey, CEO, The Wheel

· Tim Willoughby, Assistant Director, Local Government Computer Services Board

· Jerome Morrissey, Director, National Centre for Technology in Education

· Fran Thompson, Director of Information Services, HSE

The conference looked at what the Digital Agenda means for Ireland and Europe, the opportunities and challenges it presents for a competitive Ireland and combating the digital divide.

The conference was open to the public and was fully attended. See here [image: image1.png]


[429 KB] for further information.

Culture Night: Friday 24 September
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To celebrate Culture Night on Friday, 24 September, the European Commission launched two photography exhibitions, one from the Austrian Embassy and the other from the Czech Embassy at European Union House, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2.

Culture Matters is a travelling photography exhibition featuring 18 World Heritage sites in South-East Europe, presented by the Government of Austria and UNESCO. This exhibition seeks to deepen the awareness of the rich contribution South Eastern Europe has brought into European culture as a whole.

PET-Art is an exhibition of photographs by Michal Cihlar, depicting the colourful sculptures of Czech artist, Veronika Richterova. Since 2004, Ms Richterova has been finding new life for used plastic (PET) bottles, creating an outstanding new branch of art.

Music in the early evening was provided by Karin Leitner on flute and Teresa O'Donnell on Harp. Later in the evening, music was provided by the Aoife Doyle Band. The Aoife Doyle Band is an up and coming force on the music scene in Dublin. A native of Bray, Wicklow, Aoife comes from a long line of talented musicians, but has the added the advantage of having a degree in jazz music. This gives her ecletic repetoir of folk, rock and blues, among other styles, a unique edge and gives the band a lot of breathing space to stretch out on songs like Bob Dylan’s ‘I’ll Be Your’s Baby Tonight’ or The Band’s ‘Ophelia”, making it their own.

The Representation was open to the public from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. on Friday, 24 September.

European Commission Stand at the National Ploughing Championships, Athy, Co. Kildare: 21-23 September 2010
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The European Union’s stand at the National Ploughing Championships focused on agriculture in the EU and also presented a range of rural development projects co-financed under the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).

The main events were as follows:

Tuesday 21st September - afternoon – Bioenergy & Biomass 

Beneficiaries of EU funding shared their experiences about how they obtained funding, their work and successes

Wednesday 22nd September - afternoon – Food Demonstrations 

Demonstrations of food projects with free sampling of products

Thursday 23rd September - all day - Organic Farming 

Round table discussion on converting to organic farming, with practical demonstrations of meat and dairy projects

Every day: 

In addition there were lots of fun games and quizzes to test people's knowledge of agriculture and the environment, with great prizes to be won.

Experts were available to answer technical questions from farmers, the agricultural industry and anybody interested in EU matters. There were also a wide range of publications available on current EU agricultural topics and the EU in general.

Launch of Ireland and Europe brochure by Minister for the Environment John Gormley T.D., Monday 6 September 2010
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On Monday 6 September the Minister for the Environment, John Gormley T.D. launched a brochure entitled "Ireland & Europe – The European Union at Local and Regional Level in Ireland" at European Union House, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2.

This publication has been produced by the Irish Regions Office in Brussels and the European Commission Representation in Ireland and explains in a clear way the role of the Regional Authorities in managing EU funding.

The brochure:

• Examines the impact of the EU on the functioning of the Local Authorities

• Looks at the funding opportunities for Local and Regional Authorities

• Explains the various sources of funding and explains the various programmes and funds which are available

• Highlights success stories deriving from the use of EU funds

• Gives examples of benefits from some of the programmes and funds

Copies of the brochure can be requested from the European Commission Representation, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2, tel: 01-634 1111, email: eu-ie-info-request@ec.europa.eu or downloaded in low resolution here [image: image2.png]
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Exhibition by the German Embassy 'Wiederbesuchte Orte' (Revisited Places): Monday 5 to Friday 30 July
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The German Embassy in Dublin presented an exhibition called 'Wiederbesuchte Orte' (Revisited Places) at the European Commission Representation, European Union House, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2 from Monday 5 to Friday 30 July 2010.

The posters on exhibit showed the extent to which the reunification of Germany has affected towns [image: image13.jpg]


and landscapes.

All of the photographs in the exhibition were taken between 1990 and 2008 and are labelled in German and Englis

A photogallery featuring some of the photos from the exhibition is available here.

Journeys From Europe and Beyond (European Film Festival): Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 July

Curated for the Dun Laoghaire Festival of World Cultures, Journeys From Europe and Beyond comprised a series of films depicting the experience of ‘journey’. Cultures near and far came together to be discovered in this unique selection of films and documentaries presented by the European Commission and the European Parliament Offices in Ireland and which were on show at the Cinemobile, Royal Marine Hotel Garden, Dun Laoghaire on Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 July 2010.

