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DG Connect - Unit A2 - Digital Industry - Technologies & Systems for Digitising Industry Unit 

1. AGENDA OF THE HIGH-LEVEL GOVERNANCE MEETING 

 9:30-10:00  Welcome coffee and registration  

  Please plan to arrive 20' earlier given the security measures of the venue 

10:00-10:30  Welcome, setting the scene – objectives & expectations  

Mariya Gabriel, Commissioner for Digital Economy and Society (10'),  

Our achievements, our challenges 

Khalil Rouhana, Deputy Director General DG CONNECT (5') 

Delivering a digital Europe 

Antti Peltomäki, Deputy Director General DG GROW (5’) 

Other Commissioners and Commission services 

10:30-11:10 Progress from National Initiatives and EU added value (part 1, see scope) 

Interventions from high-level representatives:  

Interventions (4' per country): 

Czech Republic 

E. Muřický, Deputy Minister (Ministry of Industry and Trade) 

Denmark 

S. Gaard, Deputy Permanent Secretary for Business Affairs (Ministry of 

Business and Growth) 

Germany 

W. Scheremet, Director General Industrial Policy (German Federal 

Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy) 

Estonia 

K. Talving, Deputy Secretary General in Internal Market (Ministry of 

Economic Affairs and Communications) 

Greece 

S. Rallis, Secretary General for Digital Policy 

Spain 

M. Buisán , Director General of Industry and SMEs (Ministry of 

Economy, Industry and Competitiveness) 

 

Interventions from the other high-level representatives for max. 3' each 

Questions & Answers 

11:10-11:50 Progress from National Initiatives and EU added value (part 2, see scope) 

Interventions from high-level representatives:  

Interventions (4' per country) 

France 

J. Tognola, Directeur (Service de l'Industrie,  Directorate-General for 

Enterprise, Ministry  for Economy, Industry and Digital) 

Italy 

S. Firpo, Director General for Industrial policy, competitiveness and 

SMEs (Ministry of Economic Development) 
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Poland 

J. Staniłko, Deputy Director, Department of Innovations (Ministry of 

Economic Development) or Justyna Romanowska, Deputy Director, 

Department of Telecommunications (Ministry of Digital Affairs) 

Portugal 

A. Lehmann, State Secretary for Industry 

Sweden 

C. Nordin, Director-General, Department for Business, Competitive and 

Agriculture (Ministry of Enterprise and Innovation)  

Croatia 

M. Antonić, State Secretary, Ministry of Economy, Entrepreneurship 

and Crafts 

 

Interventions from the other high-level representatives for max. 3' each 

Questions & Answers 

11:50-12:40 Focused points for discussion: investments in the digital transformation 

and partnerships as an instrument for joint strategic planning and co-

investments 

 Financing digitalisation investments (5') 

Mr Ch. Dubarry, BPI France 

 Key lessons from the partnership evaluation of the ECSEL Joint Undertaking 

(5') 

Mr E. Lora-Tamayo, chairman of the mid-term evaluation of the ECSEL 

joint undertaking, President of CSIC 

 Exchange of views and discussion of the next steps 

Interventions (maximum 3' each): 

- Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl, Director General of Digital Europe 

- Jean-Noel Patillon, Director of CEA LIST (France) 

- G. Pedrollo, CEO, VP Confindustria, Steering Committee Industria 4.0 

- L. Jörnving, Vice President, Head of Global Industrial Development 

(Scania) and Member of the Innovation Partnership Program Connected 

Industry and New Materials (Sweden) 

- A. Cuomo, Vice-President STm, Chairman of ECSEL Governing Board 

- M. Gattiglio, CEO Prima Electro, Chairman of EFFRA 

- S. Neugebauer, Director BMW, Chairman of EGVI/ERTRAC 

- … 

12:40-13:00 Next Steps 

 Discussion of the next steps, notably on next priorities and Working Groups 

to support the efforts of the European Platform 

 Overall conclusions and closing by Commissioner Gabriel 

13:00-14:00   Light lunch 

End of the high-level governance meeting with Commissioner Gabriel  
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14:00-18:00  Working-level workshop with Sherpas and Commission Services 

Exchanges of views and discussion of the implementation of the decisions taken at 

the high-level governance meeting in the morning. 

 Room CCAB 1A Room CCAB 1B 

14:00-

15:30 

Boosting digital innovations in Europe: Digital 

Innovation Hubs 

 

Chair: Anne-Marie Sassen, Deputy Head of Unit, 

Digitising Industry, CONNECT 

 

1. Results of the WG1 on Digital Innovation Hubs 

and future steps 

Introduction: Caroline de Clock (BE), 10' 

Discussion: 35' 

 

2. Digitisation Investment Fund 

Introduction: Bjorn-Soren Gigler (EIB), (tbc), 10' 

Discussion: 35' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rapporteur: Mike Sharpe 

Regulatory Initiatives 

Chair: Max Lemke, Head of Unit, Digitising 

Industry, CONNECT 

1. Data packages (incl. Free Flow of non-personal 

Data) 

Introduction: Jiri Pilar, Data Policy and 

Innovation, CONNECT, 10' 

Discussion: 20' 

 

2. Artificial Intelligence 

Introduction: Bjoern Juretzki, Assistant to the 

Director, Digital Industry, CONNECT, 10' 

Discussion: 20' 

3. Cyber-security 

Introduction: Jakub Boratynski, (Head of Unit, 

Cyber Security and Digital Privacy, CONNECT,  

10' 

Discussion: 20' 

Rapporteur: Tapio Virkkunen 

15:30-

17:00 

Boosting digital innovations in Europe: PPPs and 

Platforms 

Chair: Max Lemke, Head of Unit, Digitising 

Industry, CONNECT 

 

1. Results of the WG2 on Digital Industrial 

Platforms and future steps 

Introduction: Marco Taisch (IT), 10' 

Discussion: 20' 

 

2. Public Private Partnerships  

cPPP mid-term Evaluations  

Introduction: Carmen Constantinescu 

(rapporteur), 10' 

Discussion: 20' 

 

3. Standardisation 

Report Workshop 17 Oct 2017: Haydn Thompson 

(rapporteur), 5';  

Trilateral DE/IT/FR Working Group, (tbc), 5' 

Lessons learnt from the German Standardisation 

Council: Christoph Winterhalter (5') 

Discussion: 20' 

 

 
Rapporteur: Mike Sharpe 

The digitisation of work and (re)skilling the 

workforce 

Chair: Lucilla Sioli, Head of Unit, Digital 

Economy and Skills, CONNECT 

1. Digitisation and the labour market 

- Presentation of Commission services paper 

"Digitisation, employability and Inclusiveness", 

Martin Ulbrich, Senior Expert, CONNECT, 10' 

- Discussion, 20' 

2. (Re)skilling workforces for the Digital Age 

- Update on Digital Skills policy: Digital Skills 

and Jobs Coalition and the Digital Opportunity 

Scheme, 10'. Heidi Cigan, Head of Sector for 

Digital Skills, CONNECT 

- Discussion, 20' 

3. A practical example of reskilling 

- Presentation from a DIH, (tbc), 10' 

- Discussion, 20' 

 

Rapporteur: tbd 

17:00-

18:00 

Plenary 

National initiatives, European Platform, new Working Groups and next steps 

 


