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Rationale 

SME 
Instrument 

“Valley of death”:  
Persistent problem of 
access to funding for 
innovative projects 
 
SME Instrument 
designed to help fill a 
financing gap for 
business innovators 
 



Tailored to innovative SME needs: 
Smart money = Funding + business support 



 EC contribution: €50.000; 
 

 Proposal: 10 pages with initial business plan; 
 

 Project duration: up to 6 months; 
 

 Target: SMEs (single or consortium); 
 
 Result: feasibility study with more elaborated business plan; 
 
 Coaching: up to 3 coaching days. 

Phase 1 – Concept and  
feasibility assessment 



Phase 2 Demonstration,  
market replication, R&D,  
concept to market maturity 

 EC contribution: indicative between 0,5 and 2,5 M €; 
 

 Proposal: 30 pages with complete business plan;  
 

 Project duration: 1-2 years; 
 
 Target: SMEs (single or consortium); 
 
 Coaching: up to 12 days. 

 



Phase 3 - Commercialisation 

 Not about funding; 
 Services supporting Phase 1 and 

Phase 2 beneficiaries:  
 
 SME Instrument Community 
 SME Instrument Academy 
 Events and international fairs 

 
 Facilitating access to risk capital;  
 Opportunities with Enterprise 

Europe Network (EEN) 



Support to commercialisation services 

Phase 3 



Funded projects by topic 2014/2016 
(until September) 



Photonics in proposals Phase 1 
 



Photonics in proposals Phase 2 
 



Funded SMEs in numbers 
Turnover Staff Years trading 

LESS THAN 
€100k 
29% 

€100k TO 
€1M 
32% 

€1M TO 
€5M 
21% 

MORE THAN 
€5M 
18% 

UP TO 5 
EMPLOYEES 

43% 

6 TO 10 
EMPLOYEES 

19% 

11 TO 50 
EMPLOYEES 

28% 

MORE THAN 
50 

EMPLOYEES 
10% 

UP TO 3 
YEARS 
26% 

4 TO 10 
YEARS 
42% 

MORE THAN 
11 YEARS 

32% 
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Diversity of supported companies 
 

Have in common their high potential for 
innovation and avid ambitions to grow 



Geographical 
coverage 
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Applied Funded

SMEs per country (Phase 1 – All topics) 
2014-2016 (until September) 

Submitted = 13252 
Received Funding = 1836 

ES = 351/1966 
IT =  316/2576 
UK = 230/1176 
DE = 122 / 785 
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Applied Funded

SMEs per country (Phase 2 – All topics) 
2014-2016 (until September) 

Submitted = 5422 
Received Funding = 529 

ES = 100/663 
UK = 66 /670 
IT  =  61/822 
DE =  49/438 



Showcase: growing fast 

INPHOTECH SP ZOO 
 

Polish company among Deloitte 
2015 FAST 500 for EMEA 
thanks to an annual growth of 
250%! 
 

Also received INNOVATICA 
2016 award by President of 
Polish Chamber of Commerce 
 

The grant helps the company 
to develop an optical device for 
better understanding and 
curing of cancer thanks to 
early detection and diagnosis  
 
  



Showcase: developing strategic 
partnerships 

Ultrahaptics Limited 
Feeling without touching 

Company founded in 2013 in 
Bristol (UK) 
A unique technology enabling users 
to receive tactile feedback without 
needing to wear or touch anything. 
The technology uses ultrasound to 
project sensations through the air 
and directly onto the user. Users 
can ‘feel’ touch-less buttons get 
feedback for mid-air gestures or 
interact with virtual objects. 

Touch-free haptic feedback 
solution integrated into a new 
concept car being exhibited by 

Bosch at CES 2017 



Holoxica Ltd 
 

Company specialised in 
holographic 3D visualisation.  
 

The company introduced the 
first ever holographic 3D 
digital Human Anatomy Atlas 
prototype.  
It will provide to 
neurosurgeons and clinicians 
insight to identify, diagnose 
and treat a wide range of 
neurological conditions.  

Showcase 



How to apply: R&I participant portal 



Work-Programme  2016-2017 



Dates to remember in 2017 

Deadlines for all themes 

Phase 1 15/02/2017 03/05/2017 06/09/2017 08/11/2017 

Phase 2 18/01/2017 06/04/2017 01/06/2017 18/10/2017 



How do we evaluate? 

Eligibility 

• Profit-SMEs 

• <250 employees 

• <€50 million turnover/ balance 
sheet <€43 million 

• SME based in EU MS or H2020 
Associated Countries 

• Award criteria: 

• IMPACT 

• EXCELLENCE 

• QUALITY 

• Threshold 
• Phase 1 : per individual criteria is 

4. Overall is 13 

• Phase 2 :  per individual criteria 
is 3 (expect for "Impact" which is 
4). Overall is 12 

 



Impact  
 

 Market: targeted users; 
competitors; market share 

 Commercialisation plan; 
 Use of 

resources/Intellectual 
property; 

 European dimension; 
 Economic growth and jobs. 

Some tips for 
evaluation 

Excellence 
 

 Added value, disuptive; 
 Why it is viable and better than 

existing solutions; 
 Understand the risks 

Implementation  
 

 Show commercial competence 
 credibility of your team and of your 

work plan 
 realistic time frame 



SME Instrument Evaluator Tips  
Jordi Cusido Roura 



Fast Track to Innovation 
(FTI Pilot) 

 What is it? 

 



Main policy drivers behind the scheme 

• Reduce time from idea to 
market ('last push') 

• Increase participation of 
industry, first-time 
applicants, SMEs 

• Stimulate private sector 
investment in R&I 

 



Restrictive legal framework* 

• Innovation actions 

• Three to five partners for participating consortia 

• Call for proposals with annually three cut-off dates 

• Six months time-to-grant (TTG) 

• EU contribution (grant) not higher than € 3 million 

 
*  EU Regulation 1290/2013,  H2020 Rules for Participation, article 54. 



Distribution per type of partners 



Geographic spread of beneficiaries 
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Geographic distribution so far (first 
five cut-off dates)   

Red = partners 
Blue = coordinators 





THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR ATTENTION 

@H2020SME @H2020SME_OTF 

Showcase of SME Instrument beneficiaries 
http://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/sme-instrument/showcase 

http://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/sme-instrument/showcase
http://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/sme-instrument/showcase
http://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/sme-instrument/showcase

