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Introduction:

This conference on “Improving Research Policies in Europe through the Open Method of Coordination” has been
organised by the Austrian Presidency in cooperation with the Directorate General for Research of the European
Commission. The objective of the conference is to raise awareness of the Open Method of Coordination (OMC)
and to increase its effectiveness with a view to improving policies for more and better investment in research.

This event comes at a time when, in the context of the renewed Lisbon Strategy, all member States have
recognised research and innovation as a main priority for reform in their National Reform Programmes.

The conference will provide an excellent opportunity to discuss the benefits of improved R&D policy coordina-
tion. Several issues will be the focus of discussion, such as the integration of R&D policies in the national Lisbon
Strategies, the take up of the OMC results in Member States and the ways to strengthen the application of the
OMC into R&D policies.

The conference will target an audience of national and regional policy makers, industrialists, academics, repre-
sentatives of CSO, journalists, etc... Approximately, 200 participants from different European countries are expec-
ted to take part.

Background:

To support growth and job creation, the EU Member States decided at the Barcelona European Council in 2002
that investment in research should be increased and approach 3% of GDP by 2010, out of which 2/3 of this
investment should be financed by the private sector. This 3% objective was reconfirmed at the 2006 Spring
European Summit.

At the Spring European Council of March 2003 a decision was taken to apply the OMC in support of the
3% research investment target. The OMC is a method designed to help Member States progress jointly in the
reforms they need to reach the Lisbon goals.

The European Commission, in April 2003, identified in the Action Plan "Investing in Research", 25 actions for
which the main competence lies with the Member States and where the OMC could be applied. The Committee
for Scientific and Technical Research (CREST), whose role is to advise the Council and the Commission on
research matters, was given the task to oversee its application. Since 2003, CREST has offered Member States a
platform to learn from each other and share their experiences with a view to improving policies for more and
better investment in research.



The ‘OMC 3%’ process is expected to produce the following outcomes:

o Enhanced mutual learning, peer review and identification of good practices
o Development of joint policy initiatives among several Member States and regions
o Identification of areas where Community initiatives could reinforce actions at Member State level.

Over the two cycles of operation of the OMC 3% (2003-2006), there have been significant achievements. In
October 2004, the CREST report “on the application of the OMC in favour of the Barcelona research investment
objective” containing 30 policy recommendations was adopted and later on submitted to the Council (the report
can be found at: http://europa.eu.int/invest-in-research/coordination/coordinationo1_en.htm#1). A second
report is currently being prepared by CREST.

The National Reform Programmes provided a very valuable complement to the OMC 3% process. While National
Reform Programmes concentrate on broad policy developments, the OMC 3% focuses on R&D policies. CREST
has also intended to use the National Reform Programmes as a basis for mutual learning.

The challenge to be addressed at this conference is how the OMC process can be strengthened further. The
integration of national R&D policies into the national Lisbon strategies will be of central importance to the
conference.

The conference and the speakers:

High ranking officials, with different backgrounds both from the public and the private sector will discuss these
issues in four panels and a roundtable session.

Keynote speeches about the improvement of national Research Policies through the Open Method of
Coordination and the Lisbon Strategy will be presented by the Austrian Minister Mrs. Gehrer and Commissioner
Potoc¢nik. During the morning sessions, starting from a broad perspective on the need for better coordination and
integration, industrialists- the main contributors to the Barcelona target - and National Lisbon Coordinators will
exchange views in a debate on how to increase common ownership. In the afternoon, the sessions will focus on
the OMC process itself and panellists, who were directly involved in the process, will take stock of the impact of
the OMC on national policies and evaluate how the efficiency of the OMC in the field of research policies can be
improved. A final roundtable discussion will summarize the possible ways to strengthen the OMC process in the
renewed Lisbon Strategy.

