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1. On 14 April 2003, the Commission submitted to the Council a Communication entitled "The World Radiocommunications Conference 2003 (WRC-03)"
.  The Communication invited the Council to lend political support to a set of identified Community objectives for the Conference and to the positions taken by the European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications administrations (CEPT).

2. As a reaction to the communication, the Presidency submitted draft Council conclusions to the Working Party on Telecommunications and Information Society Services, and they were examined in the working party's meeting on the 8 May 2003.

3. Subject to confirmation by the Permanent Representatives Committee, it is suggested that the Council approve the draft Council conclusions as set out in the annex to the present document.

______________________

ANNEX

Council Conclusions on the Communication from the Commission on the World Radiocommunications Conference (WRC-03)
THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

1.
WELCOMES

· the Communication from the Commission on the World Radiocommunications Conference - WRC-03, to be held in Geneva from 9 June to 4 July 2003
; 

· the European Common Proposals (ECPs) put together for the WRC-03 by the Conference Preparatory Group of the European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications administrations (CEPT).

2.
RECALLS

· Decision No 676/2002/EC of the European Parliament and the Council of 7 March 2002 on the regulatory framework for the radio spectrum policy of the European Community
;

· the Council conclusions on the procedures to be followed at the World Administrative Radio Conference (WARC-1992) and the Council conclusions on the Commission’s Communication on the World Radiocommunication Conference 2000 (WRC-2000). 

3.
EXPRESSES ITS BROAD SUPPORT FOR

· the policy objectives to be achieved at WRC-03 in the context of the Community policies as defined in the Commission's Communication;

· the European Common Proposals (ECPs) adopted by the Conference Preparatory Group of the CEPT, which are relevant in the context of the Community policy areas mentioned above, notably in relation to:

a) third generation mobile communications (IMT-2000/UMTS) especially in ensuring the protection of  IMT-2000 from harmful interference and in encouraging the global uptake of the extension band chosen by Europe;

b) radio navigation satellite systems (Galileo) in particular with relation to assuring the full operability of Galileo and the provision of all its planned services in confirming the results of the WRC-2000 and in considering issues of future co-ordination of the various systems;

c) Public Protection and Disaster Relief (PPDR) with special attention to equipment interoperability improving the long term co-ordination of European civil protection teams;

d) Alternative wireless infrastructure platforms, including R-LAN systems especially as far as identification of frequency bands for wireless access systems at global level are concerned;

e) Agendas of future WRC Conferences especially as far as their limits, priorities and rationalisation is concerned.

4.
INVITES MEMBER STATES

· to do their utmost to co-sign the European Common Proposals developed in relation to the areas identified in the Commission’s Communication, notably in relation to the particular areas mentioned above ;

· to take due account throughout WRC-03 of the Community policy objectives identified in the Commission's Communication in the context of the relevant Community policies.

5.
INVITES THE COMMISSION

· to report rapidly to the European Parliament and the Council on the results of 

WRC-03

· to continue to encourage a full participation by industry and by all other spectrum users in the process.

_______________
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