Many thanks to the Embassies of Slovakia, Netherlands, United Kingdom, Romania, Czech Republic, Croatia as well as the Goethe Institut and the Cervantes Institut for their help in sourcing these films.

Details were as follows:

Saturday 24 July 

	Other Worlds (SK / U) 1pm - 2.15pm

Globalisation threatens a hidden part of Slovakia. Can traditional diversity survive in this ‘Little Babylon’?

	4 Elements (NL / 15) 2.45pm - 4.15pm

A journey with the men who seek to dominate that which cannot be controlled - Fire, Water, Earth and Air.

	Philanthropy (RO / PG 15) 4.45pm - 6.35pm

When Oviduiu, a 35 year old single teacher, meets jetsetting TV personality Diana, his life is suddenly turned upside down.

	One Day in Europe (DE / U) 7pm - 8.35pm

Four cities, four robberies. From Russia to Spain via Turkey. A comedy set against the backdrop of Champions League football fever.


Sunday 25 July 

	Moving to Mars (UK / PG) 1pm - 2.30pm

Two Burmese refugee families resettle in Sheffield, with moving and humorous consequences. An insight into the experiences of displaced people in the UK.

	14 Kilometers (ES) 3pm - 4.35pm

Stranded in the desert, three people find themselves fighting for survival on their quest for a better life in Spain.

	Marcela (CZ / 12) 5pm - 6.20pm

The true story of Marcela, her ups and downs as she goes through life. Winner of the Best European Documentary at the Seville Film Festival in 2007.

	Armin (CR / U) 7pm - 8.20pm

An important trip for Ibro and Armin as father and son seek out stardom in Zagreb. Will Armin fulfill his dream?


European Employment Circus visits Ireland - Saturday 3 July to Sunday 18 July
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The European Employment Fair visited Ireland in July to promote jobs, skills and opportunities from local to European level.

The fair is an initiative of the European Commission's Directorate General for Employment following the launch of the Renewed Social Agenda in July 2008, and was organised in Ireland by the European Commission Representation.

The fair, themed as a circus tent, was a fun and accessible way to bring the opportunities of Social Europe to as many people as possible. Social Europe offers real assistance to Europeans, from those who find a new job through the EURES portal to the 9 million people trained by the European Social Fund each year.

The event schedule for Ireland was as follows:

Dundrum Shopping Centre 
Saturday 3rd & Sunday 4th July, 12 Noon - 4pm each day

Temple Bar – Meeting House Square
Tuesday 6th & Wednesday 7th July, 1pm - 5pm each day

GalwayArts Festival 
Saturday 17th & Sunday 18th July, 1pm - 5pm each day

Find out more on the Social Europe Facebook page.

Information session - Europe 2020: Driving Forward the Innovation Agenda in Ireland: Thursday, 24 June 2010
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The European Commission Representation in Ireland organised an information session and update on the progress of the Europe 2020 Strategy on Thursday, 24 June from 8 to 10 a.m. in European Union House, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2.

Guest Speakers included:

- Mr. Batt O'Keeffe TD, Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Innovation

- Dr. Eckehard Rosenbaum, European Commission, Directorate-General Enterprise and Industry

- Ms Damini Kumar, Director of Design & Creativity, National University of Ireland, Maynooth

Minister O'Keefe said in his address that, "The new strategy is firmly focused on restoring competitiveness and increasing productivity. I welcome the strategy's strong references to research, development and innovation; the completion and implementation of the single market; employment activation measures, upskilling and training; a low-carbon green technology economy; sustainable use of resources, including the development of agriculture and food resources; and increased access to world markets to maximise the advantages of globalisation."

He further added, "These objectives are consistent with the Government's 'smart' economy plan and form the basis for our broader efforts to recover from recession and return to growth."

According to Dr Eckehard Rosenbaum of the European Commission, "The Europe 2020 agenda requires a coordinated European response. But if we act together, then we can fight back and come out of the crisis stronger - with more intelligent and more sustainable growth and with a society that leaves nobody behind. Europe 2020 will strengthen every link in the innovation chain, from "blue sky" research to commercialisation."

Damini Kumar of NUI Maynooth looked at what could be done to build a unique intellectual landscape in the country and said, "We need to use this crisis as an opportunity for reform and change, to move forward and create growth. Innovation and Creativity are at the heart of this change and a commitment to these is critical to the future growth and competitiveness of Europe and Ireland. Two ways of doing this is by investing in stronger collaborations between all sectors and by also nurturing creativity throughout the education system."

