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government of the republic of lithuania

RESOLUTION

1
3

RESOLUTION NO. 1492 OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA OF 25 NOVEMBER 2004 ON THE ADOPTION OF THE MODEL OF SWITCHOVER TO DIGITAL TELEVISION IN LITHUANIA AS AMENDED BY THE RESOLUTION NO. 970 OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA OF 24 SEPTEMBER 2008
On the basis of  point 31.1 of the Strategy for the Assignment of Radio Frequencies to Broadcasting and Transmission of Radio and Television Programmes adopted by Resolution No. 376 of 27 March 2003 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania (Official Gazette, 2003, No. 32-1333; 2004, No. 113-4230), the Government of the Republic of Lithuania resolves:

1. To adopt the Model of Switchover to Digital Television in Lithuania (enclosed).

2. To commission the Ministry of Transport and Communications:

2.1. to control, within its sphere of competence, implementation of the Model of Switchover to Digital Television in Lithuania adopted by the present Resolution;

2.2. by 2nd quarter of 2008 together with the Ministry of Culture and other institutions to draft, within the spheres of their competences, the plan of measures promoting utilisation of digital terrestrial television and submit it for approval to the Government of the Republic of Lithuania.

Acting Prime Minister a.i.
Algirdas Brazauskas

Acting Minister of Transport and Communications, a.i.
Zigmantas Balčytis

APPROVED BY
Resolution No. 1492 of 25 November 2004 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania 

as amended by the Resolution No. 970 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 24 September 2008
MODEL OF SWITCHOVER TO DIGITAL TELEVISION IN LITHUANIA

I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. The Model of Switchover to Digital Television in Lithuania (further on as – this Model) establishes specific actions for switchover to the digital terrestrial television, defines implementing institutions, their functions, the measures planned to be implemented and their implementation deadlines.

2. This Model has been drafted on the basis of the Strategy for the Assignment of Radio Frequencies to Broadcasting and Transmission of Radio and Television Programmes, as adopted by Resolution No. 376 of 27 March 2003 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania (further on as the Strategy).

3. Concepts in use:

Digital terrestrial television (further on as DTT), i.e. broadcasting and (or) re-broadcasting of programmes by means of a digital terrestrial television station or a DTT network.
DTT transmission provider – a legal body, excluding broadcasters and (or) re-broadcasters, which holds the licences granted by the Lithuanian Radio and Television Commission empowering it to establish and operate electronic communication networks, which transmits DTT programme signals to the public through a DTT network and which has a right to use the radio frequencies (channels) assigned for broadcasting and re-broadcasting of television programmes necessary for such transmission.
DTT network – an electronic communication network which is formed of more than one digital terrestrial broadcasting station, digital multiplexers and other technical devices enabling broadcasting (transmission) of the signals of at least one and the same programme to the public.
Multiplexing of a digital channel – combining of signals  generated by one or several separate sources into a signal designated for transmission through one transmission channel.
Digital multiplexer – a device performing digital multiplexing.
Set top box – a device for receiving digital television programmes by means of an analogue television receiver.
Multiplexed digital channel – a stream of digital data in which signals generated by one or several sources are combined by means of digital channel multiplexing.
4. Other concepts used are defined in the Law on Electronic Communications of the Republic of Lithuania (Official Gazette, 2004, Nr. 69-2382) and Republic of Lithuania Law on Provision of Information to the Public (Official Gazette, No. 1996, No. 71-1706; 2000, No. 75-2272).
II. General principles for switchover to DTT in Lithuania

5. In Lithuania, DTT is developed within the frequency bands 174-230 MHz and 470-862 MHz.
6. During switchover to DTT, i.e. before the beginning of the closure of analogue broadcasting, introduction of DTT will be performed by four networks of national coverage coordinated by the Communications Regulatory Authority of the Republic of Lithuania (further on as Communications Regulatory Authority). The Communications Regulatory Authority shall publicise the opportunity to use the networks during the period of six months after this Model enters into force. In order to accelerate switchover to the digital terrestrial television and given the technical possibilities, one of these DTT networks can be used for broadcasting and re-broadcasting of regional and local programmes. 

7. In order to ensure the development of the DTT networks foreseen in Part III of this Model and competitiveness of the DTT with respect to analogue, cable, microwave multi-channel and satellite televisions, licences to use these radio frequencies will be issued to the transmission providers in line with the procedure foreseen in the Law on Electronic Communications of the Republic of Lithuania.

