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Malta’s update on the digital switchover
The following is Malta’s submission to update the progress achieved on the digital swichover.

Malta has regularly supplied updates to the Commission on progress made with regard to digital migration following the publication of the Digital Terrestrial Television (DTTV) Policy and Strategy in February 2005.

At present a commercial DTTV operation is providing services in Malta, in direct competition with the cable TV operator.  The commercial DTTV operation has built up a substantial customer base.  Moreover, as far as subscriber based TV is concerned (cable and terrestrial), the number of digital subscriptions has now outstripped the number of analogue ones.  Indicative figures, including number of households, for the second and third quarter of 2008 are provided in the table below. Whilst the difference between total subscriptions and total households is not to be construed as the number of households on free-to-air analogue viewership, the figures do, nonetheless, give an indication of the viewership pattern on the respective platforms.

[image: image1.png]160000

140000

120000

100000

80000

60000

40000

20000

0

W DTTV subscribers (a)

W Digital Cable subscribers
(b)

W Total digital subscribers
(a+h)

M Analogue Cable
subscribers (c)

 Total subscriptions
(atb+c)

m total households





In September 2007, the Malta Communications Authority and the Broadcasting Authority issued a consultation document that charted out a migration course with regard to broadcasting meeting general interest objectives.  The consultation closed in March 2008 and the analysis of the responses recieved was presented to Government.  A final policy position is expected to be published on 6 February 2009.
Initial transmission in digital of broadcast channels classified as meeting general interest objectives will commence following the establishment of a final policy position by Government and the implementation of the following activities: 

· the drafting of the necessary updates to legislation to support the implementation of the identified policy measures;
· the introduction of a broadcast content licensing process that incorporates the digital environment via a technology-neutral approach;
· the notification of the digital terrestrial transmission network that will carry broadcast channels classified as meeting general interest objectives, and that will utilise the reserved frequency capacity to honour its obligation; and
· the setting up of the necessary transmission capacity by the notified transmission network. 

The implementation strategy being considered will not affect current analogue transmissions, which will continue to be available on both the terrestrial and cable networks up to the analogue turnoff date (ATO), currently established for the end of 2010. Any current analogue broadcasting licences, which expire before ATO, will therefore be extended until this date, but not beyond. 

The Malta Communications Authority will ensure that designated network operators abide by their frequency licence obligations. The Broadcasting Authority will licence broadcasters and will, upon their request, identify those broadcast channels that meet general interest objectives (GIO) and allot them space on the reserved frequencies. The Broadcasting Authority will ensure that designated GIO broadcast channels abide by the obligations associated with such a designation. 

Beyond these action items, a targeted public information campaign on digital switchover is also envisaged.
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