At the opening of the seminar, Martin Territt, Director of the European Commission Representation in Ireland, explained that Europe 2020 is the European Union's new strategy for sustainable growth and jobs. "It is designed to guide the actions of Member States and the EU in their efforts to exit the current economic crisis and be the catalyst for a Europe that is competitive and innovative and one that is inclusive, tackling poverty and inequality."

An outline of Europe 2020 

The 10-year Europe 2020 strategy sets out to boost competitiveness and productivity without hampering social cohesion. Five headline targets have been established to achieve this:

· 3% of the EU's GDP should be invested in research and innovation;

· Reduction of poverty;

· An employment rate of 75 % of the working age population;

· Meeting the EU's climate and energy targets: reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions, increased share of renewables in energy consumption and improved 
energy efficiency;

· Reduction of school drop-out rates and more students in higher education.
For more on Europe 2020 go to: http://ec.europa.eu/eu2020/index_en.htm 

Exhibition: "Old Istanbul: Modern Miniatures, Maps and Engravings": Monday 24 May to Friday 4 June
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In cooperation with the Turkish Embassy in Ireland, the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted the exhibition "Old Istanbul: Modern Miniatures, Maps and Engravings" at European Union House, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin from Monday 24 to Monday 31 May.

In addition to a number of miniatures, this exhibition featured the reproductions of a number of maps that have been selected from the work of the foremost cartographers and atlases of their time. This included maps that have become familiar through being reproduced in books about Istanbul and its history.

A photogallery featuring some of the images is available here.

The exhibition was open to the public from Monday 24 to Monday 31 May, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

European Neighbours Day, Friday 28 May

To celebrate European Neighbours Day on Friday 28 May, the European Commission Representation and the European Parliament Office
in Ireland hosted a coffee morning.

People working in the Dawson St / Kildare St / Molesworth St area, were invited to drop in for a coffee and to meet their "neighbours" between 10.30 a.m and 12.00 noon on Friday morning, 28 May.

Public Road Safety Forum and Signing of the European Road Safety Charter: Tuesday 18, and Wednesday, 19 May

On Tuesday 18 May the Department of Transport, in cooperation with the European Commission Representation in Ireland, organised a Public Road Safety Forum in European Union House, Dawson Street, Dublin.

The Forum was followed on Wednesday 19 May by the ceremony and signing event of the European Road Safety Charter. This event, which is co-organised by the Department of Transport and the European Commission Representation in Ireland, also took place at European Union House from 12.30 p.m. to 2 p.m.

Irish organisations as diverse as Headway and the Road Haulage Association signed up to the European Road Safety Charter for the first time on 19 May. They joined 36 other Irish organisations such as Dublin City Council and the AA, who were already signatories.

The European Road Safety Charter is a community of road safety practitioners. By April of 2010 more than 1,800 entities around Europe had signed the Charter and undertaken commitments providing a concrete response to the road safety problems they encounter in their daily work and lives.

Talktoeu public listening events in April and May 2010

The talktoeu programme run by the European Commission Representation in Ireland aimed to engage Irish citizens and let them know what the EU does and can do for them. It also aimed to gather the opinions and views of Irish citizens to help formulate effective new policies. 

In line with these goals, the talktoeu initiative held a series of listening events and public discussions, where people were invited to attend and ask questions about the EU and find out what the EU had done for the area in which they live.

See below for details of events that took place in April and May 2010.

	Date 
	Group 
	Theme 
	Venue 

	14 April at 2 p.m.
	SVdeP/APN/Simon Community
	European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion
	Royal Irish Academy, Dawson Street, Dublin 2

