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Digitisation of Terrestrial TV Broadcasting in Austria 

The nationwide licenses for digital terrestrial TV in Austria are being operated via two multiplex platforms: MUX A and MUX B. MUX A has a coverage of population of 90 % at the end of the year 2008, by 2010 it ist supposed to rise to 95%. MUX B shows an unchanged coverage of population of 81%. There is to be added that the process of revoking the existing analogue licences has been finalised. The full switch-off of the remaining low power analogue transposers will be reached by the end of 2010. 

As KommAustria has reported before, the licence for the nationwide multiplex platform for mobile terrestrial television (MUX D) was granted to MEDIA BROADCAST (owned by Telediffusion de France). The service was launched at the end of May 2008. It offers 15 TV channels (ORF 1, ORF 2, ATV, Puls 4, Pro7Austria, RTL, Sat1Österreich, VOX, LAOLA1.tv, LaLaTV, Red Bull, RTL2, N24, Super RTL and KroneTV) and five radio programmes (Ö3, FM4, Kronehit, Ö1 and LoungeFM). The service was launched in time for the European soccer championships, which took place in Austria and Switzerland in June 2008. Meanwhile, the coverage of MUX D has been extended to all nine federal county capitals; at the end of 2008 its coverage was above 50 % of the population. Three mobile operators are presently providing this service. 

In November and December 2008 KommAustria issued 16 licenses for local multiplex platforms (MUX C), which shall allow the distribution of local and regional TV (and radio) programmes in various parts of Austria, including some federal county capitals. Some of the services have already been launched.
