Telecommunications Office of the Slovak republic

Továrenská 7, P.O. BOX 18,  810 06  Bratislava 16, Slovak republic

__________________________________________________________________________________________


Digital broadcasting: Switchover
In accordance with COCOM 03-52 document, „Structure of switchover plan” mentioned there, we would like to let you know the situation of the Digital broadcasting switchover in Slovakia.
1.
Strategic plan for switchover, approved or in preparation, if any; relevant regulation.

There is National communication policy of the Slovak Republic which analyses Electronic Communication of the Europe Union and implements relevant directives 

of EU. 

2.
Policy objectives for digital broadcasting: social, cultural, political, economic, etc.

A policy objective for digital broadcasting is that digital broadcasting benefits:
· making much more efficient use of network capacity (frequency band), than is the case with analogue signal 
· improved broadcasting services: additional programming; programme-related enhancements; better picture and audio quality; data and interactive services, including ‘Information Society’ and internet-like services.

These offers will have very positive social, cultural, political, economic impacts, also creating of new services in left TV channels. 

3.
Spectrum management policy choices and scenarios, before and after switch-off: services, coverage, assignees, conditions of use, spectrum allocation intentions, objectives for 2004 Radio Regional Conference negotiations.

In past was made test operation of DVB- T in the capital of the Slovak Republic.

In September 2004 there were issued licences by Telecommunications Office of the Slovak Republic for two providers of DVB-T which started pilot project in area Banska Bystrica and area Kosice. According to National communication policy, also start of regularly transmitting before end of year 2005 by method island step by step, migration analogue channels to digital. In transition period will be in the operation analogue a DVB-T transmitters simultaneously. Simultaneously transmission will be finished before year 2015, when analogue transmitters will be switched off.

4.
Implementation choices to best fulfil policy objectives, including trade-offs, justification: types of networks, modalities of service, role of authorities, main players, licensing, etc.

We suppose to build SFN networks if it is possible and SFN networks operators will be chosen in tenders. The chosen operators should be able to provide the most attractive services to persuade people to buy set-top boxes (digital receivers) to focus to DVB-T.

5.
Tentative calendar for achieving objectives, including target dates for switch-off and status.

See point 3.


6.
Stakeholders’ involvement in switchover strategy design and implementation: mechanisms for consulting and processing feedback, players involved, commitments.

7.
Criteria for achievement of policy objectives, mechanism/ indicators for monitoring and processing feedback or review strategy.

Reducing of payment for providers of DVB-T, to oblige providers to subsidize set-top boxes.

Comparing of analogue and digital reception through market inquiry.


8.
Market assessment (e.g. cost/ benefits analysis) justifying certain modalities of public intervention (rather than others) both within and beyond areas of exclusive public competence.
9.
Policy obligations and incentives (political, informational, regulatory, financial, other); Implementation modalities; Targeted value-chain segments (transmission, content, reception, consumption, other).
There is need more to support switchover from state budget, more to inform population  


10.
Areas for possible EU co-ordinated action, now or in future; Justification with regard to market status and prospects, legal responsibilities, other.

Yours sincerely,
Kamil Mikulášek

Head of theTechnical regulation departement
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