	20 April at 7.30 p.m.
	ICA/Network Ireland
	Questions and Answers on the EU
	Woodlands House Hotel, Adare, Limerick

	23 April at 7 p.m.
	Network Ireland
	Business Awards
	Claregalway Hotel, Claregalway

	27 April at 8 p.m.
	Network Ireland
	Questions and Answers on the EU
	Maudlins House Hotel, Naas

	28 April at 8 p.m.
	Network Ireland
	Questions and Answers on the EU
	Hotel Westport, Westport

	29 April at 6 p.m.
	IFPEO/IFO
	Reform of the Common Fisheries Policy
	Millpark Hotel, Donegal

	4 May
	Network Ireland
	Questions and Answers on the EU
	Tipperary
Venue and time TBC

	5 May at 7.30 p.m.
	Network Ireland
	Interacting with the EU
	Maryborough House, Cork

	5 May at 7.30 p.m.
	Network Ireland
	Questions and Answers on the EU
	Queen's Hotel, Ennis, Co. Clare

	6 May
	Network Ireland
	Questions and Answers on the EU
	Fairways Hotel, Dundalk, Co. Louth

	7 May at 10 a.m.
	Partners and Stakeholders
	Talking to the EU
	European Union House, 18 Dawson St, Dublin 2

	17 May
	Network Ireland
	Questions and Answers on the EU
	Waterford
Venue and Time TBC

	19 May
	Network Ireland
	Dublin Conference
	Aviva Stadium
Details TBC



“Rebirth” - Visual Art Exhibition by Ciprian Hopirtean: Thursday 6 to Friday 14 May
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In cooperation with the Romanian Embassy in Ireland, the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted an exhibition featuring the work of Ciprian Hopirtean, an emerging Romanian visual artist who lives in Galway, from 6 to 14 May. This exhibition also marked Europe Day on 9 May.

The title of this conceptual art exhibition, "Rebirth" spoke of the importance of ideas conveyed by a work of art, which takes precedence over its traditional creation. The main ideas and concepts that this young Romanian artist intended to emphasise referred to the power of rebirth from an old state of existence, marked by the tragedy of the passage of time to a new phase, featuring new values of which the most important is the value of hope.

Ciprian Hopirtean was born in Romania in 1977 and he graduated in Fine Arts in 2008.

Since 2009 he has chosen to live and create in Carraroe, Galway, where he has found inspiring human and geographic landscapes that challenge him to find their hidden value.

The exhibition was open to the public from Thursday 6 to Friday 14 May.

For further information, please contact the Embassy of Romania to Ireland at E-mail: ro_political2@eircom.net 

Europe Day: Sunday, 9 May
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Europe Day is celebrated all over Europe every year on 9 May. It is the occasion for activities and festivities that bring Europe closer to its citizens and the peoples of the Union closer to one another.

Europe Day 2010 marked the 60th anniversary of the "Schuman declaration". On 9 May 1950 Robert Schuman presented his proposal on the creation of an organised Europe, indispensable to the maintenance of peaceful relations. The proposal, known as the "Schuman declaration", is considered to be the beginning of the creation of what is now the European Union

This year, Europe Day was marked in Ireland with various events around Dublin's city centre as well as in the 8 Europe Direct Centres country-wide earlier in the week.

See below for details of some of the events that took place:

1. Events at European House - European Public Space 

• Friday 7th May: 11am - Prize-giving for the Eurotrip competition. For details: http://www.talktoeu.ie/eurotrip 

• Friday 7th May: 2-6pm - Special workshop for media students to address 'the EU Communication Challenge'. Participants heard from the Press Officer for the EU's new High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security, Darren Ennis and Independent MEP Marian Harkin, about their experiences with this challenge. 

• Europe Day, Sunday 9th May: 2-4pm "Afternoon Tea with Europe" - Open Doors Event. Tea/coffee and a selection of cakes supplied by the EU Embassies in Dublin to the tune the North Strand Kontra Band. The Lord Mayor of Dublin attended and made a speech.

• Exhibition from the Romanian Embassy by Romanian Artist resident in Ireland, Ciprian Hopirtean. Opened on Wednesday 5th May and ran until Friday 14th May.

• Exhibitions from the European Commission Representation Office put on display in UCC, UCD, City Hall and Civic Offices Woodquay.

City Hall: The History of Democracy
Civic Offices Woodquay: Climate Change
UCD: Equality
UCC: Eurotoons

• Ambassadors from the EU Embassies in Dublin visited schools in Dublin & Wicklow during the week leading into Europe Day

2. Events with Partners taking place on Europe Day, Sunday 9th May 

(Partners: Temple Bar Cultural Trust & Dublin City Council) 

• Filmbase, Curved Street, Temple Bar, 12pm to 5pm: Compilation of Irish Short Films which have won European Awards. Filmbase presented free screenings of short films by Irish filmmakers which have won recognition at European level.

• The National Gallery at 1pm and at 2pm: Free public tours Highlights of the European School of Painting, visiting works by European masters in the gallery’s permanent collection.

• DublinCity Gallery The Hugh Lane12pm: Sunday @ Noon Concert in the Sculpture Gallery. Concert featured Sephardic music, from the Jewish diaspora which spread around Europe following the Spanish Inquisition. 1.30pm: Public Lecture on the late Barry Flanagan - a Welsh sculptor resident in Ireland

• IMMA (Irish Museum of Modern Art) 12pm to 5.15pm: Francis Alÿs: Le Temps du Sommeil. Belgian artist Francis Alÿs is a compulsive wanderer, his personal explorations of the cities in which he finds himself form the basis for an eclectic body of work.
Further details: http://www.imma.ie/en/subnav_1.htm 

• European Flags were flown along one of Dublin City's riverside (Courtesy of Dublin City Council)