The obligatory qualification requirements and the main evaluation criteria for determining the DTT transmission provider are its financial and technical capacity for execution of the foreseen obligations to establish, operate and expand DTT networks and start providing transmitting services as well as its experience in the sphere of providing transmission services.

8. In granting licences for broadcasting and (or) re-broadcasting programmes through two DTT networks, the priority will be given, with respect to Part 9 Article 31 of the Law on Public Information of the Republic of Lithuania, to broadcasters and (or) re-broadcasters willing to use the full capacity of the digital channel multiplexer (or more than one multiplexers).

9. No less than 5 unencrypted (free of charge) programmes must be broadcast through all the DTT networks, including two programmes of the public institution Lithuanian National Radio and Television (further on – Lithuanian National Radio and Television).

10. The expansion of the transmission networks is done in stages, starting from the biggest cities of the Republic of Lithuania and according to the deadlines for expansion of the networks as defined by the Communications Regulatory Authority.

11. The radio frequencies that will become available after the closure of the analogue television broadcasting will be assigned to transmission of DTT programmes in line with the procedure defined in the Law on Electronic Communications of the Republic of Lithuania.

12. The digital data streams of the two programmes of the Lithuanian National Radio and Television for broadcasting through the DTT networks are allocated with regards to the Republic of Lithuania Law on Provision of Information to the Public and Law on the Lithuanian National Radio and Television of the Republic of Lithuania (Official Gazette, 1996, No. 102-2319; 2000, No. 58-1712). The Lithuanian National Radio and Television shall cover the costs of transmission of these programmes from the allocations foreseen in the state budget of the Republic of Lithuania for the Lithuanian National Radio and Television and other legally earned funds.
III. obligations of DTT transmission providers
13. A DTT transmission provider, having acquired the licence to use digital television channels, establishes and operates DTT networks, provides DTT programme transmission services and other related electronic communication services. A DTT transmission provider performs formation of television signals, digital multiplexing, station synchronisation and signal transmission between separate transmission stations, forms the signals of additional DTT services (electronic programme guide, fast teletext etc.) and performs other technical actions related to transmission of digital television.

14. The minimal network development obligations of DTT transmission providers in the first stage of switchover to digital television are the following:

14.1. by 30 June 2006, to install DTT transmitters in Vilnius, which would be capable of transmitting in overall no less than 20 TV programmes;

14.2. by the end of 2007, to install DTT transmitters in five biggest cities of Lithuania, which would be capable of transmitting in overall no less than 16 TV programmes;

14.3. by the beginning of 2009, achieve the coverage of at least one DTT network to be no less than 95 percent of the territory of the Republic of Lithuania.
15. Transmission of the electronic programme guide, fast teletext and similar tools is performed by agreement of the DTT transmission provider, DTT broadcaster and (or) re-broadcaster to the extent to which this does not contradict the legal acts.

16. The technical solutions of DTT networks should be aimed at prospective introduction of high definition television.

17. Wired communication lines as well as wireless communication means can be used for implementation of the return channel in the interactive regime.

18. The DTT transmission provider should implement the statistical formation and multiplexing of digital signals in order to utilise the digital stream to the maximum capacity.

19. The obligations of DTT transmission providers and other conditions for awarding licences to use radio frequencies for DTT transmission, on initiative of the Communications Regulatory Authority or a DTT transmission provider, are discussed and amended in line with the procedure established in the Law on Electronic Communications of the Republic of Lithuania.

20. In the cases foreseen in the Law on Electronic Communications of the Republic of Lithuania and in line with the procedure foreseen in the Law on Electronic Communications of the Republic of Lithuania, the Communication Regulatory Authority shall have the right to change the DTT channel assigned to the DTT transmission provider by another channel assigned for DTT networks provided it notifies the DTT transmission provider six months in advance, or change the number of networks (i.e. revoke the assignment of radio frequencies (channels)) provided it notifies the DTT transmission provider 12 months in advance.

21. Usage of radio frequencies (channels) shall be considered inefficient if the DTT transmission provider does not execute the obligations defined in Point 14 of this Model or other network development obligations. Other cases of inefficient usage are defined in the Strategic Plan of Assignment of Radio Frequencies for Transmission and Broadcasting of Radio and Television Programmes except for the cases when the above-mentioned obligations are not executed due to unsuccessful tenders for awarding of licences for digital television broadcasting and re-broadcasting or due to irresponsible attitude of DTT broadcasters or re-broadcasters towards the obligations. If a DTT transmission provider uses radio frequencies (channels) inefficiently, the Communications Regulatory Authority shall revoke the licence to use the radio frequencies in line with the procedure foreseen in the Law on Electronic Communications of the Republic of Lithuania.

