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Green Paper on Copyright in the Knowledge Economy

A consultative Green Paper about fu-
ture copyright policy in the know-

ledge economy has been published by 
the Commission. 

The aim of the consultation process is to 
have a structured debate on the long-
term future of copyright policy in the 
knowledge-intensive areas.

In its Single Market Review package 
published last November,  the Commis-
sion highlighted the need to promote 
free movement of knowledge and in-
novation as the 'Fifth freedom' in the 
Single Market. 

The Green Paper which it has drawn up 
focuses on how research, science and 
educational materials are disseminated 
to the public and whether knowledge is 
circulating freely in the internal market. 

The consultation document also looks 
at the issue of whether the current    
copyright framework is sufficiently ro-
bust to protect knowledge products 
and whether authors and publishers are 
sufficiently encouraged to create and 
disseminate electronic versions of these 
products. 

The consultation document focuses on 
topics that appear relevant for the de-
velopment of a modern economy, driv-
en by the rapid dissemination of know-
ledge and information. 

In particular, the Green Paper is an at-
tempt to structure the copyright debate 
as it relates to scientific publishing, the 
digital preservation of Europe’s cultural 
heritage, orphan works, consumer ac-
cess to protected works and the special 

Conference on 'Industrial Property 
Rights in the Internal Market'

In its recent Communications, the Com-
mission has set out its vision for improving 
the patent system in Europe and for revi-
talising the debate on this issue. Patents 
are indeed a driving force for promoting 
innovation, growth and competitiveness, 
but the single market for patents remains 
incomplete. 

To debate the best future direction a 
Conference on Industrial Property Rights  
is being organised in Strasbourg, 16 -17 
October 2008, by DG Internal Market and 
Services in collaboration with the French 
Presidency of the EU. 

The three main topics to be tackled by 
the Conference will be: a Jurisdiction 
for European and Community Patents, 
the Community Patent, and Counter-
feiting. The third of these topics will be 
discussed from different aspects such 
as the economic stakes and implications 
for competitiveness and innovation, the 
consequences for the health and safety 
of citizens, and cross-border cooperation 
to strengthen enforcement of Industrial 
Property Rights. 

needs for the disabled to participate in 
the information society. 

Future challenges

The Green Paper points to future chal-
lenges in the fields of scientific and 
scholarly publishing, search engines 
and special derogations for libraries, re-
searchers and disabled people. 

The Green paper focuses not only on 
the dissemination of knowledge for re-
search, science and education but also 
on the current legal framework in the 
area of copyright and the possibilities 
it can currently offer to a variety of us-
ers (social institutions, museums, search 
engines, disabled people, teaching es-
tablishments).

Exploitation of rights

It is important to facilitate the exploita-
tion by SMEs of  industrial property rights. 

The Communication has outlined meas-
ures to facilitate access to industrial 
property rights and dispute resolution 
procedures, and to improve awareness 
among SMEs of the management of in-
dustrial property as an integral element 
within an overall business plan.

Enforcement

Effective enforcement on the ground 
against counterfeiting and piracy is es-
sential. This problem is reaching alarm-
ing levels with damaging effects to job 
creation in Europe and the health and 
safety of consumers. 

In addition to improving coordination 
between key enforcement actors at a 
national level, the Commission will work 
towards effective cooperation between 
Member States in intelligence gather-

ing and rapid information exchange on 
counterfeit and pirated goods.

Furthermore, the Commission will help 
facilitate agreements involving both the 
public and private sector to crack down 
on blatant violations of intellectual 
property rights. 

Charlie McCreevy, Commissioner for 
Internal Market and Services said: “This 
strategy will offer a springboard for Eu-
ropean companies to compete in the 
global economy. 

"Not only will it help inventors across Eu-
rope to protect their ideas with strong 
industrial property rights, but it will also 
provide a catalyst for cutting-edge in-
ventions from companies of all sizes to 
become successful in the market. 

"In addition, the Communication rein-
forces once more the point that the EU 
will strike hard at counterfeiting and pi-
racy.”