3. Regional Events 

• Heads of Regional Authorities made Europe Day speech

• Europe Direct Centres: Several of the centres held events in the run-up to Europe Day, including:

i. Blanchardstown Europe Direct: 

To celebrate Europe Day, the Europe Direct Centre at Blanchardstown Library held a junior and an adult quiz for all Eurovision song contest fans and admirers! Entrants got the chance to test their knowledge of the Eurovision and win some great prizes! They also held a Eurovision exhibition (5th - 29th May) when a dazzling array of Eurovision stars and facts were on display!

ii. Dundalk Europe Direct 

The Pied Piper of Hamelin 

To Celebrate Europe Day Louth County Libraries hosted a series of Workshops in conjunction with Encore Productions, a local Theatre group for adults with intellectual disabilities. A programme of workshops ran in Dundalk, Drogheda, Ardee and Carlingford libraries, commencing on Friday 7th May. The theme was "The Pied Piper of Hamelin" and the story was recreated through writing, poetry, song and improvisation workshops. This classical European tale was re-imagined in the contemporary context, looking at the experiences of the rats as well as the human protagonists, issues of economics and the life of the town and how decisions made affect the lives and destinies of all its citizens. Performing alongside the actors were the children from Clermont Minor choir who sang the children's songs in the production. During the workshops the actors presented the story of the pied piper and then focused on a scene or element of the story. The pupils then assisted in writing songs, poems and lines of dialogue and description through a lively interactive workshop.

My Place in Europe 

Louth County Libraries hosted a display to celebrate Europe Day. The display, entitled "My Place in Europe" ran from 11th-15th May in Ardee Library. It was based on projects completed by the local primary schools and secondary level school in Ardee. The projects were based on the students' interpretation of their place in the European Union and included letters to European penpals, written pieces about the local community and a visual display detailing European capitals, flags, national dishes and phrases in various languages.

Cookery with a European Flavour 

To further celebrate Europe Day, the ED Centre Dundalk hosted a cookery demonstration in Dundalk Library at 2.30pm on Thursday, 13th May.

Local chef Pat Kerley demonstrated his cooking skills and prepared a three course meal with selected European dishes. All attendees were invited to sample his mouth-watering recipes!

iii Europe Direct Centre-Killarney 

Monday 10th May, 11am: ‘A day in the life of an M.E.P.’, Sean Kelly

Cashel Flag Day, Sunday 9th May 

The town of Cashel, Co. Tipperary (which represents Ireland to the European Union Charter of Rural Communities, in which only one small town from each member country can represent their country at any given time), held a flag ceremony on Sunday 9th May to celebrate Europe Day. Photos from the event were posted on the European Charter website www.europeancharter.eu 

Contact: Niall Gregory (gregoryniall@gmail.com)

Workshop for media students: Friday, 7 May

On Friday, 7 May, the European Parliament and European Commission offices in Ireland organised a special workshop for media students to address 'the EU Communication Challenge'. 

Participants heard from the Press Officer for the EU's new High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security, Darren Ennis and Independent MEP Marian Harkin, about their experiences with this challenge. 

The participants also took part in interactive workshops where they were invited to take on the challenge for themselves of communicating Europe.

Official Launch of Mulkear LIFE project for the Restoration of the Lower Shannon SAC (Mulkear River) for Atlantic Salmon, Sea Lamprey and European Otter: Tuesday 4 May
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The official launch of the new EU LIFE Nature project MulkearLIFE took place on Tuesday 4 May 2010 in Murroe, Co. Limerick. This event was organised by the Shannon Regional Fisheries Board.

The MulkearLIFE project is a new €1.75 million European Commission funded LIFE Nature project working on the restoration of the Lower Shannon Special Area of Conservation (Mulkear River catchment) for Atlantic Salmon, Sea Lamprey and European Otter.

MulkearLIFE is one of the first and most important integrated catchment management projects in Ireland and is a flagship EC LIFE Nature project – one of only two such projects awarded funding in Ireland in recent years. The Mulkear River is one of the top five salmon rivers in Ireland, producing a significant annual salmon run. It also holds substantial populations of Sea Lamprey and Otter are known to be widespread, however, recent evidence suggests numbers are in decline. The main project objective is to restore, through in-stream rehabilitation works, degraded habitats along stretches of the Mulkear River and its principal tributaries. This work, while beneficial to many species, is targeted at Sea Lamprey, Atlantic Salmon and the European Otter.

The Shannon Regional Fisheries Board is the coordinating project partner together with the OPW and Limerick County Council. Additional funding support comes from NPWS and Tipperary County Councils. Other supporters include Coillte, ESB, Department of Agriculture, Teagacs, IFA and ICMSA.

