CONCEPT OF DEVELOPING TERRESTRIAL DIGITAL TELEVISION BROADCASTING IN LATVIA

Summary

The aim of the Concept of Developing Terrestrial Digital Television Broadcasting in Latvia is to offer specific solutions, ensuring such broadcasting throughout the country, and to evaluate these solutions, as well as to promote competition in the market of digital television and digital radio services, to ensure free flow of information, pluralism of media and diversity of cultural information to be broadcast to the public in Latvia. The Concept does not deal with the details of digital television program packaging and decoder supply.

The EU countries are moving fast towards broadcasting television signals in the digital signal format. There are three most widely used technological solutions to program broadcasting:

1) terrestrial digital television (format DVB-T);

2) cable television broadcasting (format DVB-C);

3) satellite television systems (format DVB-S).

Broadcasting Development Version No. 1 is offered as the  basic one for the development of digital television broadcasting in Latvia, projecting four phases in the above development.  

First phase (1 August 2006 - 31 December 2006)

1. The Concept of Developing Terrestrial Digital Television Broadcasting shall be approved by the Cabinet of Ministers.

2. For the purpose of defining legal and financial issues, a working group shall be set up by the Latvian Ministry of Transport, in collaboration with the National Radio and Television Council, the state share company Directorate for Electronic Communications and industry experts, including the Association of Broadcasting Organizations, and a specific implementation model and a plan to develop terrestrial digital television broadcasting shall be elaborated.
3. The Ministry of Transport shall decide on the participation of state share companies in the Project implementation.
4. Based on the implementation model and the plan to develop terrestrial digital television broadcasting, a tender or an auction for the right to participate in the Project implementation for private share companies shall be announced.
5. The Project implementation shall be commenced according to the implementation model and the plan to develop terrestrial digital television broadcasting and the Concept elaborated by the National Radio and Television Council concerning switchover from analog signal broadcasting to digital signal broadcasting. 
6.  By 1 January 2008, the part of the Project shall be implemented, projecting terrestrial digital television broadcasting in the territory of Riga and that of the Riga District, as well as transfer of a digital television signal to other regions having capability for broadcasting such a signal via use of different technological solutions. 
7. The time of ceasing terrestrial analog television broadcasting shall be agreed with the National Radio and Television Council.
Second phase (1 January 2007 – 31 December 2007)

1. Technical projects for the regions of Latvia shall be elaborated. They shall foresee that the safe detection zones for terrestrial digital television are not smaller than those for the relevant programs of analog television broadcasting. If this is impossible due to technical reasons, additional steps shall be taken to ensure the required range of overlay. 

2. Drawing up the Project technical documentation for the regions.
3. Ordering and introducing technical systems into the five major regions of Latvia.
4. Following agreeing with the National Radio and Television Council, analog television broadcasting in Riga and the Riga District shall cease being operational  by 1 January 2008.
Third phase (1 January 2008 – 31 December 2009)

1. Analog television broadcasting shall cease being operational in regions where full switchover to terrestrial digital television broadcasting is possible.

2. By 1 January 2010, services provided by terrestrial digital television broadcasting shall be available throughout the country.
Fourth phase (1 January 2010 - 31 December 2010)

By 1 January 2011, switchover to terrestrial digital television broadcasting shall be completed and (following agreeing with the National Radio and Television Council) terrestrial analog television broadcasting shall cease being operational.

With a view to implementing the above Version offered to solve the problem related to the introduction of digital television broadcasting, financial resources from the national budget are not required.

