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Radio and television broadcasting and telecommunications are two different sectors of electronic communications, playing different roles and operating in different ways in social and economic life.
Radio and television broadcasting provides information and entertainment and is available to a large part of the Greek population via national and/or local radio and television stations which broadcast analog signals, and which constitute the current market in radio and television services. The size of the national market for radio and television services is considered satisfactory, and it provides pluralism of opinions and multiple choices for users.

In the telecommunications sector, voice communications (fixed lines, mobile telephony, etc.) are also growing rapidly. The competitive market for voice telephony provides a range of services and a variety of choices for consumers. However, the development of unidirectional and bidirectional data communications (Internet, broadband services etc.) – services which could considerably improve everyday life for the general public, via the services which they carry, and which provide scope for economic development even of remote regions of the country – is lagging behind that of voice telecommunications and radio and television broadcasting.

The central objective of electronic communications policy is to bring this sector up to date by all available ways and means, in particular by using technologies which do not require any particular technical know-how on the part of users. Digital television provides scope for developing electronic services aimed at the general public, largely because of its dynamic ability to reach the population, even in remote regions.
I. Objectives of digital broadcasting policy
In view of the low level of Internet penetration in the country, Greece aims to promote the creation of digital television networks which will be used not only to broadcast radio and television programmes, but also to provide the public with easier access to data services and the Information Society.

The transition from analog to digital broadcasting technology will have to follow the pace of market developments and the rate at which consumers replace their existing television sets with new ones.
ΙΙ. Radio spectrum management options before and after transition
The Ministry of Transport and Communications is currently drawing up the frequency plan for digital television and related services.
Coverage

The frequency band for digital television is being based not just on the existing plan for analog television, but is also intended to improve coverage of Greek regions such as Western Greece, the Ionian islands, North-eastern Greece and the Aegean islands.
Allocation and use of bandwidth
Following the transition to digital broadcasting, it should be possible to use the 470‑838 MHz frequency band both for digital television broadcasting (traditional radio and television programmes, datacasting, e-government, etc.) and for telecommunications services.

Of course, use of this frequency band for telecommunications services entails a change of use of the band by the competent Radio Conference.
Licensed users of the 470-838 MHz frequency band
Licensed users of radio spectrum for radio and television broadcasting are expected to be suppliers of digital radio and television broadcasting networks and related services.

Following the transition to digital broadcasting technology, it will be possible for the remaining spectrum to be used by telecommunications companies or private individuals, subject to legalisation of the use of new services in this band by the competent Radio Conference.
ΙII. Steps towards achieving the objectives of the transition
A draft law has been drawn up laying down and applying the principles of the new framework for electronic communications during and after the transition to digital broadcasting technology. The draft law promotes the application of digital television by zone of the country.
Providers of digital radio and television programmes and related services are to be licensed, as are content providers.
Programme providers will be able to claim the right to use spectrum following the award of the relevant licence by the competent authorities and upon payment of compensation for such use. The validity of permits will be limited. The licence conditions will comply with the principles of healthy competition. Exceptional conditions can be imposed for reasons of public interest.
To facilitate initial investments, programme providers will be exempted from payment of compensation for the right to use assigned spectrum for a limited period.
Consultations are planned with market players before the licences are awarded.
The draft law also provides for analysis and control of the digital radio and television markets with the aim of promoting an innovative, dynamic and competitive market.
ΙV. Provisional timetable
The provisional timetable for the transition to digital broadcasting is as follows:
· Pilot broadcast in 2004
· Beginning of transition during 2005
· Expiry of analog television licences 2009-2010
· Abandonment of analog broadcasting after 2010
V. Coordinated Community action
It is proposed that the Community should take an initiative to raise awareness among consumers, in particular as regards terminal equipment for digital television.
The labelling of new digital receivers at European level could help consumers recognise new digital technology equipment, thereby promoting the renewal of television receivers.
VI. Objectives for the 2004 Regional Radio negotiations
In geographical terms, Greece lies at the boundaries of Europe, Asia and Africa, and it will have to take account of the choices made by countries in the region on radio spectrum management issues, and in particular the management of radio and television spectrum during the transition to digital broadcasting technology.
It is considered necessary to protect analog television programmes during the transition period. During negotiations at the Regional Radio Conference, Greece will, in view of domestic conditions, push for a longer transition period, in accordance with the timetable set out above.
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