For further information about this project go to: www.mulkearlife.com 

High Level Development Roundtable: "Five years to the Millennium Development Goals: What can the EU and Ireland do to speed up progress?": 30 April 2010

What can be done to help Ireland and the European Union meet their obligations under the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDG)? This was the question discussed at a special roundtable meeting of development professionals and policy makers on 30 April 2010 in European Union House in Dublin.

The keynote address was delivered by Minister of State for Overseas Development, Peter Power TD. The other panel members comprised: Mr Gay Mitchell, MEP (who sits on the EU Parliament Development Committee), Mr Olivier Luyckx, Head of Aid Effectiveness at the EU Commission, and Mr Justin Kilcullen, Director of Trócaire and president of CONCORD, the NGO alliance of European development agencies.

The discussion was convened by Trócaire and the EU Commission Representation in Ireland to discuss the EU's new 12 point action plan to achieve the UN targets within the next 5 years. While the EU remains the most generous global donor, providing over half of global aid, more has to be done to reach the .7% goal of GNI by 2015.

Schools Poster Competition National Prize-giving Ceremony, Dublin: 22 April 2010
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Twenty years ago countries across the world came together and signed the United Nations' Convention on the Rights of the Child. To raise awareness of this, the EU Commission has run a special poster competition in primary and secondary schools across the EU.

The winners of the "Draw me a right" poster competition in Ireland were announced earlier today at European Union House. Congratulations are due to Balbriggan's Educate Together primary school who won the junior category and Inver College secondary school, Carrickmacross, who won the senior category. Their works will go up against winners from the 26 other EU countries. The prize is the chance for the artists to visit Brussels for three days later in the year.

The team from Educate Together, Balbriggan, was made up of Elina Ceban, Salome Gverdcitely, Sandra Szczech and Nastia Lobach. The team named "Fight for Rights" was led by their teacher, Dan McGee.

Inver College's team was made up of Gerda Cemerkaite , Amanda Cooney, Niamh Marron and Connor Faul, and were under the direction of Ms. Margaret Reburn.

More on the competition 

The competition was open to school children aged 10-18 in two age categories (10-14 and 15-18 years). Entrants were asked to create a poster illustrating one of the rights included in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Three winning teams in each age category attended the awards ceremony in Dublin and the top three teams in Europe in each age category will attend the European final in Brussels on 8 May.

A total of 163 teams from schools and youth c entres around Ireland registered to take part (126 in the junior category (10-14 years) and 37 in the senior category (15-18 years)) – more than twice the number recorded in 2009. The poster competition is organised by the European Commission each year on a justice or citizenship theme.

Further details can be found on the official competition website http://www.europayouth.eu/index_ie_en.htm 

Photography exhibition “Colours of Croatia“ by Ivo Pervan: Friday 26 March to Thursday 15 April
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The "Colours of Croatia" exhibition showcased photographs of Croatia, its nature, people and architecture by the renowned Croatian photographer Ivo Pervan. Born in 1947 in Split, Ivo Pervan’s passion for photography started in his teenage years. Pervan’s main aim is to preserve the historical, cultural and natural heritage of his native Croatia by capturing them through the lens. He has published 30 and co-published 60 photography monographs and has won several acclaimed international photography prizes.

The exhibition was organised by the Embassy of the Republic of Croatia in Ireland in co-operation with the European Commission Representation in Ireland and the European Parliament Office in Ireland and was on display at European Union House from Friday, 26 March until Thursday, 15 April 2010.

A photogallery of some of the images is available here.

For further information about this exhibition, please contact the Embassy of the Republic of Croatia at 476 7181 or E-mail ingrid.szabo@mvpei.hr 
Lecture on career opportunities in the EU institutions: Monday, 15 March

A presentation on career opportunities in the EU institutions took place on Monday 15 March in the office of the European Commission Representation in Ireland, European Union House, Dawson Street, Dublin.

Steffen Ludwig who works for the European Personnel Selection Office in Brussels gave a presentation on the attractiveness of an EU career and on the upcoming selection and recruitment procedure.

For more information on careers in the EU institutions and the upcoming vacancies please see http://www.eu-careers.eu 

Public Lecture: Battle for the Castle: The Myth of Czechoslovakia in Europe 1914-1948: Thursday 11 March

Dr. Andrea Orzoff, Associate Professor of History at New Mexico State University, gave a public lecture entitled "Battle for the Castle: The Myth of Czechoslovakia in Europe 1914-1948". This event took place at the European Commission Representation in Ireland, European Union House, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2 on Thursday 11 March.

