GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION ON THE SWITCH-OVER TO DIGITAL TELEVISION BROADCASTING AND THE RELATED MEASURES

1. BACKGROUND AND AIMS OF THE RESOLUTION

On 22 May 2003, Ministry of Transport and Communications of Finland appointed a parliamentary working group, whose first-stage task was to find out how the switch-over to digital television broadcasting could be accelerated and to consider the schedule and principles of switching over to solely digital transmissions. The working group submitted its unanimous report to the Ministry on 8 December 2003 proposing to switch off terrestrial analogue television broadcasting on 31 August 2007. However, the basis of the proposal was that all Finns, irrespective of their place of residence or financial status, have an opportunity to access digital television services at reasonable cost and without difficulty in good time before the switch-off.

Comments and statements on the matter were requested from over one hundred parties. With one exception they were all in favour of the proposed switch-off date.

In February 2004, the Finnish Broadcasting Company, YLE, proposed in a letter addressed to the Ministry of Transport and Communications that the Government submit a resolution on switching over to solely digital television broadcasting on 31 August 2007 and the related measures. In addition, YLE has informed that its Board of Directors will propose the Administrative Council that it make a decision in March 2004 on switching off analogue television broadcasting and switching over to digital television broadcasting on 31 August 2007.

Switching off the analogue television broadcasting also involves constitutional aspects. It concerns, at the least, freedom of speech, public service, equality and protection of property.

The aim of the resolution is to set an exact date, 31 August 2007, for the total switch-over to digital television broadcasting, and to publish a schedule for the transition.

2. THE RESOLUTION

It is the intention that Finland will switch over to solely digital television broadcasting on 31 August 2007. Terrestrial analogue television networks would then be closed. The resolution is based on the fact that the digital distribution network will cover the entire country by the end of 2005.

The implementation of the Government resolution calls for measures by other actors as well. Therefore, the list of measures included in this resolution also involves other parties than the Government. It was drawn up in view of the opinions received from the actors in the field. The list under heading 3 shows the measures, legal bases, responsible parties and the timetable.

In order for the Government to implement the plan, both YLE and holders of television operating licences have to adopt, for their part, the resolution.

3. MEASURES

	Measure
	Legal basis
	Responsibility
	Timetable

	Administrative Council of YLE will make a decision that the company will switch over to solely digital television broadcasting on 31 August 2007
	Section 6 of the Act on Yleisradio Oy (The Finnish Broadcasting Company Ltd)
	YLE
	By the end of March 2004

	No new analogue licences for television broadcasting are declared open
	Section 9 of the Act on Television and Radio Operations
	Government
	From 1 May 2004

	The terms and conditions in the valid analogue operating licences of the commercial and other broadcasters will be amended in such a way that the analogue licences remain valid until 31 August 2007
	Section 11 a of the Act on Television and Radio Operations
	Government/ Ministry of Transport and Communications, holders of operating licences for analogue television broadcasting
	By 31 May 2004



	Government Decree on the Spectrum Plan for Television and Radio Broadcasting and Licensed Telecommunications (1159/2002) and the corresponding decree concerning the Åland Islands (1449/2001) will be amended so that frequencies can no longer be used for analogue broadcasting after 31 August 2007
	Section 3 of the Act on Yleisradio Oy (The Finnish Broadcasting Company Ltd) and Section 7 a of the Act on Television and Radio Operations will be considered
	Government/ Ministry of Transport and Communications
	By 31 May 2004

	Terrestrial digital distribution network will be constructed to cover the entire country by the end of 2005
	(Section 11 a of the Act on Television and Radio Operations)
	MTV Oy, Oy Ruutunelonen Ab, YLE, other holders of operating licences for digital television broadcasting in accordance with the operating licences
	A letter from YLE and certain holders of operating licences for television broadcasting to the parliamentary working group on 24 October 2003

	Switch-over to solely digital television broadcasting
	The above-mentioned measures taken in accordance with law
	Government, YLE, holders of operating licences for television broadcasting
	31 August 2007