The conference will have an interactive character where participants will be invited to contribute as much as
possible in the various panel discussions to enrich the outcomes of the conference.
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CRe R TG Welcome coffee
GTEE TR Welcome and opening:

e Welcome by the Chair, Mr. Christian Seiser, Deputy Director General of the Federal
Ministry for Education, Science and Culture, member of CREST.

e Opening by Mrs. Elisabeth Gehrer, Austrian Federal Minister for Education, Science
and Culture.

e Keynote speech by Mr. Janez Potoc¢nik, European Commissioner for Research.

ISR ERASS Session 1 :
The need for better R&D policy coordination

e Panel:
Ms. Fientje Moerman, Minister of Economy, Science and Innovation of Flanders.
Mr. Erkki Ormala, Vice President, Technology Policy, Nokia Corporation
Mr. Jan van den Biesen, Vice President Public R&D programmes, Philips Research

Panellists will present and discuss their views about the need to improve coordination of
national R&D policies, the expectations, the benefits and the obstacles to achieve more

effective and coherent national R&D policies.

e Discussion open to participants




11.45- 12.45

12.45-14.15

14.15- 14.50

Session 2 :
Integrating R&D policies into national Lisbon Strategies

Panel:

Mr. Ilkka Kajaste, Acting Lisbon coordinator in Finland, Director General, Economic
Department of the Ministry of Finance

Mr. Raoul Kneucker, former Director General of the Austrian Federal Ministry of Education,
Science and Culture.

Mr. Salvador Ordédriez, State Secretary of Universities and R&D in Spain

Panellists will present and discuss their experience of integrating R&D in other policies.
They will address in particular, the coordination aspects, the setting of targets and the
lessons for the preparation of the National Reform Programmes and their implementation
reports.

Discussion open to participants

Lunch break

Session 3 :
The impact of the 3% OMC on national policy making

Panel:

Mrs. Rolanda Predescu, Deputy Director of the Ministry of Education and Research in
Romania, member of CREST

Mr. Holger Rasmussen, Senior Adviser of the Ministry of Science, Technology and
Innovation in Denmark, member of CREST

Mr. Jacques Serris, Deputy Director for Technology of the Directorate for technology,
Ministry of Education and Research in France, member of CREST

Panellists will take stock of the outcomes achieved so far and the impact of the OMC into
national policy making. They will highlight success factors and difficulties based on their

experience.

Discussion open to participants




A LA Session 4 :
Strengthening the 3% OMC process

e Panel:
Mr. Chris Darby, Deputy Director (Global Strategy), International Directorate, Office of
Science and Innovation of United Kingdom, member of CREST
Mr. Declan Hughes, Manager, Policy and Planning Department, S&T Division FORFAS,
Ireland, member of CREST
Mr. Theo Roelandt, Director of Strategy Research and International Affairs of the Ministry
of Economic Affairs in Netherlands
Mr. Xabier Goenaga Beldarrain, Head of Unit Open Coordination of Research Policies,
Directorate General for Research, European Commission.

Panellists will present and discuss their experience of integrating R&D in to other policy
areas. They will address in particular, the coordination aspects, the setting of targets and
the lessons for the preparation of the National Reform Programmes and their implemen-
tation reports.

e Discussion open to participants
PG Coffee break

16.05-16.45 EREHER
Round table

Mr. Erkki Ormala, Vice President, Technology Policy, Nokia Corporation
Mr. Koen Verlaeckt, Chief of Cabinet of the Minister of Economy, Science and Innovation
of Flanders.

Mr. Chris Darby, Deputy Director (Global Strategy), International Directorate, Office of
Science and Innovation of United Kingdom, member of CREST

Mr. Isi Saragossi, Director Investment in Research and links with other policies,
Directorate General for Research, European Commission

Building on the discussions held during the conference, a round table made up of som
of the previous panellists will summarize the possible ways to improve the integration o
R&D policy in the NRPs and to make the OMC 3% more efficient and effective.

AT EALE Concluding remarks
Concluding remarks fro
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