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The International Association of Scientific, Technical and Medical Publishers (STM) support the 

submission and questionnaire completed by the Federation of European Publishers (FEP).   

Since this Consultation is not meant to cover copyright but rather linked to competition, where some 

brands refuse to sell in some countries or geo-block to redirect to another, STM prefers to submit 

this document with our position and support the questionnaire answers and submission of FEP. 

In the book sector, the issue of territoriality is fundamentally different from other sectors. The 

author grants a licence directly to the publisher for the commercial exploitation of a work. Publishers 

usually acquire and manage worldwide exclusive rights for books in a specific language (except for 

European publishers from English speaking countries who acquire at least pan-European licenses). 

For example, a Lithuanian publisher can sell the book in Lithuanian to readers of Lithuanian all over 

Europe because no other publisher will get a licence for the same language. As a result, publishers 

can sell books through online or brick-and-mortar retailers, across the whole internal market 

without limitations. In unusual cases where the author has limited the publisher’s right to certain 

territories, publishers must of course respect this choice. 

For sales of both physical books and e-books the current practice is individual management of rights, 

as European publishers generally acquire digital as well as analogue rights. As far as copyright 

management is concerned, any European reader should therefore be able to buy any e-book sold by 

any e-distributor.  

Possible obstacles encountered by European citizens derive from other issues. Most exceptionally, 

some technical issues due to a very nascent e-book market (less than 1% in a majority of EU 

countries, 13% in the UK, 3% in France and Germany) may make it necessary to limit the licence to 

some regions, however this is not the rule and very rarely occurs in the digital book sector. The new 

VAT rules which foresee that since January 2015 VAT should be collected in the country of 

consumption, we notice some difficulties due to the need to identify where the sale will take place. 

STM is willing to work together with booksellers on this issue and wishes to gain the Commission’s 
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support for this challenging transition. Another factor is related to forum shopping for legislation 

when it comes to defamation. An improvement of the Rome II regulation would be helpful in that 

respect. 

Please see the publishers’ commitment in the framework of Licences of Europe: 

https://ec.europa.eu/licences-for-europe-dialogue/sites/licences-for-europe-dialogue/files/2-E-

books-roadmap_0.pdf 

 


