
                                                                                                                                

 

Workshop on the 
Sustainability of the EU's Livestock Production Systems  

14-15 September 2016 
Organised by the European Commission, DG Agriculture and Rural development at the 

Philippe Le Bon building, rue Philippe Le Bon 3, room 3.45, 1049 Brussels, Belgium 

Programme 

14 September 

10:15 - 11:00 Registration and coffee 

11:00 - 12:00 Opening  

- Tour de table & Outline of the workshop 

- Philippe Baret: Opening presentation on systems approaches 

12:00 - 13:00 Lunch 

13:00 – 14:00 Presentations on the environmental dimension 

 - Adrian Leip: Impacts of European livestock production: nitrogen, sulphur, 

phosphorus and greenhouse gas emissions, land-use, water eutrophication and 

biodiversity (15min) 

- Jeroen Buysse: How much can spatial relocation of livestock production alleviate 

environmental impact? (15min) 

14:00 - 15:00 Debate 1 

 - Besides reducing the production/consumption, is there any other (mix of-) 

technical solution(s) which could turn the sector environmentally sustainable?  

- In which domains can we expect significant evolutions reducing the 

environmental pressure? 

- To what extent is manure used, efficiently? Do we sufficiently understand the role 

of manure and its substitutes? 

- Grasslands: How to take into account other ESS provided by grassland, e.g. 

biodiversity. What do we know of C stocks and sequestration potential in EU? Is 

the trend towards replacement of grasslands by crop production to go on?  

- How many people can we feed in Europe with livestock production purely based 

on by-products and grassland? 

- Which questions do we have to answer to better understand the environmental 

dimension of the sector? Which issue is of particular relevance for the 

environmental sustainability? 

15:00 - 15:30 Coffee break 

15:30 - 16:30 Presentations on the socio-economic dimension 

 - Christophe Perrot: Socio-economic picture of the European livestock sector 

(15min) 

- Shane Ward & Nicholas Holden:  'Circular economy' applied to the livestock 

production sector (15min) 

 



                                                                                                                                

 

16:30 – 18:00 Debate 2 

 - Which are the principal drivers behind the lack of new entrants in the sector? Do 

we have to and how can we increase the number of new entrants?  

- To which extend can the utilisation of by- and co-products as feed make the 

sector more profitable?  

- To which extend is it possible to efficiently/economically include the by-products 

from the sector in the circular economy? Which downstream value chains have 

un(der)explored economic potential? To what extent is slaughterhouse waste 

used, efficiently? Which value for livestock co-products: wool, leather? 

- What is the potential of the value chain to turn the sector more environmentally 

sustainable? How can this potential be amplified? 

- Which technological game changers will bring significant economic 

threats/opportunities? 

- Which questions do we have to answer to better understand the social and/or 

economic dimension of the sector? Which issue is of particular relevance for the 

social/economic sustainability? 
  

15 September 

8:30 – 9:00 Coffee 

9:00 – 10:00 Setting the scene  

 Jean-Louis Peyraud & Jean-Charles Cavitte: A summary of the debates of the previous 

day will be presented, to set the scene for the discussions in a systems perspective 

10:00 – 12:00 Debate 3 – Systems approach 

 - What are the areas we don't know enough about to have a good overview of the 

sector's sustainability, its opportunities and its threats? 

- Which livestock systems show promising results in terms of sustainability? 

o Sector(al) 

o Conventional vs ecological  

o Specialized vs mixed (crops & livestock, silvopastoral, …) 

o Intensive vs extensive 

- What is the optimum level of livestock production in Europe to have a circular 

economy?  

- Which structural trends within the livestock sector can counter or reinforce which 

pressures?  

o Is concentration and specialization inevitable? Why yes or no? 

- Are there any economically viable pathways which could foster the integration of 

the sector in a circular economy? How can we stimulate innovation (-uptake) in 

these areas?  

- Which are the key mechanisms hampering innovation? Which kind of innovation 

are they hampering? Are these mechanisms sufficiently understood and how can 

they be turned around? 

12:00 – 13:30 Lunch 

13:30 – 16:00 Debate 3 – Systems approach (continuation) 

16:00 – 17:00 Conclusion of the workshop 

 