Dr. Andrea Orzoff is Associate Professor of History at New Mexico State University. She is a specialist on 20th century Central and East European history, mass media and propaganda, Cold War culture, nationalism and national mythologies. She is the author of several scholarly articles and the highly praised book Battle for the Castle: The Myth of Czechoslovakia in Europe 1914-1948, which has recently been published by Oxford University Press.

Photo and video exhibition on the Lithuanian pagan tradition of "Rasos": Monday 1 to Friday 12 March

From Monday 1 to Friday 12 March, the European Commission Representation hosted the photography and video exhibition "Forget-me-not. Rasos @Easkey". This featured the work of three international artists, Sabine Coppier, Tomas Rimkus and Gediminas Saga, and showcased the celebration of the Lithuanian pagan tradition symbolically called Rasos. Rasos (the Dew Holiday) is a midsummer festival which is celebrated in Lithuania and dates back to pre-Christian times.

See here for a photogallery of some of the images.

Children's story telling in Irish and workshop on picture book illustration: Wednesday 10 March
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Irish language publisher, Futa Fata brought an international dimension to Seachtain na Gaeilge on Wednesday, 10 March when they teamed up with Belgian publishing houses, Mijade and Abimo for a fun reception at European Union House, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2. The event comprised children’s story telling in the Irish language by storyteller Tadhg MacDhonnagáin of Futa Fata and a picture book workshop in illustration by Belgian artists, Vincent Hardy and Frieda van Raevels.

This event marked the successful relationship being developed between An Spidéal-based publishers Futa Fata and Belgian publishers Mijade and Abimo. Over the last two years, Futa Fata have published Irish-language versions of four picture books originally published in Belgium – three titles in co-operation with Francophone publisher, Mijade, and this spring, their first collaboration with the Flemish/Dutch publisher, Abimo. These books have been very warmly received in Ireland and have sold very well, even in the current difficult climate.

The workshopwas supported by Foras na Gaeilge, Belgian Embassy in Ireland and the European Commission Representation in Ireland.

For further information please contact: Mary Folan, Kate Bowe PR, Email: mary@katebowepr.ie.

Model European Castle, Dublin Castle, 2 March 2010
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On Tuesday 2 March, secondary schools from across Ireland met in Dublin Castle to debate on the draft resolution, "All EU Member States should convert 20% of private cars to electricity by 2020". The final outcome was a vote against the proposal.

The event at Dublin Castle was attended by 29 schools and was the fourth of its kind, bringing schools from 14 counties and Northern Ireland together to role-play all the European Member States, the European Institutions and lobby groups.

The winning team was from St Flannan's in Ennis, Co Clare, playing the role of the UK, while the runner-up team was from Royal Belfast Academical Institution, playing Germany.

Before the debate the teams were briefed by real diplomats of the Member States they were representing. This gave the students an understanding of what to expect when they started their negotiations. And the Council vote used the new double majority system laid down in the Lisbon Treaty. As today's debaters will be voting age when the new voting system takes effect in 2014, it gave them a chance to see it in action.

The Council was opened by Minister for European Affairs Dick Roche T.D. and chaired by Ruairí Quinn T.D., Labour Party Spokesperson on Education and Science.

The debate was webcast live on www.euireland.tv .

The winning school won the first prize of a "Euroscola" trip to the European Parliament in Strasbourg later this year, for a group of 25 students plus 3 teachers. "Euroscola" is a special session in the European Parliament in Strasbourg when young people from all over Europe come together to debate topical European issues.

A full list of participating schools is available here [image: image3.png]
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For further information, please email: joan.flanagan@ec.europa.eu 


e-Skills for Lifelong Learning: Friday, 5 March

On Friday, 5 March, the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted a special event to mark EU e-Skills Week in European Union House, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2.

The event was addressed by Sean Haughey T.D., Minister for Lifelong Learning, Peter Davitt, CEO of FIT and Fiona Mullen, FIT Board Chair & HR Director Microsoft.

Two panel discussions followed:

“Smart Teachers – Smart Learners” 

Chair – Peter Brabazon, DSE
Jerome Morrissey, NCTE
Pat O’Mahoney, IVEA
Dr Kevin Marshall, Microsoft
Mary Cleary, ICS Skills - F1 in Schools
Anna O Donovan, ‘skoool’ Intel Ireland

“Competing with e-Skills” 

Chair Paul Sweetman, ICT Ireland
Neil Leyden, Digital Media Forum
Alan Nuzum, Skillnets
Jim Friars, ICS Skills

This event was organised by FIT Fastrack to IT. For further information please contact Kate Cannon, Communications Officer, Lifelong Learning Programme at FIT Ltd. at katecannon@fit.ie e-Skills Week is an initiative of the European Commission.