22. No less than 85 percent of the capacity of one DTT multiplexed digital channel  should be used for transmission of television programmes. The transmission operator can use the remaining capacity of the multiplexed digital channel for providing data transmission services. This provision shall be applied exclusively to the networks designed for a fixed reception of DTT programmes. When DTT programmes are transmitted through the networks designed for mobile reception of DTT programmes, the broadcaster or re-broadcaster and transmission provider shall achieve an agreement (to the extent to which it does not contradict to any legal acts, the broadcasting (re-broadcasting) licences and conditions of usage of radio frequencies (channels)) about the transfer rate which would ensure the quality requirements for the received programme.

IV. principles for selection of broadcasters and (or) re-broadcasters and their obligations

23. DTT broadcasters and (or) re-broadcasters shall assume editorial responsibility for the contents of the broadcast programmes. DTT re-broadcasters are also responsible for the legitimacy of the rebroadcasting. DTT broadcasters and re-broadcasters provide the DTT transmission provider with information necessary for provision of additional services by the DTT (electronic programme guide, fast teletext and other) and are responsible for the contents of the said information.

24. The DTT broadcaster and (or) re-broadcaster, whose programmes shall be transmitted through a DTT network (networks) shall be determined by the Lithuanian Radio and Television Commission by means of a competition in line with the Republic of Lithuania Law on Provision of Information to the Public, Strategy, this Model and Rules for Licensing of Broadcasting and Re-broadcasting Activities adopted by decision No. 47 of 2 May 2001 of the Lithuanian Radio and Television Commission of the Republic of Lithuania (Official Gazette, 2001, No. 39-1386) and harmonised with the provisions of this Model.

25. It is recommended that the application programming interface (API) of the digital television receivers and set top boxes used by all DTT broadcasters and (or) re-broadcasters to be of the same and open standard. 

26. The DTT transmission provider, DTT broadcaster and (or) re-broadcaster can achieve an agreement on programme encryption (conditional access), programme transmission, development of the reception infrastructure, provision of additional services of DTT as long as such agreement does not contradict to the Law on Electronic Communications of the Republic of Lithuania.

27. The Lithuanian Radio and Television Commission shall, no later than by 30 June 2005, announce a tender for determining the DTT broadcasters and (or) re-broadcasters. The Lithuanian Radio and Television Commission shall harmonise the tender conditions with the conditions listed in the permissions issued by the Communications Regulatory Authority to DTT transmission providers. If the announced tender fails twice, the Communications Regulatory Authority has a right to revise the networks development deadlines, and (or) the provisions of this Model should be revised.
V. Closure of the analogue television broadcasting

28. As from 2012, switchover of the analogue television programmes into the digital television should gradually begin. This is foreseen to be implemented by regions, with regards to the provisions of this Model.

By 29 October 2012, provided that during the switch off of analogue terrestrial television at least 90 per cent of households receiving analogue terrestrial television programmes are provided with an opportunity to receive, by employing other technologies, all free analogue terrestrial television programmes broadcasted by Lithuanian national and local broadcasters in the respective area, analogue terrestrial television shall be fully switched over to the new advanced digital television broadcasting technologies which ensure more effective use of radio frequencies and enable the provision of a greater number and more diverse services.
29. The obligatory conditions for the closure of the analogue television broadcasting are as follows:

29.1. during transition period while broadcasting or re-broadcasting of the same programme (programmes) in two formats, the data transmission rate allocated for other programmes in the digital format should be temporarily reduced.

29.2. the number of households capable of receiving DTT programmes in the coverage area of the analogue transmitter to be switched off should constitute no less than 90 percent of the households receiving analogue terrestrial television programmes.

30. The Ministry of Transport and Communications, the Ministry of Culture, the Communications Regulatory Authority and the Lithuanian Radio and Television Commission shall draft specific terms, regions and procedures for closure of analogue television broadcasting and related measures by means of co-operation and taking into account the conditions foreseen in the Strategy and this Model, as well as the rate of development of the digital television and the results of the Regional Radiocommunications Conference (RRC-06) of the International Telecommunication Union on the replanning of the television assignments in 2006 and other circumstances, and, if needed, submits them for approval to the Government of the Republic of Lithuania.
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