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· Context for the Workshop
The Commission has recently published a Communication regarding the Digital Dividend
, which contains a roadmap for actions aimed at achieving the highest socio-economic benefit out of the switchover to digital television in the European Union. One of the key urgent actions is the adoption of a Commission Decision on the harmonisation of technical conditions in the 790-862 MHz band (800 MHz band).  

Several studies from Member States and stakeholders have come to the conclusion that the introduction of new wireless broadband services in the 800 MHz band could have a negative impact on cable TV services. The Commission has already reacted by sending a letter to both CENELEC and ETSI requesting urgent action in terms of standards for cable and TV receiver equipment and broadband radio services.  Furthermore, DG INFSO and DG ENTR of the Commission have jointly decided to organise this workshop to allow for an exchange of views on the subject among all interested Member States and stakeholders. All interested parties are invited to participate and to use the attached registration form.
· Objective of the meeting

The main objective of this workshop is to facilitate a common understanding. The studies that have been performed at national level and by stakeholders come to different conclusions as to the degree of disturbance and/or interference that would be caused in practice. At the workshop is will be important to compare and discuss assumptions and conclusions so that all involved parties can come to a better understanding of what is actually at stake and which actions in the future will lead to a satisfactory situation, when new broadband networks commence operation in the 800 MHz band.    
Furthermore, the aim is to get an update of the situation related to standards both in terms of what the current situation is as well as what is being done to ensure that radio services as well as cable services can continue to operate. 
Two sessions have been organised to facilitate discussions on studies and standards.
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Chairman: 


Pearse O’Donohue 
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DG INFSO, EC 

09h45–10h00

Registration

10h00–10h15:

Opening and presentation of context 
Session 1: 

Presentation of individual studies 

10h15–11h00

Cable Europe: 
Brian Copsey, Cable Europe Labs





Netherlands: 
Jan Robijns, Radio Communication Agency 




Switzerland: 
René Tschannen, BAKOM
11h00-12h00

Discussion of assumptions and conclusions
Session 2: 

Presentation of standardisation work                                      
12h15-12h45

ETSI:

Igor Minaev, ETSI
[work on LTE standards relevant to the 800 MHz band: parameters, timescales, etc.]




CENELEC: 
Ronald Storrs, Chairman of TC210/WG10 
[current situation regarding cable and TV receivers; roadmap and actions in response to the letter from EC of 30.11.2009]
12h45-13h15

Discussion
13h15-13h30

Conclusions
13h30



Closure
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	Registration form

	 Mr/Ms 
	

	First name
	

	Last name
	

	Affiliation

	

	E-mail address
	

	will attend the Workshop on 25 January in Brussels


To attend the event, please register in advance by filling in this registration form and returning it by e-mail to the RSC Secretariat (INFSO-RSC@ec.europa.eu) by 21 January 2010.
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� 	Commission Communication � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/policy/ecomm/radio_spectrum/_document_storage/other_docs/en_com586_dd.pdf" �COM(2009) 586/2� on ‘Transforming the digital dividend into social benefits and economic growth' of 28 October 2009.
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