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	Abstract

The task of the working group consists of two parts. The interim report examines ways of speeding up the switch-over to digital television broadcasting as well as the schedule and principles according to which the switch-over to fully digital broadcasting should be made. 

According to the working group the availability, user-friendliness and reasonable prices of digital receiver equipment; nationwide broadcasting network; and content that benefits consumers are the prerequisites for the switch-over to digital-only broadcasting.


Simultaneous analogue and digital broadcasting is costly. Switching off analogue transmissions brings annual savings of tens of millions of euros, which curbs the pressure to raise television fees and contributes to financing high-quality and new content provision. The parties heard by the working group shared an opinion that the switch-over to fully digital broadcasting shall be made as soon as possible and that the exact date of the switch-over shall be established. 

According to the operators in the field and Digita Oy the coverage of the terrestrial digital television network can be extended to the whole country by the autumn 2005. In 2005, the prices of receiver equipment will already be quite reasonable and the technical level of equipment will also have been improved. Furthermore, the range of digital television services will be significantly wider in 2006 than now. 

The working group considers that the most important measure to proceed digital television would be to make a speedy and binding decision on switching off analogue transmissions. Therefore, the working group proposes to close the terrestrial analogue distribution network on 31 August 2007. When considering the date, the working group has taken into account the up-dating schedule of common antenna systems and citizens’ opinions given during the public www.otakantaa.fi debate. The working group proposes that the Government would make a resolution on the matter. Furthermore, it proposes that the administrative council of the Finnish Broadcasting Company YLE would also, for its part, make a decision on the matter. 
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