Information session and debate - A Smarter, Greener Economy: The Europe 2020 Strategy, Wednesday 24 February

On Wednesday 24 February, the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted an information session and debate on the Europe 2020 Strategy.

Guest Speakers included:

· Mr Conor Lenihan T.D., Minister of State for Science, Technology & Innovation 

· Dr. Eckehard Rosenbaum, European Commission (Policy Analyst for Ireland - Analysis of competitiveness and economic reforms), Directorate-General for Enterprise and Industry 

· Mr Brendan Butler, director of strategy, trade, EU and international affairs at IBEC 

· Mr Paul Sweeney, Economic Advisory, ICTU 


What's Europe 2020? 

Following a public consultation, first informal discussions are already being held about this new broad-ranging strategy which is being designed for the period beyond 2010. Its aim will be to enable the EU to make a full recovery from the crisis, and help speed up the move towards a greener, more sustainable and more innovative economy. The Commission is expected to present a proposal to the Spring Council of Ministers scheduled for the end of March. See here for further information about EU 2020.

Photo Exhibition - "Bolivia: Reaching out to At Risk Adolescents": 4 to 11 February 2010

From 4 to 11 February 2010, the European Commission Representation in Ireland hosted an exhibition on "Bolivia: Reaching out to At Risk Adolescents" at European Union House, Dawson Street, Dublin 2. The exhibition was organised by the Irish Family Planning Association and focused on the role youth-friendly outreach services can play in alleviating poverty among at-risk adolescents in Bolivia.

It featured a series of photographs documenting the lives of young people in Bolivia who benefit from an innovative programme called Most at Risk Adolescents (MARA). Funded by the European Commission and implemented by the Centro de Investigacion, Educacion y Servicios (CIES), the programme seeks to improve the lives of street youth and other marginalised young people in Bolivia. 

The images were taken during a visit of Irish politicians organised by the Irish Family Planning Association to Bolivia in March 2009 to learn about the sexual and reproductive health needs of vulnerable young people.

The exhibition was open to the public from 9am to 5pm from 4 to 11 February.

See here for further information about the exhibition.

A photogallery featuring some of the images is available here.

Seminar: Making Europe Work for Its Citizens - The European Citizens' Initiative: 21 January 2010

The European Commission Representation in Ireland organised a special event for Irish NGOs and community groups on the European Citizens Initiative Green Paper Consultation Document.

This event took place on Thursday 21 January at the European Commission Representation, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2.

The panel of speakers included:

· Dick Roche, TD, Minister for European Affairs 

· Professor Brigid Laffan, Principal of the College of Human Sciences, UCD 

· Proinsias De Rossa MEP 

The European Citizens' Initiative, which was introduced by the Lisbon Treaty, enables one million citizens who are nationals of a significant number of Member States to directly request that the Commission brings forward an initiative of interest to them in an area of EU competence.

The recently released Green Paper identifies practical questions regarding how the Initiative can best work in practice. The questions include the number of countries from which people must come, how to check that signatures are real, what form a petition should take, time limits, etc.

All input is welcome and can be given by responding to the Green Paper which is available in all 23 official languages on the website: http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/secretariat_general/citizens_initiative/index_en.htm 

The deadline for reply is the end of January 2010. After this date, the European Commission will put forward a proposal for a regulation to be adopted by the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers.

EU Stand at the BT Young Scientists Exhibition, RDS, Dublin: 14 to 16 January 2010
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The European Commission Representation in Ireland and the European Parliament Information Office in Ireland participated in the annual BT Young Scientist Exhibition which took place in the RDS from Thursday 14th to Saturday 16th January. The European Union stand was located in the EcoZone in the RDS Annex. Exhibits in this hall supported a Biological or Ecological theme and covered subjects such as: Agriculture, Biotechnology, Botany, Ecology, Energy, Environmental, Food Science, Horticulture, Microbiology and Zoology.

Visitors to the European Union stand were able to find out more about EU climate change policy and try out one of the "energy bikes" where they pedalled to produce enough energy to power a light bulb!

On 14th and 15th January, the "Ecotheatre" hosted presentations by Dr Stephen Langrell of the European Commission who was a winner at the Young Scientists Exhibition in 1986. Dr Langrell spoke about his work and the role of the EU's Joint Research Centre in Seville.

Dr Stephen Langrell works for the European Commission's Joint Research Centre in Seville, Spain. In 1986 he was the winner of the Best Individual Project Award at the Young Scientists competition. Dr Langrell will speak about how his participation at the event 24 years ago (his winning project was an ecological study of the cottonweed (an endangered plant species)) inspired him to pursue a career in plant sciences, specialising in the area of plant pathology and biosecurity, and his work today in sustainable agriculture, food security and climate change.

